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Hello friends, 
 

How are you doing? The cold and dark of 

winter continues. Agents of our government 

are using tactics in our streets not seen before 

in my lifetime. The world is chaotic, changing 

quickly, yet my day-to-day is pretty ‘normal’. It’s 

a strange time. 
 

The passage below has been guiding me from 

the beginning of the year. I have needed the 

reminder that Paul sent to the community in 

Rome. There is good; we can cling to it; I need 

to do what “is possible, as far as it depends on 

me” to be part of the good.  

 

This is what our faith teaches us: cling to what  

good. I hope that as you read through this 

newsletter, you are reminded of some good 

things you can cling to: holiday celebrations, 

mission work, being good neighbors, worship 

and work.  

 

People need us to remind them of the good. 

We need each other. It is time to practice our 

faith, to witness to the love, mercy, and grace 

of God and not to be overtaken or swept along 

with cruelty. So if, as you read, you are nudged 

to enact love, let me know. Maybe we can do it 

together. 

~ Pastor Kathleen 

(and if you’d like to answer “how are you doing” 

I’d love to listen) 

Romans 12: 9 – 21 Love in Action 
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one 

another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful 

in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice 

hospitality. 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those 

who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low 

position. Do not be conceited. 

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far 

as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for 

God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: 

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink...”  
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
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2025 Joys and Celebrations Offerings to: 

• Good Shepherd Food Bank 

• UMEM Food Pantry 

 
 

Donations Total as of 12.31.25: $2,969.95. 
Thanks to your generosity we helped to feed 

our neighbors in Maine.  
 

As voted by the Church Council on January 25, 
2026, donations will go to the 
 Belgrade-Rome Food Pantry. 

 

 

Recurring Meetings 

• 2 pm Sundays: AA Meeting 

• 1 pm 2nd & 4th Mondays: Knitting Group 

• 3rd Tuesdays: Bread of Life Supper 

• 9:45 am Wednesdays: Bible Study 

• 6:30 pm Wednesdays: Choir Rehearsal 

       (choir is off Feb 25 – Apr 15) 

 

Upcoming Events 

• Feb. 2, 4:45 pm: Worship   

• Feb. 4, 3 pm: Trustees on site 

        3:45 pm Trustees at the church 

• Feb. 18, 11:30 am: Missions & Outreach 

• Feb. 18, Ash Wednesday: 

o 12:30 – 1 pm: Prayer & Imposition of 

Ashes with Pastor Kathleen 

o 6:30 pm: Ash Wednesday Service of 

Ashes and Grace  

• Feb. 22, 10:30 am: Church Council 

• Feb. 23, 7 pm Lent Discussion Group 

• March 7 & 14, 9:00 – 10:15 am: United 

Methodism - Class for new and existing 

members 

Trustees Update  
 

From Your Trustees January 2026 

Hello Friends, 

Your Trustees have been very busy on a 
number of projects which we’d like to share 
with you. We hope you find this information 
helpful and enlightening. As always, please 
feel free to reach out to any of us with 
questions or comments. 

Utilities: Over the past three years, your 
trustees have been busy at work evaluating our 
utility usage of oil, gas, and electricity for our 
church as well as our parsonage at Tracy 
Cove. Our initial efforts have evolved into much 
more than just looking at utilities, but rather a 
more holistic self-evaluation of where we are 
and how we can be more efficient, investing 
the rewards back into God's work. These initial 
efforts (heat pumps, etc.) led to a more 
comprehensive evaluation of ALL operating 
costs (utilities, maintenance, taxes, monthly 
fees, structure insurance, etc.) that directly 
impact our financial obligations and how we 
might become more cost efficient. 

Tracy Cove Parsonage: Our Tracy Cove 
parsonage was put on the market last fall. 
While doing this it was understood that we 
were entering a very difficult selling season; 
however, we felt getting as much exposure and 
market feedback would benefit us in the long 
run. Our real estate agent continues to provide 
us market statistics including properties on the 
market, average selling prices, and the number 
of views our listing has received. We’ve also 
obtained feedback from other real estate 
agents. We will re-visit our listing and asking 
price as we enter the spring market. 

New Maplehurst Drive Parsonage: Despite 
the early and very cold arrival of winter, the 
progress on our new construction has 
progressed very well. Our septic system is 
complete and our lot has been cleaned and 
rough graded. The home has been framed 
including the installation of the roof trusses.  
The roof has been shingled. The well was 
drilled last week. Next, we will install the doors 



and windows. We will then be able to start 
heating the inside, allowing us to install our 
radiant heated floors and pour our concrete 
slab. During the next 30 days we will be 
completing the exterior siding and begin 
framing the interior partitions. We encourage 
you to drive by our site. It’s a beautiful location. 

God Bless, 

Michael Barrett, Dave Fuller, Carol Johnson, 
Tom Kelly, Paul Lenfest, Ernie Merckens, & 
Paul Meyers 

 

 

Greeting Cards 

 

We continue to accept 

donations of birthday, 

anniversary and/or blank 

cards. You may drop 

them at the church office anytime. Many thanks 

for the cards that have already been donated.  

