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Dear Members 
and Friends of 
Union Church,  

 
Greetings in the 
name of the One 
we are called to 
follow on our way 
through this life, 
and to follow even 
to the Cross, as 

we have begun to walk together through the 
holy season of Lent. 
 
This is the season in which we are to 
contemplate our faith and how we are living it 
out.  The tendency (temptation?) is to make 
our faith all about what we do and how much 
we do.  It’s relatively easy to measure that.  
The greater challenge, I believe, is to make our 
faith about who we are.  And it’s much harder 
to measure or assess who we are!  In the 
theme I’ve chosen for our worship experiences 
and Bible Study time in this Lenten season, 
“Faces At the Cross,” I am inviting us all to 
explore who those people were – the ones who 
were the ”Faces At the Cross.”  Yes, we are to 
consider what and how much (or little) they did, 
but more significantly, we will gain more insight 
into our own faith as Christ-followers by 
considering who they were, as real people with 
real faces. 
 
Long before Jesus Christ had worshippers 
(those who worship him), Jesus Christ had 
followers.  There are those who believe that we  

 
should worship God and follow Christ.  Father 
Richard Rohr says this:  “I believe that we 
rather totally missed Jesus’ major point when 
we made a religion out of him instead of 
realizing he was giving us a message of simple 
humanity, vulnerability, and nonviolence that 
was necessary for the reform of all religions – 
and for the survival of humanity.”  In other 
words, “worship God and follow Christ.” 
 
There is no doubt that Christianity has gotten a 
bad rap through the millennia.  It’s due, partly, 
to the reality that there are (and have always 
been) some self-proclaimed Christians whose 
lives and choices depict a contradiction 
between message and action.  Father Richard 
Rohr says that “Christians too often preach a 
self-absorbed gospel of piety and religious 
fervor, rather than a ‘lifestyle gospel.’”  It’s not 
as much about what and how much we do as it 
is about who we are in every moment of our 
lives.  The good news of Lent is that we have 
rather unique opportunities in this holy season 
to focus on who we are as followers of Jesus.    
 
It is my hope and prayer that I can provide 
such opportunities in our exploration of “Faces 
At the Cross,” as they are creatively presented 
by Reverend J. Barrie Shepherd in his book of 
the same title.  In each of the weeks of Lent, 
we will consider “Those Who Were In Charge,” 
“Those Who Were Seekers,” “Those Who 
Were Sinners,” “Those Who Were Villains,” 



“Those Who Loved,” and on Palm/Passion 
Sunday, “Those Who Were There.” 
 
It is also my hope and prayer that Lent will be a 
season of journeying together as we grow in 
our discovery of who we are as individuals, and 
who we are as a community of Christian faith – 
a community of Christ followers. 
 
Together In Christ’s Love and Service, 

Pastor Eleanor Collinsworth 

 

 

 
 

Juror Number 8 
 

Bible in a Year: 
• Leviticus 17–18 

• Matthew 27:27–50 
 

Do not follow the crowd in doing wrong. 
Exodus 23:2 

 
Today's Scripture & Insight: 
Exodus 23:1–9 
 
“One man is dead. Another man’s life is at 
stake,” says the judge somberly in the classic 
1957 film 12 Angry Men. The evidence against 
the young suspect appears overwhelming. But 
during deliberations, it’s the brokenness of the 
jury that’s exposed. One of the twelve—juror 
number 8—votes “not guilty.” A heated debate 
ensues, in which the lone juror is mocked as 
he points out discrepancies in the testimony. 
Emotions escalate, and the jury members’ own 
murderous and prejudicial tendencies come to 
light. One by one, the jurors switch their votes 
to not guilty. 
 
When God gave His instructions to the new 
nation of Israel, He insisted on honest courage. 
“When you give testimony in a lawsuit,” God 
said, “do not pervert justice by siding with the 
crowd” (Exodus 23:2). Interestingly, the court 

was neither to “show favoritism to a poor 
person” (v. 3) nor to “deny justice to your poor 
people” (v. 6). God, the righteous judge, 
desires our integrity in all our proceedings.   
 
