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Dear Members
and Friends of
Union Church,
Happy Easter!
Grace and peace
to you in the name
of our Risen Lord
and Savior Jesus
Christ. Easter is
far more than one
day. It’s a season, and for Christ-followers, it’s
a way of living.
We are Easter People living in community with
other Easter People – because the God of our
faith is a God of community. We need to look
no further than the Holy Trinity to be reminded
of that! My favorite depiction of the Holy Trinity
goes like this: God, our Creator; Jesus Christ,
our Redeemer; Holy Spirit, our Sustainer. One
day late in the season of Lent, my devotions
led me to consider what it really means to be
“redeemed,” for if Christ is our Redeemer, then
we are invited, welcomed, encouraged to be
redeemed. Kind-of like a coupon! We are
each a coupon, and Jesus is the one doing the
redeeming. But…not all coupons are
redeemed. Think about it. If you’re at all like
me, you’ve found those coupons stashed away
in a cubbyhole of the desk, lost in the depths of
a purse, crunched up down in the fold or slot of
a wallet. Lost, forgotten about, and
then…expired.

The reality of life as a coupon: not all coupons
are redeemed. Through forgetfulness, or some
fault of no one else’s but our own, some
coupons expire before we can redeem them.
And like coupons, sadly, not all people, not all
living souls, are redeemed. Ah!! But unlike
those inanimate paper and electronic coupons,
Jesus Christ is always and ever ready to
redeem. Jesus doesn’t lose or forget a single
one! Jesus as the Redeemer is perfect in his
track record for redeeming coupons. It’s we,
as coupons, who choose to hide ourselves
from the Redeemer – hiding ourselves in the
dark depths, in the dimly lit cubbyholes and
corners of life. Sometimes by accident,
sometimes in the ignorance of unawareness,
sometimes on purpose. Christ always
redeems when we offer ourselves for
redemption. That is the great good news that
we are called to share as Easter People!
Here it is in the contemporary Christian song
by “Big Daddy Weave”:
Because I've got a new name, a new life, I'm
not the same,
And a hope that will carry me home…
I am redeemed, You set me free. So I'll
shake off these heavy chains,

Wipe away every stain, 'cause I'm not who I
used to be.
The coming month is filled with the promise of
being redeemed, of being revived, in the ways
that we will celebrate as a community of faith.
We will celebrate Mother’s Day on Sunday,
May 8. On May 29, Memorial Sunday, we will
celebrate the memories of our loved ones who
have gone before. And on Sunday, June 5, we
will be reminded of the Holy Spirit’s abiding
presence on Pentecost Sunday. I invite you to
join us for all of these wonderful celebrations!
Together in Christ’s Love and Service,

Pastor Eleanor Collinsworth

foods were permissible to eat and what days
were considered holy brought disagreement
among the Christians in Rome. Despite being
“fully convinced in their own mind” on
whichever position they held, Paul reminds
them of their common ground: living for Jesus
(Romans 14:5–9). Instead of passing judgment
on one another, he encouraged them to “do
what leads to peace and to mutual edification”
(v. 19).
In an era when many countries, churches, and
communities are divided over issues large and
small, we can point one another to the unifying
truth of Christ’s work on the cross to secure our
life with Him eternally. Paul’s reminder that we
ought not “destroy the work of God” (v. 20) with
our individual positions is as timely today as it
was 2,000 years ago. Instead of passing
judgment on one another, we can act in love
and live in a way that honors our brothers and
sisters.
By: Kirsten Holmberg

Reflect & Pray

What Counts
Bible in a Year
2 Samuel 16–18
Luke 17:20–37
Let us therefore make every effort to do what
leads to peace and to mutual edification.
Romans 14:19
Today's Scripture & Insight: Romans 14:13–
23
My friend recounted how she’d pointedly been
asked by a fellow believer and colleague which
political party she belonged to. His aim in
asking the question seemed to be to predict
whether he agreed with her on any number of
issues currently dividing their community. In an
effort to find common ground between them,
she simply replied, “Since we’re both believers,
I’d rather focus on our unity in Christ.”
People were also divided in Paul’s day, though
over different issues. Topics such as what

When did a difference of opinion cause
division between you and another believer?
If you resolved your differences, how did
you do so?
Jesus, thank You for saving me. Forgive me for
the times I get distracted by lesser issues and
allow division to occur between myself and
other believers. Help me to bring unity through
focusing on You.

