Union Church of Belgrade Lakes
United Methodist Church
Location: 67 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes, Maine
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 133, Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918
Phone: 207-495-3599
Church Email: unionchurchmaine@gmail.com
Pastor’s Email: unionchurchumcbelgrade@gmail.com
Website: unionchurchmaine.org

Union Rider
JUNE 2022 Newsletter
Dear Members
and Friends of
Union Church,
Dear Members
and Friends,
Grace and peace
to you in the name
of our “Three-inOne” God –
Creator God, Redeemer Jesus Christ, and
Sustaining Holy Spirit – our God who walks
with us in all the seasons, celebrations, and
trials of our lives.
This very morning, after my devotions, and
before my day started in earnest, I took some
moments to get outside in order to savor this
all-too-short spring season that is rapidly
moving toward summer. I admired the sights
of the blooming lilac bush and rhododendron
bush next to the parsonage’s screened porch.
I breathed deeply the scents of the lilac, and
the patch of lilies-of-the-valley, for I know that
the time to experience both is fleeting. And
best of all to me, I discovered the very first
lupine blossoms of the season just a short walk
away from the parsonage. I felt the sense of
peace that it all brought to my day – in stark
contrast to what is found on the morning news
programs.

Peace seems so very elusive in our time and in
our world just now. But as Christ-followers, we
can know that “the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 4:7). With intention, each Sunday
we end our worship time together with words of
peace, and in the 9:30 service, by singing “Let
There Be Peace On Earth.” When we say/sing
peace, I’m thinking what we might really be
invoking is shalom. The word peace in English
typically communicates some kind of absence
– absence of violence, of noise, of confusion
(as in “peace and quiet”). The word peace has
a counterpart in Hebrew – shalom – that is
defined as total and complete well-being
bestowed by God. Shalom is what we really
mean when we speak the word peace, isn’t it?
Jesus says, “Peace I leave with you; my peace
I give to you. I do not give to you as the world
gives…” (John 14:27). The peace Jesus
offers, therefore, is not blissful ignorance of
whatever lack of peace exists in us and in our
world. Rather, the peace Jesus offers creates
a safe space, a home where we are never
alone because the “Advocate, the Holy Spirit,”
is with us. This is what we celebrate on
Pentecost Sunday! In Greek, the Holy Spirit is
literally translated as the “one who comes

alongside.” Jesus’ peace is the comfort of
sitting in silence with a friend, not feeling a
need to fill the air with idle chatter. It’s the
security of knowing that when you are too sick
to get out of bed, there is someone else in the
house, or that there’s someone you can call
who will drop everything to come to your side.
It’s the reassurance found in knowing that
someone else has felt a similar pain and
survived. It’s the calm assurance that you are
not alone.
Jesus’ peace – Jesus’s shalom – offers a
secure identity where we know ourselves as
the beloved children of God. Through the
constant presence of the Holy Spirit, this peace
– this shalom – blesses us with the perspective
of knowing that we are never alone. When we
hurt, or fear, we can hold onto this peace – this
shalom – and know that God is indeed – and
still – good!
“Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends.
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends. In all
your living, and through your loving, Christ be your
shalom, Christ be your shalom.” (UMH #666)
Together in Christ’s Love and Service,

Pastor Eleanor Collinsworth

The Fruit Sells the Tree
Bible in a Year:
•
•

1 Chronicles 13–15
John 7:1–27

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.
Galatians 5:22–23
Today's Scripture & Insight:
Galatians 5:22–26

A nursery owner set out to sell peach trees.
She considered various approaches. Should
she line up leafy saplings in burlap sacks in a
beautiful display? Should she create a colorful
catalog picturing peach trees in various
seasons of growth? At last she realized what
really sells a peach tree. It’s the peach it
produces: sweet-smelling, deep orange, and
fuzzy-skinned. The best way to sell a peach
tree is to pluck a ripe peach, cut it open until
the juice dribbles down your arm, and hand a
slice to a customer. When they taste the fruit,
they want the tree.
God reveals Himself in a wrapper of spiritual
fruit in His followers: love, joy, peace,
forbearance (patience), kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol (Galatians 5:22–23). When believers in
Jesus exhibit such fruit, others will want that
fruit as well, and, therefore, will seek the
Source of the fruit that’s so attractive.
Fruit is the external result of an internal
relationship—the influence of the Holy Spirit in
our lives. Fruit is the dressing that beckons
others to know the God we represent. Like the
bright peaches standing out against the green
leaves of a tree, the fruit of the Spirit
announces to a starving world, “Here is food!
Here is life! Come and find a way out of
exhaustion and discouragement. Come and
meet God!”
By: Elisa Morgan
Reflect & Pray
What first drew you to Jesus? How are you
exhibiting the fruit of the Spirit in your life
so that others are attracted to its Source,
God?
Holy Spirit, I welcome You to continue to grow
Your fruit in my life that others might see
You and want You in their lives.

