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Dear Members 

and Friends of 

Union Church,  

 

Greetings in the 

name of the One 

who gives us 

“Grace Aplenty”! 

 

What a joy it was for me to celebrate my 

August 11th birthday (including a birthday 

cake!) with at least a few “church folk” as we 

gathered that day in-person and remotely for 

meetings of the Staff-Parish Relations 

Committee and Worship Committee!  I was 

surely blessed by the cards and warm 

greetings I received.  Thank you so much!  And 

so another decade of “Living in Christian 

Community” begins for me! 

 

Yes – “Living in Christian Community” – the 

theme for our 2021 Stewardship Program that 

is now wrapping up.  I hope and pray that you 

have had an opportunity to explore what that 

means for you, as we have looked at it in our 

worship services on August 9, 16, and 23.  As 

we move from August into September, in the  

 

 

life of the church, we also move from a focus 

on stewardship of financial resources into a  

focus on stewardship of service as we continue 

to plan and dream for 2021. 

 

The Lay Leadership Development Committee 

begins meeting in very early September to look 

at the membership needs of our church 

committees as we move from one year to the 

next. This is a wonderful time to consider how 

you might be called by God to offer your 

unique gifts in service to and through Union 

Church.  If you have ideas, or maybe just 

questions at this point, please contact me, or 

another member of the Lay Leadership 

Development Committee to chat about your 

thoughts and/or questions.  (Members:  Kathy 

Gerard, Carol Johnson, Lynn Matson, Diana 

Schultz, Linda Petersen, Gail Rizzo, Pat 

Murphy, Christine Merckens, Nancy 

Mastromarino, and Bobbi Mahler) 

 

I think we all can agree that our times of 

gathered worship in these past six months 

have been different, and not all that we would 

wish them to be.  Yes, as we are learning to 

worship “together” in new and different ways, 



we are also lamenting what we are not able to 

do, and how we are not able to be.  At the top 

of that list, for many of us, is singing hymns 

and songs of praise!  We can’t sing them just 

now, but hymns and praise songs still can 

speak to us, in the words and theology 

alongside the melodies and rhythms.  

Outwardly, we sing the tune and we feel the 

rhythm.  But what do we do when singing isn’t 

safe?  We can turn inwardly, hearing the 

message of the hymn or praise song for us, 

and we can strive to internalize the words that 

go along with the melody.  We can turn to “The 

Message in the Music.”  In this way, we can 

“sing to the Lord a new song.”  In our worship 

services through the fall, each week we will 

focus our worship on one special hymn or 

praise song, and we will find ways to “sing the 

Lord’s song in [what seems to be, for us] a 

foreign land” (Psalm 147:4). 

 

I pray for each of you, and I pray for all of us as 

we continue to strive to stay connected to God 

and our beloved Union Church community of 

faith in these times of uncertainty and turmoil!  

Let us never forget that we are…  

     

 Together in Christ’s Love and Service, 

        Pastor Eleanor Collinsworth 

 

 

 

“The 

Message in 

the Music” 

 

We can’t sing 

them, but 

hymns and 

praise songs  

still can speak to us, in the words and theology 

alongside the melodies and rhythms.  

Outwardly, we sing the tune and we feel the 

rhythm.  But what do we do when singing isn’t 

safe?  We can turn inwardly, hearing the 

message of the hymn or praise song for us, 

and we can strive to internalize the words that 

go along with the melody.  In our worship 

services through the fall, each week we will 

focus our worship on one special hymn or 

praise song, and we will find ways to “sing the 

Lord’s song in [what seems to be, for us] a 

foreign land” (Psalm 147:4). 

 

Here are some of the hymns and praise songs 

we’ll be lifting up in our September worship 

services: 

“How Great Thou Art,” “Freely, Freely,” and “In 

Christ Alone.”  Our worship services will also 

feature these 

hymns sung 

by our own 

Union 

Church 

singers!   

 

Please plan 

to join our 

worship 

services in-person or by livestreaming (on our 

Facebook page and at unionchurchmaine.org). 