_____________________________________ 

 

 

Our Next Bread of Life Homeless 

Shelter Dinner will be  

Tuesday Feb. 17  

  

The menu is hot dogs and brats with 

baked beans and brown bread. Please 

sign-up in Friendship Hall to contribute 

desserts and other items. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Food Pantry Donations Needed: 

 

• Hash 

• Hot Chocolate 

• Egg Noodles 

• Beef Stew 

• Jelly 

 

_____________________________________ 

 

UNION CHURCH 

CHRISTMAS GIVING 

TREE 

 

Thank you to all who 

donated to Christmas 

Giving Tree. The gifts were 

delivered to the Belgrade 

schools for distribution to 

families.  

Thanks to Bobbi Mahler for coordinating this 

project. 

 

Caroling, Caroling Through the 

Woods 

 

Several church members gathered to spread 

the joy of the season through song. A good 

time was had by all!     

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Stroll 

 

The Union Church participated in the annual 

Belgrade Lakes Holiday Stroll on December 

6th. Thanks to all who volunteered.  

 

 
Kip McClure decked out for    

the Holiday!  

And the new signs created by the 

Missions and Outreach team 

identifying missions of the 

church. 

 

 
Special guest violinist E. Lenfest. 



 
 
 
Feb 18 – Ash Wednesday:  
12:30 – 1 pm Prayer & 
Imposition of Ashes with 
Pastor Kathleen 
 
6:30 pm Service of Ashes 
and Grace The good news 
is…all are invited. 
 
Feb 22 – 1st Sunday in Lent:  
The good news is…so good it catches us by 
surprise 
 
March 1 – 2nd Sunday in Lent, with Holy 
Communion:  
The good news is…great love for God & 
neighbor 
 
March 8 – 3rd Sunday in Lent:  
The good news is…together, the impossible is 
possible 
 
March 15 – 4th Sunday in Lent:  
The good news is…protection and care for the 
vulnerable 
 
March 22 – 5th Sunday in Lent:  
The good news is…rooted in justice, mercy, 
and faithfulness 
 
March 29 – 
Palm/Passion Sunday:  
The good news 
is…inspiring us to act 
 
 
 
 
The worship series for Lent is based on one developed 
by the creative team at “A Sanctified Art”. The theme of 
“What’s the Good News?” will help us prepare for the 
really good news of Easter. 

 
 

Lenten Group  

 

Lent Study begins February 23rd and will be 

held weekly on Monday nights from 7-8 pm 

through March 30th. All are welcome!  

 

_____________________________________  
 

 
 

If you would like to participate in our worship 

services by reading Scripture, please talk with 

Pastor Kathleen or simply sign up on the 

clipboard hanging on the double doors in 

Friendship Hall. It is great to hear scripture 

read in different voices – each made in the 

image of God.  

 

 

United Methodist Basics 
 
Would you like to know more about what it 

means to be a United Methodist? Are you 

considering becoming a member of Union 

Church? Here’s your opportunity to find out 

more:  

 

• Saturdays, March 7th & 14th , from 

9:00 – 10:15 am 

• Pastor Kathleen will cover a brief 

church history, review our core 

faith beliefs and practices, and 

entertain any questions.  

• Coffee, tea and muffins will be 

served.  

 

 

 



Church Committees 

 

Many thanks to all the volunteers who serve on 

church committees. You make the church 

work! If you are curious about what the various 

committees do, or would like to participate in a 

new way – speak with Pastor Kathleen or a 

member of the Leadership Committee.  

 

At the start of 2026, we especially want to 

acknowledge these who have completed their 

terms. 

 

Thanks for your years of service! 

Gary Mahler……………...Chair, Endowment  

                     ……………..SPRC member 

Tim Pike………………….Trustee 

Hilary Tatem……………..Trustee Secretary 

Don Petersen…………….SPRC 

Sharron Burnell………….Chair of M&O               

       (remaining as a committee member) 

 

Current committee membership 

(Note that the pastor and Lay Leader are ex 

officio members to all committees) 

 

Church Council  

Chair…………………….…..…Carol Johnson 

Recording Secretary………..Lynda Petersen 

Lay Member to Annual Conference..  Carol J. 

Lay Leader…………………….Carol Johnson 

All Committee Chairs 

Professing Members of Union Church 

 

Mission and Outreach (M&O)  

Co-Chairs: Hilary Tatem & Anne McCandlish 

Jim Webster  Nancy Kelly 

Louise Young Lynn Matson 

Sharron Burnell Pam Mackill 

Cindy Anderson  

 