FRIENDS
AND
NEIGHBOR
LUNCHEON

Meetings at a
Glance:
JUNE 2022
Finance Committee: 6/28 @9:30 a.m.
Worship Committee: 6/16 @ 5:30 p.m.

Thursday,
June 9, 2022
from 11:30 to 1 p.m.
While we are unable to share this
time together; while you are eating
your lunch, pray for those who
usually join us for lunch on this day
for fellowship!

Missions & Outreach: 6/22 @ 11:15
Church Council: June 26 @ 10:30
Prayer Shawl: 6/13 and 6/27 @ 1 p.m.
Belgrade Senior Resource Meeting: 6/27 @6
p.m. at the Town Office

Our Mission
Ministries
Through the year in
this Newsletter we
highlight our mission projects and programs
where we serve God through Christlike
compassion, mercy and transformation;
reaching out, lifting up, building up.

Our 2022 Global Mission Initiative Is
Going to The Sheble Campership
Fund
Joys & Celebrations
Total as of 5/29/2022:
$949.75
Our yearly goal is
$2,500

SHEBLE
CAMPERSHIP FUND

We will list some of the ways during 2022
contributions from Missions and Outreach
through your support received in our weekly
worship offerings, pledges and special giving.
Center for All Seasons Summer Camp –
As summer will be upon us, we will once again
provide snacks for the kiddos. We will also
sponsor children who would like to attend
summer camp.

The Belgrade Rome Food Pantry with special
monthly “Wish List” donations; January through
December we will be fillin’ our shopping cart. Many thanks. Look for Wish List later in the
NL.

residents. Our Christmas Eve Offering this year
again was sent to the Bread of Life Homeless
Shelter.
Waterville Homeless Shelter – In late
December we shared with them a donation of
$500

Kenneth Workman Youth Sports Program Ever notice the sign at the Belgrade Ball
Park? Our donation each year supports this
local youth program and shares our active
presence in the community in Christ’s service.
$200 was donated on May 17th.

Vernon Valley Lodge 99 A.F. & A.M. – We
again are sponsoring the Bikes for Reading
Program for local school children by sharing
with them $200; sent in November. Jim
Webster is a key member of this group

Maine Justice Foundation, Augusta,
Maine. We supported this work that serves the
LGBT, gay community those of whom are
among the poor and vulnerable among us,
facing issues of employment and housing
discrimination, domestic violence,
homelessness. In this manner we extend our
church Welcoming Statement into the
community beyond our own worship doors.
Our $500 donation was sent on February 10,
2022.
Messalonskee High School – In April we
sent $500 to support the High School’s
Food Pantry. A food pantry is located at MHS
to serve their students and families. They also
hold an event each year called Empty Bowls
project which supports our local Food
cupboards and the Food Cupboard at the High
School. In April we sent a donation of $500 for
their Food Pantry .
Bread of Life Ministries. Through the year,
each month we provide a Tuesday evening
meal for the residents of the temporary Shelter
Program. It’s been a blessing to meet folks
there and see how this ministry gives them
both shelter and a boost to what is next as they
move forwards in life by God’s grace. We will
again contribute to this program in 2022. In
November we sent a donation of $500 to
support their Christmas Wish List for their

Adaptive Outdoor Education Center – We
again supported this program in 2022 as an
affirmation of their annual Ski-A-Thon that
supports programs that empower adaptive
athletes towards a healthy, active and
rewarding life. A $100 donation was sent on
February 10, 2022.
Neighbors Driving Neighbors, this local
ministry program serving to help folks who
would be otherwise home bound was
supported with our $500 gift on February 10,
2021 and through the engagement of those
offering to serve as drivers, and part of the
programs leadership
Winthrop, Maine: United Methodist Camp
Mechuwana. They are back to holding in
person camp outings! If you have
children/grandchildren who would like to
attend, please sign them up soon; their
camping sessions are filling up fast. On April
13th we sent a $500 donation towards this
much needed program. The year-round camp
and youth programs happening there
transforms lives of children and youth.
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund – With generous
donations we are able to assist families with
urgent housing needs; and will continue
helping through 2022. Each specific in their
own way are able to be a means of God’s
Grace in troubling times. To date $1,018.29
has been expended.