In 12 Angry Men, the second juror to vote “not 
guilty” said of the first, “It’s not easy to stand 
alone against the ridicule of others.” Yet that’s 
what God requires. Juror number 8 saw the 
real evidence, as well as the humanity of the 
individual on trial. With the gentle guidance of 
His Holy Spirit, we too can stand for God’s 
truth and speak for the powerless. 
By:  Tim Gustafson 

 
Reflect & Pray 

 
What tempts you to go along with the 

crowd?  
Where is God calling you to stand for truth 

and justice? 
 

Father, help us show Your love to the world as 
we stand for Your truth. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
FRIENDS AND 

NEIGHBOR 
LUNCHEON 

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday,  
March 9, 2023 

from 11:30 to 1 p.m.  
 

While we are unable to share this 
time together; while you are eating 

your lunch, pray for those who 
usually join us for lunch on this day 

for fellowship! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our 2022 Global Mission Initiative Is 
Going to The Bread of Life Homeless 

Shelter  
 

Joys & Celebrations 
Total as of 2/26/2023:  

$408 
 
Our yearly goal is 
$2,500  
 
 
 
 

  

Meetings at a              
      Glance: 
 
   March 2023 

 

 

Worship Committee: 

Not Meeting This Month 

 

Missions & Outreach: Not Meeting This 

Month  

 

Sheble Campership Committee: 3/8 @ 11:15 

 

Prayer Shawl: 3/13 and 3/27 @ 1 p.m.  

 

Staff Parish Relations: 3/15 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 

Belgrade Senior Resource Meeting: 3/27 @ 

6 p.m. at the Town Office 

 

Our Mission 

Ministries 

 

Through the year in 

this Newsletter we 

highlight our mission projects and programs 

where we serve God through Christlike 

compassion, mercy and transformation; 

reaching out, lifting up, building up.  

 

We will list some of the ways during 2023  

contributions from Missions and Outreach 

through your support received in our weekly 

worship offerings, pledges and special giving. 

 

Center for All Seasons Summer Camp – 

As the school year has begun, we will once 

again support by providing and/or after school 

activity supplies. On 10/12; we donated $250 

for them to purchase pumpkins for jack o 

lantern carving and for activity supplies.   

   

The Belgrade Rome Food Pantry with special 

monthly “Wish List” donations; January through 

December we will be fillin’ our shopping cart.  -

Many thanks.  Look for Wish List later in the 

NL. 

 

Kenneth Workman Youth Sports Program -

Ever notice the sign at the Belgrade Ball 

Park?  Our donation each year supports this 

local youth program and shares our active 

presence in the community in Christ’s service. 

$200 was donated on May 17th.   
 

Maine Justice Foundation, Augusta, 

Maine. We supported this work that serves the 

LGBT, gay community those of whom are 

among the poor and vulnerable among us, 

facing issues of employment and housing 

discrimination, domestic violence, 

homelessness. In this manner we extend our 

church Welcoming Statement into the 

community beyond our own worship doors. 

 

Bread of Life 

Homeless Shelter 



Our $500 donation was sent on February 8, 

2023.   

 

Messalonskee High School – In April we 

sent $500 to support the High School’s 

Food Pantry. A food pantry is located at MHS 

to serve their students and families. They also 

hold an event each year called Empty Bowls 

project which supports our local Food 

cupboards and the Food Cupboard at the High 

School. In April we sent a donation of $500 for 

their Food Pantry . 

 

Bread of Life Ministries.  Through the year, 

each month we provide a Tuesday evening 

meal for the residents of the temporary Shelter 

Program.  It’s been a blessing to meet folks 

there and see how this ministry gives them 

both shelter and a boost to what is next as they 

move forwards in life by God’s grace. We will 

again contribute to this program in 2022.  In 

December we will be sending a donation of 

$500 to support their Christmas Wish List for 

their residents. Our Christmas Eve Offering this 

year again will also be sent to the Bread of Life 

Homeless Shelter.  We also donated $15 Gift 

Certificates ($375) for Hannaford the week of 

Christmas to the 25 Volunteers at their Soup 

Kitchen. 

