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Dear Members 
and Friends of 
Union Church,  

 
Grace and peace 

to you in the name 

of the One who 

has blessed us 

and gifted us with 

everlasting love 

and never-ending grace; and in the name of 

the One to whom we give our thanks and 

praise, in all times and in all things.  Just now, 

Mark and I give praise and thanks for the many 

ways you all celebrated “Pastors’ Appreciation 

Sunday” with us on and around October 23.  I’ll 

repeat words I shared on that day, for they do 

bear repeating:  “Congregations who feel 

blessed in their pastor have a pastor who is 

surely blessed in the congregation she serves!” 

 

Each year, in the Advent season and again in 

the season of Lent, people offer much-

appreciated words of support in what they 

believe to be a pastor’s busiest seasons.  What 

is not as evident to most is how busy the 

months of October and November are for 

pastors and church leaders!  Consider for a 

moment how much takes place in the life of the 

church in the month of November.  We will (in 

this order):  share our annual “All Saints Day” 

remembrance on November 6, honor veterans 

in our worship service on November 13, meet 

for our annual Church Conference with our 

new District Superintendent, Rev. Arlene Tully 

on November 14 (all are welcome!), mark the 

end of another church year on Christ the King 

Sunday on November 20, celebrate the 

Thanksgiving holiday, and begin a new church 

year on the first Sunday of Advent.  Whew! 

 

The new month about to begin indeed brings 

with it the beginning of the holy season of 

Advent, on Sunday, November 27.  The theme 

for Advent this year is taken from a devotional 

book by Magrey DeVega, titled Songs for the 

Waiting.  Each Sunday, we will be reflecting 

on a beloved Advent hymn, and the messages 

that each of them hold for us.  We’ll begin on 

Sunday, November 27 with the hymn “I Want 

to Walk as a Child of the Light.”  What a great 

time it would be to invite friends and/or family 

members to join you and us in our worship 

services!   

 

As I reflect on the busy month of October just 

completed, and the upcoming full months of 

November and December, I lift up to you words 

from Psalm 65 that I shared in my message on 

October 23.  The second half of the psalm 

offers us some glorious images – “…joyful hills, 

song-struck valleys, shouting sunsets, and 

jubilant daybreaks” – all alive with the power of 

about:blank
about:blank


God flowing through them.  But my personal 

favorite image is this – “You [God] crown the 

year with your bounty…”  As we approach the 

end of another church year, and another 

calendar year, I invite you, with me, to pause 

and consider how God indeed is “crowning” 

another year with God’s bounty.  And then, I 

invite you, with me, to give God all the praise, 

thanks, and glory! 

 

As we continue to be blessed by you, and 

thankful for you, Mark and I wish you a blessed 

Thanksgiving! 

    

In Christ’s Love and Service, 

Pastor Eleanor Collinsworth 

 

 
Reasons to 

Rejoice 
 

Bible in a Year: 
Isaiah 56–58 

2 Thessalonians 
2 
 
 
 
 

 
The righteous will rejoice in the Lord and take 
refuge in him; all the upright in heart will glory 

in him! 
 

Psalm 64:10 
Today's Scripture & Insight: 

Psalm 64 
 
When Ms. Glenda walked into the church 
commons area, her infectious joy filled the 
room. She had just recovered from a difficult 
medical procedure. As she approached me for 
our usual after-church greeting, I thanked God 
for all the times over the years that she’s wept 
with me, gently corrected me, and offered 
encouragement. She’s even asked for 
forgiveness when she’s thought she’s hurt my 
feelings. Whatever the situation, she always 

invites me to share my struggles honestly and 
reminds me that we have many reasons to 
praise God.  
 
Mama Glenda, as she lets me call her, 
wrapped me in a gentle hug. “Hi, Baby,” she 
said. We enjoyed a short conversation and 
prayed together. Then she left—humming and 
singing as always, looking for someone else to 
bless. 
 
In Psalm 64, David boldly approached God 
with his complaints and concerns (v. 1). He 
voiced his frustrations about the wickedness he 
saw around him (vv. 2–6). He didn't lose 
confidence in God’s power or the reliability of 
His promises (vv. 7–9). He knew that one day, 
“The righteous will rejoice in the Lord and take 
refuge in him; all the upright in heart will glory 
in him!” (v. 10). 
 