Prayer Shawl Ministry. This group meets
twice a month (2nd and 4th Monday @ 1 p.m.)
and distributes prayers shawls to both women
and men who are dealing with health issues
and or hospital stays.
Belgrade Central School – The Mission and
Outreach Committee at their August meeting
found that the school could use donations of
snacks and school supplies and will be working
closely with the School Administrators as to
their needs in 2022. We dropped off a
donation ($200 worth) of snacks on April
18th for the kiddos when they got back from
their Spring break.
Belgrade Public Library – On May 17th we
sent a donation of $100 to the Sandra Fuller
Fund (Collection of Children’s Classical Book)

Our Next Bread of Life Homeless
Shelter Dinner will be June 21st
Please email us at
unionchurchmaine@gmail.com for
those of you wanting to designate your
participation in this ministry; we are looking for
many volunteers. Signing up is important so
that we are aware of what you will bring so that
we can complete planning for whatever else
needs to be prepared and donated. Thank
you!
We would like to encourage as many
volunteers as possible to help donate
items for this dinner.
At this time they are housing around 50
residents.
Thank you to Marcy, Kelly, Meg, JoAnn, Tony,
Cheryl, Louise and Kathy for sharing in this
ministry on May 17th.

- Craft Shows –
The Town of Belgrade will host a series
of craft shows at the Village Green. The
shows will be on the last Sunday of the
month from May to September, with an
additional show on Saturday, Oct. 8
(Harvest Festival Day). (May 29, June
26, July 31, August 28, September 25)
Each show will be from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
(Rain or Shine) and will feature wares
created by local artists and crafters.

We share a hot meal on the
3rd Tuesday of each month.

In addition to providing the Bread of Life
Homeless Shelter with a hot meal every month;
we have learned that they are in need of the
following items which includes sweatshirts,
hoodies (Lg/XL), gloves and scarves. If you
are interested in donating, please drop off and
we will deliver at our next meal delivery.

Pillows

Bath Towels

FOR THE ROME/BELGRADE
FOOD PANTRY
PERSONAL CARE ITEMS NEEDED:
TOOTHBRUSHES (INDIVIDUAL)
TOOTHPASTE (REG SIZE)
DEODORANT (GENERIC)

Face Cloths

SHAMPOO (GENERIC)

Twin size bed in bags

Bedding is so important to us
because the shelter clients take this with them
when they move into their own apartments

Soup Kitchen Wish List

In May, the Mission and Outreach Committee
helped with providing Immediate Needs for
Food Pantry being held on 5/17; as many more
families are utilizing the Pantry and they were
running out of food: Canned Pasta, Corned
Beef Hash, Beans, Jelly. Chicken Noodle Soup
and Beef Stew. Thank you Hilary, Michael,
Lynn Matson, Pam, Louise and Pastor Eleanor
for shopping for these items and delivering to
the Pantry

Bottled Water

Sandwich Ziplock Baggies

Coffee Creamer

MONTH
OF
JUNE

SOW THE SEEDS
CANNED CHICKEN, CANNED SALMON,
MAYONNAISE

Finance
Committee
Update

Prior to the celebration of Easter, the Church
celebrated/commemorated the season of Lent
---a time to reflect on the extravagant act of
Love that is the Passion and Death of Jesus
preceding His Resurrection. In the Lenten
study, one of the chapters in the book on
“Entering the Passion of Jesus” by Amy-Jill
Levine recounts a story contained in all four
gospels (Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 7, and
John 12) in which a woman (not necessarily
the same woman in each account) anoints
Jesus using expensive ointments. Some
observers were upset that this act was a waste
of money that could have been used more
wisely to care for those who were poor. But
Jesus admonishes them and tells them that we

will always have the poor with us, but that we
will not always have Him. Jesus compliments
the extravagant generosity of these women.
Likewise, throughout the year we have
opportunities aplenty to manifest our
extravagant generosity --- be it one denarius
or many denarii. Let us reflect on how our
financial gifts are used to support the mission
and ministries of Union Church. We, too, can
and do touch the lives of many by and through
our faithful and extravagant generosity.

don’t need to read music or have a strong
voice, but you do need to enjoy singing with a
friendly, welcoming group. Talk to Don
Petersen or any of our choir members about
the wonderful health benefits of singing, or just
show up at our next rehearsal in the sanctuary
at 6:30 PM on Tuesday evenings. We hope to
see you there.
Welcomingly,
Don Petersen

Through the first quarter of 2022, income has
totaled $40,440 (an amount that is 108% of
what was projected!) and expenses totaled
$39,602 (92.5% of what was projected!), giving
us a net operating income of $838. The
unrestricted checkbook balance as of March
31, 2022 was a healthy $49,470. Many thanks
to ALL of our members for your continued
support.