HAVE A BLESSED
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

FRIENDS
AND
NEIGHBOR
LUNCHEON

Meetings at a
Glance:
MAY 2022
Finance Committee: 5/3 @9:30 a.m.
Worship Committee: 5/10 @ 5:30 p.m.

Thursday,
May 12, 2022
from 11:30 to 1 p.m.
While we are unable to share this
time together; while you are eating
your lunch, pray for those who
usually join us for lunch on this day
for fellowship!

Missions & Outreach: 5/11 @ 11:15
Prayer Shawl: 5/9 and 5/23 @ 1 p.m.
Belgrade Senior Resource Meeting: 5/23 @6
p.m. at the Town Office

Our Mission
Ministries
Through the year in
this Newsletter we
highlight our mission projects and programs
where we serve God through Christlike
compassion, mercy and transformation;
reaching out, lifting up, building up.

Our 2022 Global Mission Initiative Is
Going to The Sheble Campership
Fund
Joys & Celebrations
Total as of 4/24/2022:
$657
Our yearly goal is
$2,500;

SHEBLE
CAMPERSHIP FUND

We will list some of the ways during 2022
contributions from Missions and Outreach
through your support received in our weekly
worship offerings, pledges and special giving.
Center for All Seasons Summer Camp –
In June We donated $200 worth of snacks for
the kiddoes. Summer Camp End of year BBQ
was held on August 15th with this committee
providing/grilling hamburgers and hot dogs as
well as fruit and ice cream for as many as 75!
The Belgrade Rome Food Pantry with special
monthly “Wish List” donations; January through

December we will be fillin’ our shopping cart. Many thanks. Look for Wish List later in the
NL.
Kenneth Workman Youth Sports Program Ever notice the sign at the Belgrade Ball
Park? Our donation each year supports this
local youth program and shares our active
presence in the community in Christ’s service.
$150 was donated on June 9th.
Maine Justice Foundation, Augusta,
Maine. We supported this work that serves the
LGBT, gay community those of whom are
among the poor and vulnerable among us,
facing issues of employment and housing
discrimination, domestic violence,
homelessness. In this manner we extend our
church Welcoming Statement into the
community beyond our own worship doors.
Our $500 donation was sent on February 10,
2022.
Messalonskee High School – In April we
sent $500 to support the High School’s
Food Pantry. A food pantry is located at MHS
to serve their students and families. They also
hold an event each year called Empty Bowls
project which supports our local Food
cupboards and the Food Cupboard at the High
School. In April we sent a donation of $500 for
their Food Pantry .
Bread of Life Ministries. Through the year,
each month we provide a Tuesday evening
meal for the residents of the temporary Shelter
Program. It’s been a blessing to meet folks
there and see how this ministry gives them
both shelter and a boost to what is next as they
move forwards in life by God’s grace. We will
again contribute to this program in 2022. In
November we sent a donation of $500 to
support their Christmas Wish List for their
residents. Our Christmas Eve Offering this year

again was sent to the Bread of Life Homeless
Shelter.
Waterville Homeless Shelter – In late
December we shared with them a donation of
$500
Vernon Valley Lodge 99 A.F. & A.M. – We
again are sponsoring the Bikes for Reading
Program for local school children by sharing
with them $200; sent in November. Jim
Webster is a key member of this group
Adaptive Outdoor Education Center – We
again supported this program in 2022 as an
affirmation of their annual Ski-A-Thon that
supports programs that empower adaptive
athletes towards a healthy, active and
rewarding life. A $100 donation was sent on
February 10, 2022.
Neighbors Driving Neighbors, this local
ministry program serving to help folks who
would be otherwise home bound was
supported with our $500 gift on February 10,
2021 and through the engagement of those
offering to serve as drivers, and part of the
programs leadership
Winthrop, Maine: United Methodist Camp
Mechuwana. They are back to holding in
person camp outings! If you have
children/grandchildren who would like to
attend, please sign them up soon; their
camping sessions are filling up fast. On April
13th we sent a $500 donation towards this
much needed program. The year-round camp
and youth programs happening there
transforms lives of children and youth.
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund – With generous
donations we are able to assist families with
urgent housing needs; and will continue
helping through 2022. Each specific in their
own way are able to be a means of God’s