As we wait for Jesus’ return, we’ll face tough 
times. But we’ll always have reasons to rejoice 
in every day God has made. 
By:  Xochitl Dixon 

 
Reflect & Pray 

What reasons has God given you to rejoice 
today? How can you encourage someone 

who may feel discouraged? 
 

Almighty God, thank You for giving me so 
many reasons to rejoice as I celebrate who 
You are, what You’ve done, and all You’ve 

promised to do. 
 
 

 
 
Pastor Appreciation 
Carved Pumpkin  
By Lynn Matson 
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FRIENDS AND 

NEIGHBOR 
LUNCHEON 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Thursday,  

November 10, 2022  
from 11:30 to 1 p.m.  

 
While we are unable to share this 

time together; while you are eating 
your lunch, pray for those who 

usually join us for lunch on this day 
for fellowship! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our 2022 Global Mission Initiative Is 
Going to The Sheble Campership 

Fund 
 

Joys & Celebrations 
Total as of 10/23/2022:  

$2,662.00 
 
Our yearly goal is 
$2,500  
 

 

 Meetings at a              
      Glance: 
 
   November 2022 

 

 

Worship Committee: 11/8 @ 5:30 p.m.  

 

Staff Parish Relations: 11/14 @ 6 p.m. 

Annual Church Conference: 11/14 @ 7 p.m. 

 

Missions & Outreach:  11/9 @ 11:15  

 

Prayer Shawl: 11/14 and 11/28 @ 1 p.m.  

 

Belgrade Senior Resource Meeting: 11/28 @ 

6 p.m. at the Town Office 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 

Ministries 

 

Through the year in 

this Newsletter we 

highlight our mission projects and programs 

where we serve God through Christlike 

compassion, mercy and transformation; 

reaching out, lifting up, building up.  

 

We will list some of the ways during 2022  

contributions from Missions and Outreach 

through your support received in our weekly 

worship offerings, pledges and special giving. 

 

Center for All Seasons Summer Camp – 

As the school year has begun, we will once 

again support by providing and/or after school 

activity supplies. On 10/12; we donated $250 

for them to purchase pumpkins for jack o 

lantern carving and for activity supplies.   

   

 

           SHEBLE 

CAMPERSHIP FUND 



The Belgrade Rome Food Pantry with special 

monthly “Wish List” donations; January through 

December we will be fillin’ our shopping cart.  -

Many thanks.  Look for Wish List later in the 

NL. 

 

Kenneth Workman Youth Sports Program -

Ever notice the sign at the Belgrade Ball 

Park?  Our donation each year supports this 

local youth program and shares our active 

presence in the community in Christ’s service. 

$200 was donated on May 17th.   

 

Maine Justice Foundation, Augusta, 

Maine. We supported this work that serves the 

LGBT, gay community those of whom are 

among the poor and vulnerable among us, 

facing issues of employment and housing 

discrimination, domestic violence, 

homelessness. In this manner we extend our 

church Welcoming Statement into the 

community beyond our own worship doors. 

Our $500 donation was sent on February 10, 

2022.   

 

Messalonskee High School – In April we 

sent $500 to support the High School’s 

Food Pantry. A food pantry is located at MHS 

to serve their students and families. They also 

hold an event each year called Empty Bowls 

project which supports our local Food 

cupboards and the Food Cupboard at the High 

School. In April we sent a donation of $500 for 

their Food Pantry . 

 

Bread of Life Ministries.  Through the year, 

each month we provide a Tuesday evening 

meal for the residents of the temporary Shelter 

Program.  It’s been a blessing to meet folks 

there and see how this ministry gives them 

both shelter and a boost to what is next as they 

move forwards in life by God’s grace. We will 

again contribute to this program in 2022.  In 

November we sent a donation of $500 to 

support their Christmas Wish List for their 

residents. Our Christmas Eve Offering this year 

again was sent to the Bread of Life Homeless 

Shelter.   

 

Vernon Valley Lodge 99 A.F. & A.M. – We 

again are sponsoring the Bikes for Reading 

Program for local school children by sharing 

with them $200; and will send in late 

November. Jim Webster is a key member of 

this group  
 

Adaptive Outdoor Education Center – We 

again supported this program in 2022 as an 

affirmation of their annual Ski-A-Thon that 

supports programs that empower adaptive 

athletes towards a healthy, active and 

rewarding life. A $100 donation was sent on 

February 10, 2022.   
 

