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Streams: a source for nourishing ministries and souls
Miracle Sunday is this Sunday, May 17th

On May 17, 2026, United Methodists around the world will participate in
Miracle Sunday, a one-time, denomination-wide special offering to
support theological education in Africa, Europe, and the Philippines.

Ways for churches to remit your collection:

1. Give with your church’s apportionment remittance. Please note
on the check and remittance slip the amount given for Miracle
Sunday — Theological Education.

2. Pay online through our new Vanco portal. Click the red Button at
the bottom (Vanco Payment Page) and scroll down
to Miracle Sunday 2026.

Thank you for helping the New England Conference be part of
something historic.

Many Waters District Conference via ZOOM
Saturday, May 23, 2026 from 9:00-10:00

Join Rev. Arlene Tully, DS to approve district committee nominations,
and celebrate ordinands and retirees. ZOOM Link HERE... This meeting
will be held before the Pre-Conference Briefing.

There is no need to register.

NEW! Treasurers a User Guide for Vanco Portal

For more information and to access the Vanco User Guide with New
England Conference notes, visit our Church Payments Online page on
our website.

News from our District Lay Leaders: Carol Crothers and Joel Iris
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Quick Links

Click on the links to learn more on
these topics on the NEAC website
& beyond.

2026-27 Equitable
Compensation Grants - Deadline
is Friday, May 15

Peace with Justice Sunday -
May 31, 2026 - Turning Your Gifts
into Action!

Cooperative Parish Development
Visit the Cooperative Parish Page
on the conference website.

e Frequently Asked
Questions

» Recording of the
Cooperative Parishes 101
webinar

In Case You Missed It

Board of Discipleship Videos:

Nelson Cowan: Lef the Children
Lead: Widening_ Participation,
Deepening Worship

Jason Moore: Digital Ministry

Save the Date

Board of Discipleship webinars:



River Churches Cooperative Parish:
Keeping the Current of Connection

March 19, 2026

With a hint of spring in the night air, a faithful group of representatives
from the six churches surrounding the Kennebec River joined around a
table at Highland Avenue UMC in Gardner, Maine to begin the next
adventure together as a Cooperative Parish.

Joel and | were invited to sit in and watch as The River Churches
Cooperative Parish began their first official meeting as the Parish
Council for 2026. New members from the six churches were beginning
the next phase of work that has been building in strength and structure.
Read full letter here...

Appointment Transition Workshop
Wednesday, May 27, 2026 7:00 pm via ZOOM

Pastors/churches with a new appointment (full and part time) and at
least one SPRC member are required to attend.

Learn more and register

Join us at 7 PM on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, when our special guest will
be Author and Activist Bill McKibben. Bill is a United Methodist, world
famous journalist, author, and teacher at Middlebury College, VT has
formed two effective non-profits fighting climate change:

e 350.0rg was started in 2007, it is now a global force. It has
chapters in all the New England states. All ages welcome. Just
google 350 and your state to find your state level group.

¢ Third Act, founded in 2021 is for people 60 and up to organize to
fight climate change: thirdact.org.

Host a watch party and you'll be entered in a drawing to win a copy of
Bill's latest book, “Here Comes the Sun”. Email Grace and let her know
that you'll be planning a watch party!

Reagister if you are a first-time attendee.

The Basic Pattern with Daniel
Benedict - 6/16 at 6:30 PM

Just Warship: Multiculturalism and
the Intersection of Justice and
Worship with DeAndre Johnson -
7/14 at 6:30 PM

Learn More

Come to the Water: UNY 5-Day
Academy for Spiritual
Formation

August 9-14, 2026

Asbury Retreat Center | Silver
Lake, NY

Learn More

MissionU 2026: Experiencing
Emmanuel

August 21st - August 23rd, 2026
5 Broadway Blvd., Alton, NH
Registration is open. Read More

August 2-5 SCD 2026 - RISE
UP: Love, Serve, Lead, building
on the success of the SCD Laity
Bootcamp (SEE // CREATE //
DISCIPLE) held in Kenosha, WI,
which united church leaders and
laity from across the globe for a
meaningful time of learning,
worship, and renewed
inspiration. Learn More

September 31-October 2
Leadership Institute:
MOMENTUM Starts Here

What choice do you need to
make? What risk do you need to
take? What’s your next step?