Grace in troubling times. To date $1,018.29
has been expended.
Prayer Shawl Ministry. This group meets
twice a month (2nd and 4th Monday @ 1 p.m.)
and distributes prayers shawls to both women
and men who are dealing with health issues
and or hospital stays. A special Prayer Shawl
was made with love and gifted to Dottie Matson
for 100th Birthday.
Belgrade Central School – The Mission and
Outreach Committee at their August meeting
found that the school could use donations of
snacks and school supplies and will be working
closely with the School Administrators as to
their needs in 2022. We will be dropping off
a donation ($200 worth) of snacks for the
kiddos when they come back from winter
break.

Our Next Bread of Life Homeless
Shelter Dinner will be May 17th
Please email us at
unionchurchmaine@gmail.com for
those of you wanting to designate your
participation in this ministry; we are looking for
many volunteers. Signing up is important so
that we are aware of what you will bring so that
we can complete planning for whatever else
needs to be prepared and donated. Thank
you!
We would like to encourage as many
volunteers as possible to help donate
items for this dinner.
At this time they are housing around 50
residents.
Thank you to Pastor Eleanor, Lynn & Kip,
Sharron, JoAnn, Tony, Hilary, Carol and Kathy
for sharing in this ministry on February 15th.
We share a hot meal on the
3rd Tuesday of each month.

- Craft Shows –
The Town of Belgrade will host a series
of craft shows at the Village Green. The
shows will be on the last Sunday of the
month from May to September, with an
additional show on Saturday, Oct. 8
(Harvest Festival Day). (May 29, June
26, July 31, August 28, September 25)
Each show will be from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
(Rain or Shine) and will feature wares
created by local artists and crafters.

In addition to providing the Bread of Life
Homeless Shelter with a hot meal every month;
we have learned that they are in need of the
following items which includes sweatshirts,
hoodies (Lg/XL), gloves and scarves. If you
are interested in donating, please drop off and
we will deliver at our next meal delivery.

Pillows

Bath Towels

MONTH OF
Face Cloths

MAY

Twin size bed in bags

Bedding is so important to us
because the shelter clients take this with them
when they move into their own apartments

Soup Kitchen Wish List

Mayday Mayhem
Tomato Soup, Chicken
Noodle Soup, and Ramen Soup.

Bottled Water

Sandwich Ziplock Baggies

FOR THE ROME/BELGRADE
FOOD PANTRY
ANY AND ALL PERSONAL CARE ITEMS
ARE ALWAYS NEEDED

Coffee Creamer

CHURCH COUNCIL

Finance
Committee
Update

SUNDAY, May 1st
10:30 A.M. In
Person right after
our Worship
Service

EVERYONE WELCOME AND
ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND

Prior to the celebration of Easter, the Church
celebrated/commemorated the season of Lent
---a time to reflect on the extravagant act of
Love that is the Passion and Death of Jesus
preceding His Resurrection. In the Lenten
study, one of the chapters in the book on
“Entering the Passion of Jesus” by Amy-Jill
Levine recounts a story contained in all four