 

 
On the Bubble 
 
Bible in a Year: 

      Psalms 79–80 
      Romans 11:1–18 

You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, God’s special possession, that you 



may declare the praises of him who called you 
. . . into his wonderful light. 

1 Peter 2:9 

Today's Scripture 
1 Peter 2:4–10(NIV) 
 
Insight 
Peter wrote this letter to an audience 
experiencing difficulty because of persecution 
and in need of encouragement. His solution? 
To remind them of their identity as believers in 
Jesus. 
 
Pulling from two passages in the Old 
Testament, Peter uses several phrases to 
describe the new identity of those who once 
“were not a people” (1 Peter 2:10). 
From Exodus 19:6, a passage that precedes 
the receiving of the Ten Commandments, 
Peter tells his readers that they’re “a royal 
priesthood” and a “holy nation” (1 Peter 2:9). 
From Isaiah 43:20–21, he tells them they’re a 
“chosen people” to “declare [God’s] praises” (1 
Peter 2:9). Peter reminds his readers, and us, 
that like Israel who preceded them, they’re the 
special possession of God through His 
redemptive act. 
 
A news article in May 1970 contained one of 
the first uses of the idiom “on the bubble.” 
Referring to a state of uncertainty, the 
expression was used in relation to rookie race 
car driver Steve Krisiloff. He’d been “on the 
bubble,” having posted a slow qualifying lap for 
the Indianapolis 500. Later, it was confirmed 
that his time—though the slowest of those who 
qualified—allowed him to compete in the race. 
 
We can feel at times that we’re “on the bubble,” 
uncertain we have what it takes to compete in 
or finish the race of life. When we’re feeling 
that way, it’s important to remember that in 
Jesus we’re never “on the bubble.” As children 
of God, our place in His kingdom is secure 
(John 14:3). Our confidence flows from 
Him who chose Jesus to be the “cornerstone” 
on which our lives are built, and He chose us to 
be “living stones” filled with the Spirit of God, 
capable of being the people God created us to 
be (1 Peter 2:5–6). 

In Christ, our future is secure as we hope in 
and follow Him (v. 6). For “[we] are a chosen 
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
special possession, that [we] may declare the 
praises of him who called [us] out of darkness 
into his wonderful light” (v. 9). 
 
In Jesus’ eyes we’re not “on the bubble.” We’re 
precious and loved (v. 4). 
By:  Ruth O’Reilly-Smith 

 
Reflect & Pray 

In what areas of life have you found 
yourself “on the bubble” and struggling 

with uncertainty? What can you do to 
regain your confidence in Jesus? 

 
Prayer:  Father God, when disappointments 
threaten to undermine my identity as Your 

child, remind me to put my hope and 
confidence in You alone. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
FRIENDS AND 

NEIGHBOR 
LUNCHEON 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Thursday,  

September 10, 2020  
from 11:30 to 1pm.  

 
While we are unable to share 

this time together; while you are 
eating your lunch, pray for those 
who usually join us for lunch on 

this day for fellowship 



 
 
 

 

Their regular meetings are on Saturdays  
from 9AM to 10:30AM 

 in Friendship Hall. 
 

 

"The major 

project of the 

UMW is clothing 

underprivileged 

youngsters right 

here in Belgrade. 

We work with the 

school to make 

sure they have 

new pants, parkas, boots, hats and mittens. 

Last year we clothed 33 children and expect 

the list to grown even larger this fall.  

 
Should you feel so inclined and would like 
to donate toward the BELGRADE CENTRAL 
SCHOOL WINTER CLOTHING PROGRAM, 
We would be most grateful.  Please make 
your checks payable to UMW and send your 
donations to Union Church of Belgrade 
Lakes, P. O. Box 133, Belgrade Lakes, ME 
04918. 
 

THANK YOU! 
 

 

 
Shared by 
Louise Young; 
we know how 
much she 
loves 
dragonflies!   