Lay Leadership Development Committee 

Chair: Pastor Kathleen 

Bobbi Mahler  Christine Emmons 

Lynn McClure Linda Petersen 

Worship & Music 

Chair: Don Petersen 

Barbara Barrett Carol Johnson 

Kathy Atkinson Phyllis Matson 

Carolyn Gross Sue Poliacik 

Bobbi Mahler  LaLa Cooper 
 

Memorial Garden 

Chair: Audrey Kolloff 

Nancy Kelly  Carlos Perez 

Kip McClure  Harriett Perez 

Phyllis Matson  Kendra Meyers 

Loyce Hayslett George Atkinson 
 

Endowment Committee 

Chair: Lynn Matson 

George Atkinson Linda Petersen 

Louise Young Barbara Barrett 

Loyce Hayslett Bill Anderson 
 

Campership Committee 

Chair: Pam Mackill 

Lynn Matson  Hilary Tatem 

Diane Dunn   Anne McCandlish 

Kelly Webster 
 

Board of Trustees 

Chair: Tom Kelly Vice: Ernie Merckens 

David Fuller  Carol Johnson 

Micheal Barrett Paul Meyers 

Paul Lenfest 
 

Finance Committee 

Chair: Audrey Kolloff  

Treasurer: Susan Merckens 

Financial Secretary: Hilary Tatem 

Members are all the other committee chairs 

Renewal Committee -  
We are starting an ad hoc committee to come up 
with ideas and initial plans to: increase the visibility 
of the church and church activities in the 
community and extend invitation for people to 
participate in our various ministries and worship 
opportunities  
A good group has already offered to be part of this 
renewal effort – thank you! If you are interested too, 
please contact Pastor Kathleen and get on the list. 
We will have our first meeting soon. 



Community Spotlight:  
A Ministry of Warmth: The Franklin 
County Webster Wood Bank 
Benjamin Musasizi 

 
The United Methodist Economic Ministry 

established a wood bank to provide discounted 

firewood to low-income families, helping them 

meet an essential need while fostering stronger 

local partnerships and community resilience. 

The ribbon-cutting and blessing took place on 

November 5, 2025 when the Wood Bank was 

officially named after long-time supporter and 

Union Church member, Jim Webster.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Franklin County the mean income is 

approximately $58,500. Roughly 12 percent of 

residents live below the poverty line with an 

even higher proportion of children experiencing 

poverty. The need is high, and the cost of 

heating a home through the winter is often a 

strain for residents.  

The wood bank is designed to be self-

sustaining through a combination of grants, 

community donations, and partnerships. 

The project received a $140,000 grant from the 

Franklin County Board of Commissioners, 

while contributions from local Masonic lodges 

and the Grand Lodge of Maine Foundation 

added an additional $20,000. UMEM aims to 

raise another $60,000 through grants, appeals 

to local businesses, and contributions from 

churches in the New England Conference of 

the United Methodist Church. This multi-

layered funding approach illustrates the 

collaborative spirit of the region and reflects a 

model in which public, private, and faith-based 

institutions come together to meet community 

needs. 

The Webster Wood Bank in Franklin 

County exemplifies the power of community-

driven solutions to address pressing needs in 

rural areas. By providing discounted firewood 

to low-income households, the project tackles 

the immediate challenge of heating during 

Maine’s long winters while also fostering 

broader social, economic, and spiritual 

benefits. The combination of government 

support, civic engagement, faith-based 

involvement, and volunteer labor creates a 

model of resilience and compassion. In a 

county where winters are long and the need for 

warmth is real, the wood bank offers a simple 

but profound reminder: neighbors helping 

neighbors can make even the coldest season 

more bearable. 
 

 

Snow Policy:  

In the event that we have 

snowy or icy weather that 

makes travel unsafe, the 

church office will close 

when Messalonskee 

schools are closed. 

If we have to cancel in-person Sunday worship 

we’ll send out an email and post it on 

Facebook. We would stream an abbreviated 

service on Facebook Live at 9:30AM 

 

 

Jim Webster at the Ribbon Cutting for the 

Webster Wood Bank at the United 

Methodist Economic Ministry, Solon, ME 

 



CHILI & CHAT 

Many thanks to the Chili makers, the 

donations, the volunteer cleaners, set up, and 

servers. 

It was 

good to 

welcome 

folks in 

for a hot 

bowl of 

chili and 

some 

good 

conversation.  

 

 
 

Thanks especially to the Missions and 

Outreach Team for the idea and planning to 

make it happen!  

 

 
 

 

--- 

 

 

 

Refresh Team: 

 

Do you like to organize things? We could use 

your help on the short-term Refresh Team as 

we go through the shared rooms of the church 

to thin-out what has accumulated over time. 

We will work weekly through February and 

March. Let Pastor 

Kathleen know if 

you'd like to be part 

of this.  

 

(We will announce 

which room we're 

cleaning, week by 

week. We welcome 

input on the history of things that should be 

kept. Folks will have an opportunity to claim 

items, or ask that they be retained, before we 

get rid of things.)  

 

 

 

Locking the Side Door to the Church: 

A tip for anyone locking the side door with the 

key pad: the push bars must be released 

(using the Allen wrench ‘key’) and the exterior 

handle reset. Pulling the outside handle up and 

down is sometimes needed to ensure that the 

locking mechanism engages.  

If you’d like a demonstration, ask a Trustee, 

Don Petersen or Pastor Kathleen.   

 

 