gospels (Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 7, and
John 12) in which a woman (not necessarily
the same woman in each account) anoints
Jesus using expensive ointments. Some
observers were upset that this act was a waste
of money that could have been used more
wisely to care for those who were poor. But
Jesus admonishes them and tells them that we
will always have the poor with us, but that we
will not always have Him. Jesus compliments
the extravagant generosity of these women.
Likewise, throughout the year we have
opportunities aplenty to manifest our
extravagant generosity --- be it one denarius
or many denarii. Let us reflect on how our
financial gifts are used to support the mission
and ministries of Union Church. We, too, can
and do touch the lives of many by and through
our faithful and extravagant generosity.
Through the first quarter of 2022, income has
totaled $40,440 (an amount that is 108% of
what was projected!) and expenses totaled
$39,602 (92.5% of what was projected!), giving
us a net operating income of $838. The
unrestricted checkbook balance as of March
31, 2022 was a healthy $49,470. Many thanks
to ALL of our members for your continued
support.
Respectfully,
Tony Mastromarino

OUR
CHOIR IS
COMING
BACK!!!
Beginning
April 21st
they gathered for Choir Practice and will
sing on Sunday Mornings! Hip Hip Hooray!

They are looking for more folks to come
sing with them. They meet every Tuesday
@ 6:30 p.m. Please connect with Don
Petersen in person while here at Worship or
email him at donpetersen26@gmail.com

Calling all Spring Cleaning
Volunteers!!!
May 18th
beginning at 9
a.m. –
whenever
finished or the
group decides
to come back
another day
On Wednesday
May 18th we
would love to
have many of you come help us spruce up
our Church Building to make it more
inviting for our guests and ourselves.
Much needs to be done to give it a deep
cleaning:
Sweeping, vacuuming, window washing
and dusting of all
the rooms on the
main building and
two of the rooms
upstairs that we
make available to
rent out.
The carpets will be
professional
cleaned (that is
being set up).

MOTHER’S
DAY
FLOWERS
Once again this
year we will
place buckets of
flowers on our
sidewalk on
Saturday May 7th
and Sunday May
8th or until they
are gone; for
anyone to stop
by and pick up a flower for the Mom in their
life.
Thank you Carol for picking them up!

Union Coffeehouse
2022 – We’re Back!
The Union Coffeehouse
will be back this summer
for 3 concerts in the
Union Church Friendship
Hall starting in June. It
will be wonderful to return
to this inviting venue that
has been the scene of so
much wonderful music
since 2006. We have a wonderful lineup of
talent set for the summer of 2022! The
Coffeehouse is a part of Union Church’s
community outreach program offering
wholesome musical entertainment at a bargain
price. We invite everyone to mark their
calendars and plan to attend the following
outstanding concerts:

Saturday,
June 11 –
For our
first
concert in
2022, the Union Coffeehouse welcomes for
the first time Gilead Road, an acoustic duo
from New London, CT. Lizzy Hess and Glenn
Stevens sing original songs sprinkled with
favorite gems of contemporary and traditional
songwriting. Their songs tell stories of personal
history, reflections on life, and a search for
humor in today’s wild world. You can hear
echoes of John Prine, Nancy Griffith, Kate
Wolfe, and David Crosby in their music. Lizzy
sings and Glenn brings his guitar, voice, and
songwriting. Together they spark a chemistry
that is more than the sum of its parts. You
won’t want to miss their engaging and heartfelt
music.
Saturday, July 9 - For the mid-summer
concert of our 2022 summer season, the
Union Coffeehouse will feature the delightful
music of
Simons and
Goodwin.
The tight-knit
harmonies of
Renee
Goodwin and
Bob Simons
have made
them a perennial favorite here at the
Coffeehouse. This wonderfully talented folksinging duo performs both original and
traditional folk and popular songs
complemented by Bob’s intricate guitar
accompaniment. There is a warmth that
comes through their songs and it makes you
feel like you're listening to old friends.