 

Vernon Valley Lodge 99 A.F. & A.M. – We 

again are sponsoring the Bikes for Reading 

Program for local school children by sharing 

with them $200; and will be sending this 

donation in early December. Jim Webster is a 

key member of this group  
 

Adaptive Outdoor Education Center – We 

again supported this program in 2022 as an 

affirmation of their annual Ski-A-Thon that 

supports programs that empower adaptive 

athletes towards a healthy, active and 

rewarding life. A $100 donation was sent on 

February 8, 2023.   
 

Neighbors Driving Neighbors, this local 

ministry program serving to help folks who 

would be otherwise home bound was  

supported with our $500 gift on February 8, 

2023 and through the engagement of those 

offering to serve as drivers, and part of the 

programs leadership 
 

Winthrop, Maine: United Methodist Camp 

Mechuwana.  They are back to holding in 

person camp outings!  If you have 

children/grandchildren who would like to 

attend, please sign them up soon; their 

camping sessions are filling up fast.    On April 

13th we sent a $500 donation towards this 

much needed program.  The year-round camp 

and youth programs happening there 

transforms lives of children and youth. 
 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund – With generous 

donations we are able to assist families with 

urgent housing needs; and will continue 

helping through 2023.  Each specific in their 

own way are able to be a means of God’s 

Grace in troubling times.  To date $530 has 

been expended. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry.  This group meets 

twice a month (2nd and 4th Monday  @ 1 p.m.) 

and distributes prayers shawls to both women 

and men who are dealing with health issues 

and or hospital stays.  
 

Belgrade Central School – The Mission and 

Outreach Committee at their August meeting 

found that the school could use donations of 

snacks and school supplies and will be working 

closely with the School Administrators as to 

their needs in 2023.  On February 8th we 

donated $250 towards they clothes closet 

(items them keep on hand should a child need 

a change of clothes) 
 

Belgrade Public Library – On May 17th we 

sent a donation of $100 to the Sandra Fuller 

Fund (Collection of Children’s Classical Book)  
 



Belgrade Fire & Rescue – A donation in the 

amount of $500 was sent to support the First  

Responders Bench that will be placed at the 

Town Office.  
 

Furnace Cleanings – We donated $990 to 

Bruce Galouch who generously volunteered to 

clean furnaces for those who were unable to 

afford to have this done themselves.   
 

Preacher’s Aid Society – At our September 

21st meeting it was approved to send a 

donation in the amount of $500.   

 

UMEM – In early December will be sending a 

donation in the amount of $1,500 to support 

their ministry of helping folks who need 

assistance with heating and/or electrical 

expenses 

 

 

 

 

Our Next Bread of Life Homeless 

Shelter Dinner will be MARCH 21st 

 
Please email us at 
unionchurchmaine@gmail.com for  
those of you wanting to designate your 
participation in this ministry; we are looking for 
many volunteers.  Signing up is important so 
that we are aware of what you will bring so that 
we can complete planning for whatever else 
needs to be prepared and donated.  Thank 
you! 
 

We would like to encourage as many 
volunteers as possible to help donate 

 items for this dinner. 
 

At this time they are housing around 50 
residents.   
 
Thank you to Mary Friendman, Phil & Marsha, 
Alice, Liza, Betty, Diane, Cheryl, Susan, 
Sharron, Pastor Eleanor and Kathy for sharing 
in this ministry on January 17th.  
 

We share a hot meal on the  
3rd Tuesday of each month. 

 

 
In addition to providing the Bread of Life 
Homeless Shelter with a hot meal every 
month; we have learned that they are in 
need of Warm Clothing including the 
following items: Wool Hats, Gloves, 
Hand and Feet Warmers. If you are 
interested in donating, please drop off 
and we will deliver at our next meal 
delivery. 
 