At Leadership Institute 2026, you'll
find the inspiration, practical tools,
and community to help you
answer those guestions and move
forward with courage. Come as
you are. Leave ready to move.
Learn More



The Café convenes every fourth Tuesday with a different
topic at each gathering and alternates between 12:00 noon and 7:00 pm
monthly. More information here...

2026 Resources for Worship

The Board of Discipleship is offering webinars to help you think about
worship in new ways.

Zoom Conversation with Daniel Benedict:

“The Basic Pattern of United Methodist Worship—Our Legacy and
Invitational Future”

Tuesday, June 16 at 6:30 PM

https://zoom.us/j/98448324219

You are invited to a Zoom session with Daniel Benedict exploring the
history, meaning, and future of The Basic Pattern of Worship. Read
more here...

2004

Anngal Conference
Session

“Faith for our Future, Loving Boldly”

News and Updates for Our Upcoming Annual Conference
Resolution Work Groups starting Thursday, May 21 at 6 PM

Preliminary conversations on legislation and reports Read more for
dates, times, links...

Pre-Conference Briefing and Materials Saturday, May 23 at 10 AM

Legislation coming before the Annual Conference a time to ask
guestions. Read more here.and Zoom link

The Empathy Project (Seeing One Another)

The Empathy Project invites us into a sacred space of listening and
sharing, where life stories become a bridge toward deeper

Camping and Retreat Ministries

Aldersgate Camp & Retreat
Center

Camp Mechuwana

Check out their Day Camp and

Summer Camp brochures now for
available spots!

Wanakee

Join us on Saturday, May 16th
from 9 AM to 3 PM for Wanakee's
Spring Work Day! Rain or shine.
Coffee, snacks, and lunch
provided. RSVPs are requested to
help us plan meals.

Rolling Ridge

Afternoon Bridgerton Tea on June
10 from 4-6 PM. Enjoy a relaxing
cup of tea and stroll through the
beautiful grounds and gardens.

Creation Care

Check out the latest newsletter
from our Creation Care Circle! The
Seasonal: Good News for All
Creation -- April 2026

In Every Issue

Connect on Social Media

« NEAC Facebook
» NEAC Instagram
» NEAC Bluesky
» NEAC YouTube
» NEAC TikTok

« NEAC LinkedIn

Helpful NEAC Links

e Classifieds

» Resources for Immigrants
and Allies

* Lay Servant Ministry
Course Offerings



understanding, compassion, connection, and solidarity. Read more on e-
clergy here...

Spiritual Triage Team at Annual Conference

Calling all spiritual directors! We will have a spiritual triage team
at Annual Conference. Read more here...

Laity Address Challenge Deadline is this Saturday, May 16

invite all laypersons in the New England Annual Conference to enter the
Laity Address Challenge for the opportunity to give the Laity Address at
the 2026 Annual Conference. Read more here...

Seeking volunteers to serve as ushers at Annual Conference

Seeking ushers to serve throughout our time together. Read more
here...

Our District Contact Info

District Superintendent Rev. Arlene Tully
Regional Administrator Lori C. Umberhind

See and Post Local Church
Events

Donations to UMCOR
Creation Care Page

United Methodist
Foundation of New
England

United Methodist Resources

NEAC Commission on

Religion and Race
Resources
ResourceUMC Religion
and Race

Disability Ministries

Commitiee

General Board of Church
and Society Faith and Fact
cards - print your own or
order.

Link to all the language
versions of the 2024 Social
Principles (most current)
Apply for your tax
exemption letter from
GCFA

Address New England Conference Center, 411 Merrimack St., Suite 200, Methuen, MA 01844

Attn: Many Waters District
Office Phone 978-682-7676 ext. 280
Email MWDS@neumc.org / KA-MWoffice@neumc.org
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