Neighbors Driving Neighbors, this local 

ministry program serving to help folks who 

would be otherwise home bound was  

supported with our $500 gift on February 10, 

2021 and through the engagement of those 

offering to serve as drivers, and part of the 

programs leadership 
 

Winthrop, Maine: United Methodist Camp 

Mechuwana.  They are back to holding in 

person camp outings!  If you have 

children/grandchildren who would like to 

attend, please sign them up soon; their 

camping sessions are filling up fast.    On April 

13th we sent a $500 donation towards this 

much needed program.  The year-round camp 

and youth programs happening there 

transforms lives of children and youth. 
 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund – With generous 

donations we are able to assist families with 

urgent housing needs; and will continue 

helping through 2022.  Each specific in their 

own way are able to be a means of God’s 

Grace in troubling times.  To date $1,018.29 

has been expended. 

 



Prayer Shawl Ministry.  This group meets 

twice a month (2nd and 4th Monday  @ 1 p.m.) 

and distributes prayers shawls to both women 

and men who are dealing with health issues 

and or hospital stays.  
 

Belgrade Central School – The Mission and 

Outreach Committee at their August meeting 

found that the school could use donations of 

snacks and school supplies and will be working 

closely with the School Administrators as to 

their needs in 2022.  We dropped off a 

donation ($200 worth) of snacks on April 

18th for the kiddos when they got back from 

their Spring break. Now that school is back 

in session we will once again provide 

snacks on a regular basis.   
 

Belgrade Public Library – On May 17th we 

sent a donation of $100 to the Sandra Fuller 

Fund (Collection of Children’s Classical Book)  
 

Belgrade Fire & Rescue – A donation in the 

amount of $500 was sent to support the First  

Responders Bench that will be placed at the 

Town Office.  
 

Furnace Cleanings – We donated $990 to 

Bruce Galouch who generously volunteered to 

clean furnaces for those who were unable to 

afford to have this done themselves.   
 

Preacher’s Aid Society – At our September 

21st meeting it was approved to send a 

donation in the amount of $500.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our Next Bread of Life Homeless 
Shelter Dinner will be  

NOVEMBER 15th 
 
Please email us at 
unionchurchmaine@gmail.com for  
those of you wanting to designate your 
participation in this ministry; we are looking for 
many volunteers.  Signing up is important so 
that we are aware of what you will bring so that 
we can complete planning for whatever else 
needs to be prepared and donated.  Thank 
you! 
 

We would like to encourage as many 
volunteers as possible to help donate 

 items for this dinner. 
 
At this time they are housing around 50 
residents.   
 
Thank you to Shelly, Cheryl, Paul Lenfest, 
Tony, Hilary, Lynn McClure, Meg, JoAnn, 
Betty, Sharron, Diane Dunn and Kathy for 
sharing in this ministry on October 11th.  
 

We share a hot meal on the  
3rd Tuesday of each month. 

 

 
In addition to providing the Bread of Life 
Homeless Shelter with a hot meal every 
month; we have learned that they are in 
need of Warm Clothing including the 
following items: Wool Hats, Gloves, 
Hand and Feet Warmers. If you are 
interested in donating, please drop off 
and we will deliver at our next meal 
delivery. 
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 Pillows 

 

 

                 Bath Towels     

 

          

  Face Cloths 

 

 

Twin size bed in bags 

 

 

Bedding is so important to us because the shelter 

clients take this with them when they move into 

their own apartments 

 

Soup Kitchen Wish List 

 

Bottled 

Water  

 

Sandwich Ziplock Baggies  

 

 

Coffee Creamer  

 

 

 
 
 

 

    MONTH OF 

NOVEMBER 

 

 

                                          

 

                                      “FEAST DAYS”   

 

FOR THE ROME/BELGRADE  

FOOD PANTRY 

Turkey/Chicken Gravy Instant 

Packets (Please NO cans or jars) 

 

Bags/Boxes of Stuffing 

 

Cans Cranberry Sauce 
 

FOR THE ROME/BELGRADE 

FOOD PANTRY 

                           

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS NEEDED: 

TOOTHBRUSHES (INDIVIDUAL) 

TOOTHPASTE (REG SIZE) 

DEODORANT (GENERIC) 

SHAMPOO (GENERIC)  

 

 
Finance 

Committee 

Update 

 
 

 

As the end of 2022 approaches and autumn turns 

to winter, an important piece of unfinished business 

for Union Church is or will be the approval of an 

operating budget for 2023.  The finance committee 



has spent considerable time machinating over the 

details of that budget proposal.  

