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Dear Members
and Friends of
Union Church,
Greetings
in the name of
the One who
brings light to the
darkest places
and times in our
lives – the God
who keeps all
promises and encourages us to live into those
promises in new ways each day.
A couple weeks ago in worship, I talked about
“thin places,” a phrase of Celtic origin.
Modern-day theologian Marcus Borg describes
“thin places” this way: “Thin places are places
where the veil momentarily lifts, and we behold
God, experience the one in whom we live all
around us and within us…A thin place is
anywhere our hearts are opened.” I shared
how I have almost always found myself in a
“thin place” during the sacrament of Baptism.
The Celtic people understood that the Lord
was with them, at all times and in all places,
but they were not always aware of the divine
presence. They recognized the gift of “thin
places” – those moments and situations in
which the awareness of the divine reality
breaks in, and we experience deep connection
with God – and they sought to cultivate these
experiences as part of their spiritual quest. In

the same way, if we are to maintain our
connection with God, if we are to reclaim the
sacredness of our world, the sacredness of our
companions in the human journey, and the
sacredness of ourselves, we will need to
cultivate an openness to, and expectation of,
those “thin places.”
My attention and efforts now are directed
toward preparations for our first journey
together through the season of Lent. We will
begin our journey through the season of Lent
with ashes, symbolizing our humanity and our
humility in the face of God. Week by week we
will extinguish the lights that are the symbols
remaining from our time in the Epiphany
season. We will seek sustenance in other
places than we might normally, and we will
search within ourselves for God’s presence in
our lives – all in preparation for the journey
through Holy Week and on to Easter, when the
lights will be shining brightly once again. This
year, I encourage you to focus on “taking up”
something, rather than “giving up” something in
this season of Lent – taking up regular prayer
time, group Bible Study, Bible or devotional
reading, meditation on God’s presence in your
life, caring for your body with a new healthy
habit. You might find that you have to give up
something else to make room for your chosen
addition! Please know that I’ll be praying for
you through it all.
And so as we begin the season of Lent on
February 26 (Ash Wednesday), I will invite you

to join me in “Boot Camp for the Soul.” Lent
can be like a boot camp for the soul, as
together we will undertake the intentional work
of conditioning ourselves for the work to which
God calls us. Lent can be a time of refocusing
our spiritual strength, and together, demanding
the best of ourselves while supporting one
another on the way. Bible Study groups of
Adam Hamilton’s study, “The Way – Walking in
the Footsteps of Jesus” will begin meeting in
the week of Monday, March 2. Watch for the
sign-up sheets in worship services in midFebruary. It is my hope and prayer that Lent
will be a season of spiritual conditioning and
growth.
Together in Christ’s Love and Service,

Pastor Eleanor Collinsworth

Worship Opportunities
in the Season of Lent
The season of Lent will
be here soon. It
provides opportunities
to worship in purposeful
and reflective ways. Special music, candles,
visual symbols, and special sermons will help
us prepare to again experience the passion of
Christ and the joy of his resurrection. What a
great time to reconnect with your faith
community, share in meaningful worship
experiences, and invite neighbors, friends, and
family members to share them with you! Here
is what’s ahead:
February 23 – Transfiguration Sunday
February 26 – Ash Wednesday: worship
service at 6 p.m., with imposition of ashes (for
those who wish)

March 1 – First Sunday of Lent and Scout
Sunday: we will host area Scouts, who will
assist us in our worship service, and we will
begin our “Boot Camp for the Soul”
Week of Monday, March 2 – Bible Study
Sessions Begin – Sign-up sheet posted in
Friendship Hall

Lenten Bible
Study
Come join us on
Tuesdays @ 7 p .m.
and/or
Wednesdays @ 10
a.m.
March 3rd through
April 8th
The third volume in
Adam Hamilton’s
Bible study trilogy on
the life of Jesus.
Travel with Adam
Hamilton as he
retraces the life and ministry of Jesus Christ.
Fascinating video from his personal travels to
the Holy Land give you a “first-person”
experience while his biblical wisdom and
historical knowledge provide thoughtful and
insightful commentary. Especially fitting as part
of a 40-day churchwide emphasis during Lent
and Easter. The Paperback includes devotions
for each chapter and photos from Adam's trip
to the Holy Lands.
Pastor Eleanor will also share pictures of her
trip to The Holy Land.

What to Do If You’re Not
Feeling Very Generous
By Chip Ingram

Exploring Church Membership
If you have been attending Union Church for a
while now, and if you like what you have
experienced as part of this worshipping and
serving community of Christian faith, then you
are invited to join Pastor Eleanor in a couple of
informal gatherings to explore becoming a
member of Union Church. She hopes to
gather a group in mid- to late January for
informal information-sharing and conversation.
These gatherings could be on two Sundays
following the 9:30 a.m. worship services, or
another time that is convenient for all those
interested. If you would like to be part of these
gatherings, or if you know someone who might
be interested, please contact Pastor Eleanor,
or one of our Lay Leaders (Kathy Gerard and
Carol Johnson). This is an exciting time of new
growth at Union Church, and we welcome
those interested in having a part in it!