 

 

 
Our 2020 Global Mission Initiative will 

be donated to the Good Shepherd 
Food Bank (donations will be sent to 

them quarterly) 
 

 
Joys & Celebrations Total 
As of 8/30/2020: $1,417.00 
 

 
Our yearly goal is $2,500; 
Our first quarter goal is 

$625; Weekly 
                Goal $50 
 
 

 

 
 

Meetings at a 
Glance:  

September 2020 
  

 
 

 

 

Worship Committee:  9/8 @ 7 p.m. in person 

and online with Zoom 

 

Prayer Shawl: 9/14 and 9/28 @ 1 p.m. 

At your own homes; keeping everyone in 

prayer while you knit 

 

Finance: 9/22 @ 9 a.m. 

 

 



 

 

CHURCH 

COUNCIL  

 

 

 

 

 

TUESDAY 

SEPTEMBER 22ND  

7 P .M. VIA ZOOM  

 

WE WILL BE SHARING LOTS OF 

NEW INFORMATION FROM 

ALL OUR MINISTRY COMMITTEES 

AND WILL INCLUDE A SPECIAL CHURCH 

CONFERENCE TO ACCEPT A BEQUEATH 

FROMTOM & PEGGY BRADLEY 

 

       PLEASE JOIN US 

 

ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND! 

 

 

 

Our Mission 

Ministries 

 

Through the year in 

this Newsletter we 

highlight our mission 

projects and 

programs where we serve God through 

Christlike compassion, mercy and 

transformation; reaching out, lifting up, building 

up. We will list some of the ways during 

2020  contributions from Missions and 

Outreach through your support received in our 

weekly worship offerings, pledges and special 

giving. 

 

The Good Shepherd Food Bank 

We will support this work that provides food to 

local food banks throughout Maine. “Feeding 

families living with food insecurity makes an 

impact that goes beyond a nutritious meal.” (At 

our February 23rd Church Council Meeting it 

was approved our Joys and Celebrations 

monies will be sent to this organization)  

 

The Belgrade Rome Food Pantry with special 

monthly “Wish List” donations; January through 

December we will be fillin’ our shopping cart.  -

Many thanks. “March Madness”: Chili, Hash 

and Stew 

 

Kenneth Workman Youth Sports Program -

Ever notice the sign at the Belgrade Ball 

Park?  Our donation each year supports this 

local youth program and shares our active 

presence in the community in Christ’s service. 

 

Maine Justice Foundation, Augusta, 

Maine. We supported this work that serves the 

LGBT, gay community those of whom are 

among the poor and vulnerable among us, 

facing issues of employment and housing 

discrimination, domestic violence, 

homelessness. In this manner we extend our 

church Welcoming Statement into the 

community beyond our own worship doors. 

Our $500 donation was sent on March 3rd.   

 

Messalonskee High School – In December 

we sent $500 to support the High School’s 

Food Pantry. Each year their empty Bowls 

project supports our local Food cupboards and 

the Food Cupboard at the High School we will 

continue to contribute and will share 

information of this year’s project in March as it 

becomes available . In June we look to provide 

leadership and participation in their 

Baccalaureate program for new graduates. 



We have Pints of Maple Syrup still available 

- again this year for your Summer enjoyment 

and purchasing.  With Fair Trade pricing 100% 

of the purchase price goes to assist their 

ministry programs that transform lives in here 

in Maine; $600.  

 

Bread of Life Ministries.  Through the year, 

each month we provide a Tuesday evening 

meal for the residents of the temporary Shelter 

Program.  It’s been a blessing to meet folks 

there and see how this ministry gives them 

both shelter and a boost to what is next as they 

move forwards in life by God’s grace. We will 

again contribute to this program in 2020.  Our 

Christmas Eve Offering of $487 was mailed 

to them December 30th 
 

Maine Adaptive Sports – We again support 

this program in 2020 as an affirmation of their 

annual Ski-A-Thon that supports programs that 

empower adaptive athletes towards a healthy, 

active and rewarding life. A $100 donation was 

sent in February.   

 

Neighbors Driving Neighbors, this local 

ministry program serving to help folks who 

would be otherwise home bound was  

supported with our $500 gift in February 2020 

and through the engagement of those offering 

to serve as drivers, and part of the programs 

leadership 

 

Winthrop, Maine: United Methodist Camp 

Mechuwana.  Scholarship support of campers 

will be forwarded in May of 2020.  The year-

round camp and youth programs happening 

there transforms lives of children and youth. 