 
 

 Pillows 

                 Bath 

Towels     

 

          

  Face Cloths 

 

 

Twin size bed in bags 

 

 

Bedding is so important to us because the shelter 

clients take this with them when they move into 

their own apartments 

Soup Kitchen Wish List 

 

Bottled Water  



 

Sandwich Ziplock Baggies  

 

 

Coffee Creamers 

 

 

 

 

           

          MADNESS 

    
 

MARCH 

 

CHILI, HASH, STEW 

PAPER TOWELS, PEANUT BUTTER, 

BEANS, DRY SPAGHETTI                

 

FOR THE ROME/BELGRADE 

FOOD PANTRY 
 

 

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS ARE 

ALWAYS NEEDED 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Finance 

Committee 

Update 

 
 

 

 

As mentioned in February’s newsletter, Union 

Church ended 2022 with a NEGATIVE net 

operating income of $27,075.  That value was 

‘dialed down’ by the government funds Union 

Church received in 2022 in the amount of 

$7,332. Even so, the shortfall between income 

received in 2022 and expenses incurred in 

2022 was nearly $20,000. Although the 

finances through January 31, 2023 reflect a 

healthier beginning to the new year, the 2023 

operating budget approved in November 2022 

has a Faith Line of $23,223.  What that means 

is that the expenses for 2023 are projected 

to be $23,223 more than our projected 

income.   

At our recent meeting, the finance committee 

suggested that this fact be clearly stated and 

brought to the attention of our entire church 

family. I think it is fair to say that everyone 

would agree that to continue to operate in such 

a manner is irresponsible, undesirable, and 

untenable long term.  Furthermore, the finance 

committee is unanimous in looking to work 

toward a zero-based budget for 2024.  

Your continued generous and faithful support is 

all important and very much appreciated.  In 

response to all that God has given us, let us 

respond to God’s abundance with gratitude as 

His disciples to each other as well as 

ministering to those beyond our church walls.  

As Paul says in his letter to the Colossians 

(3:12), “As God’s chosen people, holy and 

dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 



and patience.”  To this might be added, with 

generosity and gratitude. 

Abundant blessings to each of you! 

Tony  
Chair, Finance Committee 

 

 
 
 
 

LENTEN 
BIBLE 
STUDY 

 
FACES 
OF THE 
CROSS 

By J. 
Barrie 

Shepherd 
 

Wednesdays 
9:45 to 11 a.m. 

 
March 1, through  

April 5th 
 

From the author of Faces at the Manger comes 
another delightful collection of prose and 
poetry. In J. Barrie Shepherd's book, Faces at 
the Cross, the visages are of persons in 
Jerusalem during Holy Week and at the scene 
of the Crucifixion. As you meet Mary, Peter, 
Pontius Pilate, Simon of Cyrene, and others, 
their dramatic sketches will engage you as they 
tell of their encounters with Jesus. In addition 
to monologues, Faces at the Cross is brimming 
with readings appropriate for congregational or 
family worship. It provides monologues and 
poetic verse for Lent and Easter. ""Many of us 
have long admired Barrie Shepherd's way with 
words--his great capacity to turn theology into 
poetry and poetry into revelation. In the 
shadow of the cross, Shepherd now focuses 
upon the faces of the folk who stood around 
the cross. With Barrie Shepherd as our guide, 
we will see things in those faces we have not 
seen before."" -- William H. Willamon ""Here's 
a book for Lent: poetic monologues from 

Simon of Cyrene to Joseph of Arimathea, fine 
meditations, plus a package of poems to 
deepen your life. In a barren age, Barrie 
Shepherd is a poet who can still sing faith. -- 
David G. Buttrick Professor of Homiletics and 
Liturgics The Divinity School Vanderbilt 
University The Reverend Dr. J. Barrie 
Shepherd, a native of Great Britain, retired as 
Minister Emeritus from The First Presbyterian 
Church in New York City. Prior to that he was 
senior minister of Swarthmore Presbyterian 
Church for sixteen years and served in college 
and university chaplaincy and teaching. He has 
preached and lectured at Harvard, Yale, 
Princeton, Cornell, Dartmouth, Duke and other 
universities and colleges and many of the 
major seminaries, as well as in distinguished 
pulpits across the USA and in the UK, Europe 
and Africa.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Coffee Hour Social 
in March 

 
Hey everybody, we’re planning 

to have an old-fashioned coffee hour on the 
first Sunday of the month March 5th after the 
9:30 service Nothing fancy, just some cake, 
and coffee or tea to enjoy while we talk with 
each other.  It’s been far too long since we’ve 
shared fellowship after worship, so I hope you 
will plan to spend a few minutes catching up 
with your church friends.  
 