On the income side, as of October 23, 2022, 

Union Church received responses from 87% of this 

year’s pledging units.  Those 41 pledges received 

total $107,110 which is just shy of this year’s 

pledged total by $1,890.  However, the committee 

feels quite confident that before the end of the year 

the total pledged for 2023 WILL exceed the current 

year’s 47 pledges totaling $109,000.   This is 

important since almost three-quarters of our total 

income is derived from pledges.  The balance of 

the Church’s income is derived from loose 

offerings, facility fees, fund raisers, and other 

miscellaneous income.  The estimates for these 

categories for 2023 are:  $26,000 (Loose 

Offerings), $1,000 (Facilities), $10,000 (Fund 

Raisers), and $5,000 (transfer from undesignated 

gifts received).  Thus, total income is projected to 

be $149,110 (perhaps higher as additional pledges 

are received). 

We are truly blessed, and this alone should prompt 

us to respond generously and enthusiastically so 

that the mission and ministries of Union Church can 

and will be accomplished in and through us in our 

community.  

Despite projected income of approximately 

$150,000in 2023, expenses are projected to be 

nearly 6% higher than 2022.  The increases reflect 

higher compensation including salaries, pension, 

and health care, increased charges for utilities (fuel 

oil, Spectrum, and CMP), higher property and 

liability insurance premiums, increase in Mission 

Shares, office supplies (Quick Books fees, postage) 

and parsonage related expenses (real estate taxes 

and road association fees).  The expense total is 

projected to be $179,128.      

You don’t need an accounting degree to recognize 

that there is an imbalance between the Income and 

Expenses for 2023.  That Faith Line is projected to 

be perhaps as high as $30,018. 

We are exploring a possible source of an additional 

$10,000 of Federal funds awarded to the State of 

Maine for small businesses and nonprofits who 

have suffered financial losses.  We are fortunate in 

that our unrestricted checkbook balance will have a 

significant positive balance heading in to 2023, but 

that is not a solution long term.  The finance 

committee welcomes your feedback or 

suggestions.  The annual Church Conference to be 

convened on Monday evening, November 14, 

2022, will be asked to approve the 2023 Church 

Budget.  Your voice is important, and you are 

encouraged to attend and participate in this 

process.  

In closing, I again want to thank our members for 

their faithful, generous, and dedicated commitment 

in support of the mission and ministries of Union 

Church.  Your continued participation in the life of 

Union Church is gratefully appreciated, is 

absolutely necessary, and is of the utmost 

importance.  As we are blest, so let us be a 

blessing to those in need.   As Jesus reminds us, 

Give and you shall Receive.  Amen. 

Respectfully, 
Tony Mastromarino  
 
 

 

 BIBLE STUDY 

October 5th to  

November 2nd 

 

Explore a fresh and timely 

interpretation of Jesus’ most 

popular teaching parables. 

Jesus was a skilled storyteller and perceptive 

teacher who used parables from everyday 

life to effectively convey his message and 

meaning. Life in first-century Palestine was 

very different from our world today, and 

many traditional interpretations of Jesus' 

stories ignore this disparity and have often 

allowed anti-Semitism and misogyny to color 

their perspectives. 

 

In this Bible study based on her Short Stories 

by Jesus, Amy-Jill Levine analyzes these 

"problems with parables" taking readers 

back in time to understand how their 



original Jewish audience understood them. 

With this revitalized understanding, she 

interprets these moving stories for the 

contemporary reader, showing how the 

parables are not just about Jesus, but are 

also about us—and when read rightly, still 

challenge and provoke us two thousand 

years later. 

 
Everyone Welcome! 

 
 

. HARVEST FESTIVAL 
2022 

 

We give thanks for ALL 
of you angels of God!  It 
is not the Chair who gets 

it done; just works alongside organizing, it is 
ALL who participated who made this Event the 
Blessing that is was.   
 
As of Sunday, October 23rd we have been 
blessed to receive a total of (prior to expenses:  
$3,732.75 
 
Our Online Auction ended October 9th at 6 
p.m.  Carol reports that this event proceeds is 
$3,154, prior to expenses 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in 
this wonderful online event again this year.   
 
AND a HUGE thank you to Carol who 
worked arduously setting this up and 
uploaded all the pictures, information and 
monitoring the event.  God Bless You! 
 