 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund – With generous 

donations we are able to assist families with 

urgent housing needs; and will continue 

helping through 2020  Each specific in their 

own way where we were able to be a means of 

God’s Grace in troubling times.   

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry.  This group meets 

twice a month and distributes prayers shawls 

to both women and men who are dealing with 

health issues and or hospital stays. 
 

Belgrade Central School – The Mission and 

Outreach Committee at their August meeting 

found that the school could use donations of 

snacks and school supplies and will be working 

closely with the School Administrators as to 

their needs in 2020 

  

The Committee will develop a schedule of 

monthly mission giving in 2020. We will update 

the above listing monthly as these occur.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Our Next Bread of Life Homeless 
Shelter Dinner will be September15th 

 
There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall for  
those wanting to designate their participation in 
this ministry.  Signing up is important so that 
we are aware of what you will bring so that we 
can complete planning for whatever else needs 
to be prepared and donated.  Thank you! 
 
We would like to encourage as many 
volunteers as possible to help donate items for 
this dinner.  
 
Thank you to Betty Weaver, JoAnn McElvaine, 
Tony Mastromarino, Marcy Decerb and Kathy 
for providing a dinner Tuesday, August 18th.    
 



Right now they are only housing around 20 due 
to the Covid 19 Pandemic.  They are hoping to 
help many more within the next few weeks.   
 
We share a hot meal on the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month.  
 
 

 
 

In addition to providing the Bread of Life 

Homeless Shelter with a hot meal every month; 

we have learned that they are in need of the 

following items.  If you are interested in 

donating, please drop off and we will deliver at 

our next meal delivery. 

 

                            Pillows 

                         

 Bath towels 

                                               

                                    Face Cloths 

 

 

Twin size bed in bags 

 

 

Bedding is so important to us because the shelter 

clients take this with them when they move into 

their own apartments. 

Thank you! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Maple Syrup 
 

$12 per pint 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We support the ministry at the United 
Methodist  
 
Economic Ministry in Salem Township, as we 
extend the grace of God outward regionally. 
100%, all of the funds raised from sales go 
directly to the Economic Ministries that help 
folks, that equip them for work readiness and 
life; Home Repairs, Thrift Shop, Food 
Cupboard, Christmas Gifts, Winter Clothing 
(New Coats and Boots), Backpacks (school 
supplies, essential clothing) Program, Life 
Skills, work.   
 

Pick Some up for Gifts of any occasion! 
 

 

      

 

“Pathway to  Tomorrow” – Union Church 

Capital Campaign 

Last Summer I announced that the church was 

embarking on a year-long Capital Campaign to 

raise $45,000.  The funds are to be used to 

make several improvements to our church 

facility including the brick walkway, new 

signage and new lighting in front of the church; 

new decking on the ramps and stair landings 



and an enlarged and paved parking lot in the 

rear of the church. I am pleased to announce 

that to date we have received gifts and pledges 

totaling $37,650 

That means we need to raise $7,350   to reach 

our goal.  I want to extend a heartfelt THANK 

YOU to those who have already contributed 

and invite everyone else to make  

If you would like to contribute, please make out 

a check to Union Church and write “Capital 

Campaign” on the memo line.  Put it in the 

offering on Sunday morning or send it to the 

church office.  Union Church of Belgrade 

Lakes, UMC, P. O. Box 133, Belgrade Lakes, 

ME 04918.   

 

Thank you, 

Lynn Matson, 

Chair, Staff Parish Relations Committee  

 
 

 

 

RETURNABLE BOX 

@BELGRADE 

TRANSFER 

STATION 

 

Our Returnable Box 

is Yielding Much!    

 

 

To date the amount that has come is 

$4,510.22 from ALL the returnable boxes at 

the Transfer Station which is split 4 ways 

(Rome/Belgrade Food Pantry, Belgrade 

Bible Church, Town of Belgrade and Union  

Church).   