Spring
Cleaning
Volunteers!!!
What a great
showing of so
many to begin
the process of
our Spring
Cleaning Project

Respectfully,
Tony Mastromarino

We are grateful
to these folks for
sweeping, vacuuming, window washing
(inside and out); wiping down the
doorways/woodwork of most of the first
floor: Lynn McClure, Linda Petersen, Andy
Peterson, Ernie, Carol Johnson, Nancy
Kelly, and Mark/Eleanor Collinsworth.

Happy Singers Wanted
Do you like to feel good and have a good time?
Do you like to sing? It’s a proven fact that
singing brightens your mood and makes you
feel better. Your Union Church choir wants to
help singers in our congregation get a music
boost by inviting them to join our happy group.
Remember the fun you had in your high school
or college chorus, or maybe a church choir, or
a community chorus? You can get back into
that happy music groove by singing with us at
rehearsals and on Sunday mornings. You

Spring Spruce
up of the
Memorial
Garden and
lawn – We are
thankful for
Phyllis, Hilary
and Kathy
Atkinson and
Kip McClure for
spending time
outside (it was
cool and windy!)

NOTE: Watch for the next date to be set to
continue on this spring cleaning adventure.
The church is looking and smelling so
wonderful!

Union Coffeehouse
2022 – We’re Back!
The Union
Coffeehouse will be
back this summer for 3
concerts in the Union
Church Friendship Hall
starting in June. It will
be wonderful to return to
this inviting venue that
has been the scene of
so much wonderful music since 2006. We
have a wonderful lineup of talent set for the
summer of 2022! The Coffeehouse is a part of
Union Church’s community outreach program
offering wholesome musical entertainment at a
bargain price. We invite everyone to mark their
calendars and plan to attend the following
outstanding concerts:
Saturday,
June 11 –
For our
first
concert in
2022, the
Union
Coffeehouse welcomes for the first time
Gilead Road, an acoustic duo from New
London, CT. Lizzy Hess and Glenn Stevens
sing original songs sprinkled with favorite gems
of contemporary and traditional songwriting.
Their songs tell stories of personal history,
reflections on life, and a search for humor in
today’s wild world. You can hear echoes of
John Prine, Nancy Griffith, Kate Wolfe, and
David Crosby in their music. Lizzy sings and
Glenn brings his guitar, voice, and songwriting.
Together they spark a chemistry that is more
than the sum of its parts. You won’t want to
miss their engaging and heartfelt music.

Saturday, July 9 - For the mid-summer
concert of our 2022 summer season, the
Union Coffeehouse will feature the delightful
music of Simons and Goodwin. The tight-knit
harmonies of
Renee Goodwin
and Bob
Simons have
made them a
perennial
favorite here at
the
Coffeehouse.
This wonderfully
talented folk-singing duo performs both original
and traditional folk and popular songs
complemented by Bob’s intricate guitar
accompaniment. There is a warmth that
comes through their songs and it makes you
feel like you're listening to old friends.
Saturday,
August 20 The Union
Coffeehous
e is pleased
to bring back
Mark
Mandeville
and
Raianne Richards to close out our 2022
season on Saturday, August 20. Raianne and
Mark are clearly inheritors of a timeless legacy,
creating music that is both original and
evocative of a rich tradition. Blending
distinctive voices and a wide range of
accompaniment (guitar, harmonica, ukulele,
clarinet, penny whistle, electric bass), their
songs have been well-received by audiences
around the eastern United States and Canada
since 2010. Transcending the genre of folk
Americana, their music echoes inspiration from
traditional folk duos and singer/songwriters like
Ian & Sylvia, Kate Wolf and Neil Young –
combining beautiful harmonies and a lyrical

intensity, while establishing a unique sound of
their own.
Please show your support for this wonderful
Union Church community outreach program by
coming to the Union Coffeehouse concerts
and bringing your friends. The concerts will
start at 7 PM in Friendship Hall and the
featured performers start the show. They will
be followed by the serendipitous group of
performers who show up for the Open Mic
time. We don’t know whether we’ll be able to
offer the refreshments and baked goods that
have become a hallmark of the Union
Coffeehouse. We’ll have to keep an eye on
what COVID is doing and make our decision as
we get closer to the performance dates. We
hope you will come and enjoy the wonderful
concerts that we are able to offer this year.