See you on the 5th;Hopefully, it will be hosted 
by the Staff Parish Relations Committee. 
 

Mark your calendars for future Coffee Hours on 
the Second Sunday of Every month; these 
Coffees will be regularly scheduled for this 
Sunday.   
 
Don Petersen  
Worship and Music Committee 
 



 

 
 
 
Shared By 
Lynn 
McClure 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Wonderful Choir will be off during the 

Month of March to give their  

angelic voices a rest.   

 

We look forward to their return in April. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operations Giving 

Tree 

This giving tree is 

located in 

Friendship Hall on 

top of the Hope 

Chest.  It has been 

there for some time 

now.  However, this 

seems to have 

become a not so known opportunity for us 

to give in another way.  Ever wonder how 

you might help keep our church operating 

like a well- oiled machine?… We place 

envelopes that list areas of our everyday 

operating expenses with a suggested 

amount (you may donate any amount you 

wish), such as Office Supplies, Electricity, 

Fuel Oil, etc.  As we all know these 

expenses seem to increase each and every 

day.  Your donations are a gift to help with 

our budget in a way that pledges may not.   

Thank You! 

 

 

UMCOR - United Methodist 
Committee On Relief 

 
 

Join us in prayer 
for the people of 
Turkey and Syria 
who have just 
experienced two 
devastating 
earthquakes.  
 
The initial quake, 
which hit in the 
early morning 

hours, leveled buildings, killing more than 



1,700 people and wounding more than 5,300, 
with numbers expected to climb. News reports 
are already assessing the impact as the worst 
to hit the area in a century.  
 
UMCOR is processing a grant to our partner in 
Turkey, International Blue Crescent (IBC), 
which has issued an appeal for emergency 
supplies such as tents, heaters, blankets, 
warm clothes, food, and first aid.  
 
You can donate to UMCOR International 
Disaster Response and Recovery Advance 
here: http://ow.ly/APs450MKGNa 
#turkeyearthquake 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

SPRING FORWARD 

March 12, 2023 

 
Set your clocks ahead Saturday night 

so you aren’t late for church! 
 

 

 

 

 

SHEBLE 

CAMPERSHIP 

Update on the 
Jack and 

Barbara Sheble 
Campership 

Fund 
 

 
Scholarship Funds Available  

for the Kids!  
 
 

Summer fun is just around the corner… and 
Union Church is looking to provide summer 
camp experiences through the Jack 
Barbara Sheble Campership Fund.                                                 
 

We want campers! 
 

The inspiration for creating the Jack and 
Barbara Sheble  Campership fund was in 
discovering and recognizing the joy and fond 
memories from summer camp Jack held 
throughout his life.  Let’s pay it forward 
enriching summertime camp experiences to 
our community.  
 
 

The Campership Committee is exploring camp 
opportunities offered through Belgrade Parks 
and Recreation Department, Center for All 
Seasons, in Belgrade, Maine and Camp 
Mechuwana, United Methodist Camp, in 
Winthrop Maine.   
 
We are really excited about this new program 
and will provide updates detailing the summer 
camp opportunities. 
 
Please reach out to Pam MacKill, Chair of the 

Committee at 617-852-4293 or email her at 

flowerfairypm@gmail.com or email the church 

at unionchurchmaine@gmail.com.  You can 

also reach out to any of the Committee 

Members: Lynn Matson, Michael Barrett, Kathy 

Gerard or Pastor Eleanor.   

 

Thank You! 



Union Church of Belgrade Lakes 

United Methodist Church 

67 Main Street 

P.O. Box 133  

Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love 

 in all that we say and do…  

 

Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the 

manner of Christ, where all are welcome and cared for… 