If you need a place to take your returnables 

and want to support the Missions & 

Outreach Committee (they support several 

non for profit groups in the community); 

please take them to the Belgrade Transfer 

Station.   

Ernie has graciously offered to deliver 

these to yet a different Redemption Center ; 

Damon’s in Waterville to turn all the 

bottles/cans in. Thank You Ernie!   

All proceeds will go towards needs in the 

community, such as the Belgrade/Rome 

food pantry, Belgrade Central School, etc.   

THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

 

        United Methodist Economic Ministry 

 

Is in need of items to stock their food 
pantry  - Personal Care Items - Adult  
Toothbrushes, Deodorant, Shampoo 
Laundry Detergent and Dish Soap 
 

We have identified two drop off sites for non-

perishable food and paper products: 

 

Union Church of Belgrade Lakes, UMC, 

Contact the church office to arrange a time 

 207-495-2677 or 

unionchurchmaine@gmail.com 

 

Bath UMC, Contact the church office to 

arrange a time 207-443-4707 or 

bathumc@me.com 
 



Stewardship Campaign 

As we continue to eke by financially, we give 
thanks that Union Church is blessed by 
generous and faithful members whose 
commitment to the ministries of the church 
remain a foremost priority.  Against the 
backdrop of these challenging times, however, 
Union Church launched its 2021 stewardship 
campaign on August 9.  Messages were 
delivered as video recordings that dealt with 
Living in Christian Community at the local 
(Anthony Wilson’s message on Aug 9 
regarding the partnership that exists between 
the Town of Belgrade and Union Church), the 
regional (Julie Guerette & Ethan Minton 
regarding the partnership between the Good 
Shepherd Food Bank and our Church in 
addressing food insecurity), and the global 
(Rev Rene Perez, UMC pastor & member of 
the General Board of Global Ministries) levels 
of ministry and mission.  Their messages are 
available online at the Church’s website:  
www.unionchruchmaine.org.  Each has a 
compelling reason for supporting our Church’s 
involvement in and commitment to these 
ministries. 
 

Union Church consists of committed individuals 
at each of the three levels of involvement:  
local, regional, and global. That is what Union 
Church is all about…living our faith within our 
community. To do that requires that members 
commit time, talent, and, yes, treasures to 
support these programs/ministries.  
Stewardship is our response to an 
invitation to participate in the mission and 
ministries of Union Church.  Stewardship is 
our way of proclaiming what we believe in such 
a way that we offer others an opportunity to 
participate with us in our vision and mission, 
giving generously from the abundance of our 
blessings. 
 

It is anticipated that our operational expenses 
for 2021 will increase by approximately 1.4% or 
$2,347, from $168,929 in 2020, to $171,276 in 
2021.  Together we can insure that we reach 
our goal of fully funding the Church’s 
budget needs for the coming year.  
 

The response to date has been encouraging 
and we invite and urge each of us to pray 
about our financial commitment to Union 
Church in the coming year and returning the 
pledge card as soon as possible to assist the 
Finance Committee in finalizing a budget to be 
presented to our Church Council for 
endorsement.  
 
Tony Mastromarino, Chair, Finance Committee   

 

May God richly bless our efforts to be good 

stewards of ALL God has entrusted to us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN US ON TUESDAYS DURING THE 

SUMMER 

12 P.M. TO 1 P.M 

BRING YOUR OWN PICNIC  

(AND CHAIR IF YOU PREFER) 

 

WE WILL ENJOY EACH OTHER’S 

COMPANY (SOCIAL DISTANCING) 

AND GOOD  CONVERSAION  

AT THE VILLAGE GREEN 

 

IF INCLEMENT WEATHER 

 (INCLUDING TOO HOT)  

WE WILL MEET IN THE SANCTUARY 



 

 

Operations 

Giving Tree 

This giving tree is 

located in 

Friendship Hall on 

top of the Hope 

Chest.  It has been there for some time now.  