Current
Bible
Study
Whether it’s
because of
distractions,
busyness, or
a case of the
blahs, we can
experience a
drift toward
indifference in
our spiritual
lives. We have a need for an ongoing spiritual
awakening if we want to become more aware
of God’s presence and activity in our everyday
lives.
During this 6 week series you will journey with
the first followers of Jesus and witness the birth
and growth of the early church through spiritual
awakening to the power of God’s Spirit,
message, freedom, grace, mission, and

direction.
From their experiences you will learn postures
that will help you attune your own spiritual
heart to experience God’s presence, hear
God’s voice, and see God at work all around.
This study offers a fresh encounter with God to
prepare you to:
- Face daily battles
- Be able to discern the messages of our
culture
- Be ready to share God’s love with others
always
We have ordered the DVD and books and will
begin this study as soon as they arrive.
Everyone welcome; please join us!
Wednesdays 9:45 a.m. – 11 a.m.

Friends of the Belgrade
Public Library
It's that time of year
again!
We are having our
annual Yard Sale
on Saturday, June
11 (rain date June
12) at Day’s Real
Estate on Rt. 27 in
Belgrade from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m.
We are looking for
donations of items to sell! Items can be brought
to Day’s Real Estate on Friday, June 10 after 4
p.m.
You can also call Joan Mackenzie at (207)
242-9408 to coordinate another time to deliver
your items.

SUNDAY
JUNE 19TH
DURING OUR
9:30 a.m.
WORSHIP
SERVICE; WE
WILL BE
HONORING
ALL OUR
GRADUATES

FOSTER GRANDPARENTS SHARE
THEIR LOVE
We have been asked to share that Penquis
is offering the opportunity to become a
Foster Grandparent
Foster Grandparents volunteer with children
who are a few months old up to age twentyone! The program began in 1965, to provides
tutors and mentors to children and youth who
are disadvantaged or have disabilities. Our
Foster Grandparents share their love, time and
experience with these little one who soak it up
like a sponge. They are a role model, a mentor
and a friend. Put simply, they give the kind of
comfort and love that sets a child on the path
toward a successful future.
Volunteering leads to new discoveries and new
friends. Studies show that volunteering helps
individuals live longer and promotes a positive
outlook on life. This inter-generational program
utilizes our only increasing natural resource—
seniors—who are assisting our future
resource–our children.
If you are interested, please contact them at
www.penquis.org or call them at 1-800-2154942 or at the Bangor Office 207-973-3611.
AND you can receive a tax-free stipend that
won’t affect Social Security or SSI.

PLEASE JOIN US IN
CELEBRATING THEM!
Here are a couple that have
graduated from College in May
Luke Lenfest,
son of Paul &
Regina Lenfest.
He graduated
from University
of Maine at
Orono as a
Chemical
Engineer

Gracie Wilson,
daughter of
Anthony and
Christina Wilson.
She graduated
from Texas Tech
University with
Bachelor of Fine
Arts, Theatre Art,
Suma Cum
Laude

Mother’s
Day
Flowers
Another
wonderful
success!
Carol
purchased
10 dozen
roses of
varying
colors and
there were
only 2 left on
Monday
morning.

Many Mothers were enjoying a
happy heart again this year!

WE HOPE
YOU HAD A
BLESSED
MEMORIAL
DAY &
WEEKEND
May we all
remember
those who
gave their
lives for our
Country!
Also all of our loved ones who have gone on
before us. We all look forward to being
reunited one day!

Karen Munson Stepping Down From
Many Waters District
Superintendent Position

June 17, 2022: Rev. Dr. Karen Munson, DS
Farewell from 6:00-8:00 at the UMC of
Auburn. This will be a hybrid event with
registration encouraged. Email Lori Umberhind
at: MWDistrict@neumc.org if you would like to
attend. Pastor Eleanor will be attending; if you
would like to carpool; please touch base with
her. Thank you.
Karen shares - What I know at this point is that
for appointment year 2022-23, I will be joining
Neighborhood Seminary as an instructor and
Advisory Board member. This will give my joy
in teaching a place to explore. Bishop
Devadhar announced last Sunday that he
intends to appoint me to Green St. UMC for a
year as the congregation moves to half time
appointment status and lives into new dreams
from its asset mapping work with Rev. Herb
Taylor this summer. This will give my joy in
preaching, bible study, and pastoral care a
place to play. And will draw on skills I’ve
gained in the superintendency. Finally, I’ll be
keeping writer’s hours to complete, release,
and begin creative projects in art and biblical
theology that have piled up in my studio over
recent years. This will lay the path into my
next 20 years!

Union Church of Belgrade Lakes
United Methodist Church
67 Main Street
P.O. Box 133
Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918

Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love
in all that we say and do…
Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the
manner of Christ, where all are welcome and cared for…