Saturday,
August 20 The Union
Coffeehous
e is pleased
to bring back
Mark
Mandeville
and
Raianne Richards to close out our 2022
season on Saturday, August 20. Raianne and
Mark are clearly inheritors of a timeless legacy,
creating music that is both original and
evocative of a rich tradition. Blending
distinctive voices and a wide range of
accompaniment (guitar, harmonica, ukulele,
clarinet, penny whistle, electric bass), their
songs have been well-received by audiences
around the eastern United States and Canada
since 2010. Transcending the genre of folk
Americana, their music echoes inspiration from
traditional folk duos and singer/songwriters like
Ian & Sylvia, Kate Wolf and Neil Young –
combining beautiful harmonies and a lyrical
intensity, while establishing a unique sound of
their own.
Please show your support for this wonderful
Union Church community outreach program by
coming to the Union Coffeehouse concerts
and bringing your friends. The concerts will
start at 7 PM in Friendship Hall and the
featured performers start the show. They will
be followed by the serendipitous group of
performers who show up for the Open Mic
time. We don’t know whether we’ll be able to
offer the refreshments and baked goods that
have become a hallmark of the Union
Coffeehouse. We’ll have to keep an eye on
what COVID is doing and make our decision as
we get closer to the performance dates. We
hope you will come and enjoy the wonderful
concerts that we are able to offer this year.

Upcoming
Bible
Study
Whether it’s
because of
distractions,
busyness, or
a case of the
blahs, we can
experience a
drift toward
indifference in
our spiritual lives. We have a need for an
ongoing spiritual awakening if we want to
become more aware of God’s presence and
activity in our everyday lives.
During this 6 week series you will journey with
the first followers of Jesus and witness the birth
and growth of the early church through spiritual
awakening to the power of God’s Spirit,
message, freedom, grace, mission, and
direction.
From their experiences you will learn postures
that will help you attune your own spiritual
heart to experience God’s presence, hear
God’s voice, and see God at work all around.
This study offers a fresh encounter with God to
prepare you to:
- Face daily battles
- Be able to discern the messages of our
culture
- Be ready to share God’s love with others
always
We have ordered the DVD and books and will
begin this study as soon as they arrive.
Everyone welcome; please join us!
Wednesdays 10 a.m. – 11 a.m.

Sunrise
Service,
April 17th
@ 5:45
a.m.

We were blessed that it wasn’t too cold and
was able to catch glimpses of the sun shining
through the clouds. Although it was not a full
on Sunrise; the Sun kept peeking through all
the clouds all during the Service. Nevertheless,
it was a beautiful time of fellowship together so
early in the morning (5:45 a.m.). 20 joined us
for this early morning time of fellowship.. We
were also blessed with 40+ at our 9:30 a.m.
Easter Service. We trust you all had a most
wonderful Easter spent with your family and
friends.

UMCOR International
Disaster Response
and Recovery for Ukraine
continues to receive your
donations
Country: Global
Advance #982450
The United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) responds to dozens of unsung
disasters every year. UMCOR is there even
when the news cameras are not. Whether it is
the South Asia tsunami or cholera in Cameroon
or Ebola in West Africa, UMCOR is there: sowing
seeds of hope and empowering communities to
step forward to a new and better future. When a
natural or human-caused disaster strikes outside
of the United States, UMCOR serves as the
primary channel for United Methodist assistance.
This includes supports refugees fleeing disasters
with food, water, hygiene and other essential
nonfood supplies and temporary shelter. UMCOR
cooperates with local bishops, district
superintendents, and church leaders to help
them develop their own response mechanisms.
UMCOR trains disaster response coordinators for
each district or region to: 1. Categorize disasters
2. Recognize common phases or stages of
disasters 3. Balance needs vs. capacity to
respond 4. Create a disaster-response plan 5.
Use material resources and volunteers efficiently
6. Network with local and national partners 8.
Adhere to Sphere Minimum Standards in
Humanitarian Response & ICRC Humanitarian
Code of Conduct The coordinators use this
information and training to network with other
local groups and governments to respond to
emergencies in their areas. This increases the
capacity of local disaster response units.
By giving through the Advance, 100% of your
donation reaches your chosen mission project
or ministry.

458 Ponce De Leon Ave, NE,
Atlanta, GA 30308
https://umcmission.org/advanceproject/982450/

Union Church of Belgrade Lakes
United Methodist Church
67 Main Street
P.O. Box 133
Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918

Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love
in all that we say and do…
Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the
manner of Christ, where all are welcome and cared for…