However; this seems to have become a not so 

known opportunity for us to give in another 

way.  Ever wonder how you might help keep 

our church operating like a well- oiled 

machine?… We place envelopes that list areas 

of our everyday operating expenses with a 

suggested amount 

(you may donate 

any amount you 

wish), such as 

Office Supplies, 

Electricity, Fuel 

Oil, etc.  As we all 

know these 

expenses seem to 

increase each and 

every day.  Your 

donations are a 

gift to help with our 

budget in a way that pledges may not.   

Thank You!  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

In Person 

Service 

Church 

Reservations 

  

 

Please be 

sure to 

email (unionchurchmaine@gmail.com) by 

noontime each Friday if you wish to attend 

Worship Service in person on Sunday. 
 

AND please be sure to bring a sweater or 

blanket if you tend to be on the cool side as 

we have to keep the windows/doors open and 

the fans on.   

 
 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

HARVEST FESTIVAL  

2020 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Where has Summer gone??  
Where everything else went 
during the Covid Pandemic…  
However, we are still a 
blessed people!   
 
 



Although the Belgrade Lakes 
Business Group will not be 
hosting their usual Harvest 
Festival in town, we the 
church, have decided we 
would hold our own little 
(downsized) Harvest Festival.   
 

Octoberfest will be held on October 10, 2020 

from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Be thinking about ways 

you can help out - many hands needed!  Lots 

of volunteers needed to make this a success 

again this year.  Hoping that each and every 

one of you will come join us in the fun and 

fellowship as we share in our preparations.  It 

is a great way to connect with old friends, meet 

new friends and get incorporated into the life of 

the church and community. 

Craft Table – If you have any crafts you would 

like to share, please feel free to bring them to 

this event.   

Sadly, Bobbi won’t be able to hold her annual 

Craft Day ; However, if you would like a one on 

one demonstration on how to make masks 

and/or microwave bowl holders, she is happy 

to set that up with you.  Please contact her at 

207-495-2470 or bobbimahler@icloud.com 

Bake Shop – We are grateful for any and all 

donations      .   We have observed that the 

small breads (pumpkin, apple, spice, etc.) go 

very well.  And smaller cakes and pies.  Also, 

cookies other than chocolate chip (most 

everyone makes them); Folks are looking for 

your grandma’s favorite recipe cookies.  

Please be sure to fully pre-package everything; 

nothing can be open.   

Harvest Kitchen – Looking for homemade 

soups for the freezer (soups of all kinds that we 

will provide containers for).  Canned goods, 

jams and jellies.  If you are having a hard time 

finding jam jars; Carol has plenty; please 

contact her.  caroljohnson@allstate.com 

Silent Auction – Carol will again chair this 

portion of our HF; however it will be online and 

we will have to be selective of the items we do 

place on the auction as we will be incurring 

fees associated with this way of holding it this 

year.  Please consider a donation; thank you.   

Brats and Hot Dogs – Tom Kelly has 

volunteered to be a griller; who would like to 

join him.  We will need a few volunteers to 

cook and serve these during the day.   

We truly hope and pray that folks are 

looking forward to something to attend and 

to purchase our special Union Church 

delicacies, etc.  We will be taking all the 

necessary precautions to make this as safe 

as possible!   

Nothing will be inside; we will hold it all 

outside on the front lawn under tents. 

In the meantime; save the date, start canning, 

crafting, woodworking, picking out your recipes 

for baked goods and soup for the freezer.   

If you know any shopkeepers; see if they would 

be willing to donate something to our Silent 

Auction. Or check with family and friends to 

see if they would donate an item.  Look for 

“really good” things in your attic or basement 

that you can donate to the auction, or make 

something using your special talents.  Please 

contact Kathy Gerard (Chair) at 

kakoala5@gmail.com or Carol Johnson at 

caroljohnson@allstate.com  (Chair of Silent 

Auction) if you have any 

comments/questions/ideas and would like to 

step up and volunteer. 

Thank you and God Bless! 

 

 



Union Church of Belgrade Lakes 

United Methodist Church 

67 Main Street 

P.O. Box 133  

Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love 

 in all that we say and do…  

 

Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the 

manner of Christ, where all are welcome and cared for… 