 

 

Coffee Hour Social  
in October 

 
Hey everybody, we’re planning to 
have an old-fashioned coffee hour 
on October 30th after the 9:30 

service.  Nothing fancy, just some cake, and 
coffee or tea to enjoy while we talk with each 
other.  It’s been far too long since we’ve shared 
fellowship after worship, so I hope you will plan 

to spend a few minutes catching up with your 
church friends.  See you on the 23rd;Hopefully, 
 
Don Petersen  
Worship and Music Committee 
 

 
 

UNITED 
METHODIST 
WOMEN’S 

FOOD DRIVE 
FOR THE  

 
 

ROME/BELGRADE FOOD PANTRY  
 

NOVEMBER 5th  
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 

The United Methodist 

Women’s group is holding 

this food drive in hopes that 

folks will drop by much 

needed items as listed 

below:  

Canned Foods: Corned 

Beef Hash, Beans, Canned 

Chicken, Stews, Cranberry 

Sauce 

Cleaning Supplies, soaps, detergents, dish 

soap, toothpaste, toilet paper, paper towels, 

etc.  

They will be at Church from 9 to 2 p.m. on 

Saturday the 17th for you to drop off your 

donations. If you don’t find the time to shop; 

money donations are always welcome too. 

Thank you and God Bless you!  

 

 

 

 



This Special 

Blessing was 

held on Sunday, 

October 1st with 

5 Furry Babies in 

attendance; it 

was a beautiful day at the Village Green.   

 

Shelly & 

Juneau 

 

 

 

 

Gail & Frank 

Surry & 
Siesta 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Phyllis & Lynn  
Sydney & Cody 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Church Conference 

 
November 14, 2022 

 
 
 
 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Staff 
Parish Relations will meet 

with Arlene Tully, District Superintendent.   
 
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. we as Church Members 
will meet with her.  
 
Please post on your calendars and plan on 
attending this very important meeting with our 
District Superintendent.  
 

 

ALL ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND! 

 

UNITED METHODIST 

WOMEN’S 

 CHRISTMAS GIVING 

TREE 

 

Beginning Sunday 

November 27th there 

will be a tree in the 

Sanctuary full of tags 

with items listed on 

them that the children 

of the Belgrade 

Central School are asking for Christmas 

gifts this year. On your way out from our 

Worship Service (in you attend in person), 

please stop by and pick up 1, 2 or as many 

as you would like.  If you don’t attend in 

person, please feel free to stop by on 

Tuesday or Wednesdays of each week to 

pick up some tags.  Please have the gifts 

back to the Church by Sunday December 

11th, preferably wrapped, but if you do not 

have the time to wrap Bobbi will wrap them 

for you.  

Thank You! 



                                 

SATURDAY 

NOVEMBER 

5TH 

 

 

 

DON’T FORGET TO SET YOUR CLOCKS 

BACK SATURDAY NIGHT OR YOU WILL 

BE EARLY TO CHURCH 

WHETHER IN PERSON OR 

ONLINE  

 

 

 

 
Saturday, 
December 

3rd 

4 p.m. to 7 p.m.  
 

Chowder/Soup  
Crafts 

Bake Shoppe 

                                                                     
We will be looking for donations of 

chowders/soups, baked goods, and crafts  
 

We also need Folks to volunteer as 
Servers and to help out at the 

 different tables to oversee sales, etc.   
 

Set Up Date and Time to Be Determined 

 

Please let Bobbi our Chair know if you are 
willing to volunteer for this wonderful 

event.  Or sign up on the Sign-Up Sheet in 
Friendship Hall 

THANK YOU!!!  
 

 

 

 

 

Services Will be Held on Christmas Eve 

This year since Christmas is on Sunday we 

thought we would hold two Services on 

Christmas Eve and not hold our morning 

service on Christmas Day.  That way 

everyone can go about their Christmas 

gatherings as you would each Christmas.  

However, if you feel strongly about 

attending a Worship Service on Christmas 

morning, please email us at 

uninchurchmaine@gmail.com. 

We will hold our traditional Candle Light 
Service at 5:30 and adding another  

Candle Light Service at 11 p.m. 
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Union Church of Belgrade Lakes 

United Methodist Church 

67 Main Street 

P.O. Box 133  

Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love 

 in all that we say and do…  

 

Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the 

manner of Christ, where all are welcome and cared for… 