Shared by
Carol
Johnson

I used to think generosity was a characteristic
reserved for two special groups of people: the
very rich and the very holy. I was neither (still
am not!). Not wanting to be selfish or anything,
but I didn’t feel much like draining my very
small bank account unless I had to.
The problem was, I had a skimpy
understanding of generosity. Maybe you do
too.
Eventually I learned that not only is being
generous with our time, talents, and treasure
something Christians are called to, I
discovered that generosity is genius.
You see, generosity has nothing to do with how
much money you have or how holy you are. It
has everything to do with understanding that
God has given us all things. Every day is an
adventure in which we can share His gifts, and
get them back again.
If you’re not feeling very generous right now,
let me give you four reasons why you’d be
smart to explore God’s gift of generosity.
Number one, generosity changes lives. It
blesses us, enriches us, and makes life better.
Jesus’ last recorded words – quoted by the
apostle Paul in Acts 20:35 – were, “It is more
blessed to give than to receive.” When you’re
generous, both parties get blessed – but the
giver gets “more” because God fills up your
account again!

Second, generosity connects us with
others. Proverbs 11:25 says that “he who
refreshes others will himself be refreshed.”
When you share from your life – anything from
a phone conversation to donating to a
homeless shelter – your relationships with
others get stronger.

FRIENDS AND
NEIGHBOR
LUNCHEON

Third, generosity helps us invest in what
matters most.
Your heart goes where your money flows. It’s a
big tip-off of who or what you value. Jesus
cautioned us from storing treasures on earth,
where they can rot or be stolen. Instead He
said to focus on the sort of treasures that
belong in heaven.
“For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.” (Matthew 6:20-21)
What do you think deserves your hard work,
your hours, and your financial backing? Fast
cars, big houses, the latest fashions? Or your
family and friends, the church, your community,
and the world?

Soups, sandwiches,
desserts and
More…
Thursday,
February 13, 2019
from 11:30 to 1pm.
We will have a trivia quiz for you

Here’s one last thought about generosity:
Jesus says generosity frees our hearts.
Think about it. If our values lean toward
possessions, overachieving, and gaining
recognition, we can never let up. We have to
keep striving, achieving, competing, and
winning. That produces dysfunctional
relationships and hard hearts. But if people,
truth, joy, and service are our top values, all
that is free for us to share.
Since everything is from the Lord, the more we
share it, the more we are blessed by God to
share more.
So, if you aren’t feeling very generous, maybe
you need to reevaluate how you define
generosity. You’ll feel like a genius with all the
blessings you’ll experience.

Their regular meetings are on Saturdays
from 9AM to 10:30AM
in Friendship Hall.
2020 MEETINGS
March 21st – Regular Business Meeting
(Their 2020 Program Calendar
is on the Welcome Table in Friendship Hall
and in the Vestibule)

Matthew 25
Ministries
Empty Pill
Bottle
Recycling

▪

▪
▪

The United Methodist Women’s Group will
be collecting empty, label free pill bottles.

Prescription and over-the-counter
pill bottles
Large and small pill bottles
Pill Bottles with and without secure
caps (child-resistant): Caps are a
must!

Pill bottles that are not appropriate to include
There will be a box specific for this project
placedin Friendship Hall in the near future
In developing countries, medicines—when
actually obtainable—are often dispensed into
hands, pockets, leaves or any other available
container. Matthew 25 Ministries accepts
donations of basic medical supplies such as
empty pill bottles to help improve health care
quality in developing nations. Donations of
clean, unlabeled pill bottles help the poorest of
the poor in many ways: Medicine can be
distributed in sterile containers. Pill bottles that
are not appropriate for shipping are recycled
for cash that goes towards Matthew
25:Ministries’ programs.
This plastic recycling program keeps
thousands of bottles out of landfills each year.
Placing a nickel, dime or quarter in each pill
bottle helps with shipping costs to send the
bottles to developing countries.
Matthew 25: Ministries accepts the following
types of empty pill bottles:
Prescription pill bottles
Large and small pill bottles
Pill bottles with and without child resistant caps
Over-the-counter pill bottles.
You can help improve the quality of health care
in hospitals and health clinics in developing
countries by saving and donating basic medical
supplies such as pill bottles.
Acceptable collection items include:

with shipments of medical supplies are
recycled and may generate revenue that
supports Matthew 25: Ministries’ programs. If
you wish to prepare bottles for shipment rather
than recycling, please adhere to the following
guidelines:
▪

Bottles included in shipments of
medical supplies must have an all
plastic lid.

▪

Sort bottles by color and type.

▪

Remove labels, leaving no glue or
residue.

▪

Wash bottles in very hot water and
dish soap.

▪

Rinse and dry thoroughly.

▪

Replace lids on clean, dried
bottles.

▪

Place clean, recapped bottles in
large ziplock bags marked “Clean
Bottles.” These will be blended with
medical supplies.
THANK YOU!!!

Our 2020 Global Mission Initiative will
be determined at our February 23rd
Church Council Meeting
Joys & Celebrations Total
As of 1/26/20: $102

Our Cancellation Announcement is posted on
WSCH 6, Portland, NBC.
This is seen both on the TV broadcast and on their
website Weather related Cancellations listing, by
scrolling down to Union Church of Belgrade Lakes,
UMC.
NOTE: If may just be that we cancel just the 8 a.m.
giving us all time to clean out so that we are able to
attend our 9:30 Service should bad weather arise.

Our yearly goal is
#2,500; Our first quarter
goal is $625; Weekly
Goal $50

We are also looking to use Text, Email, Facebook
and our Website - and wait for this, the Telephone
(oh my!) as a means of direct contact. So, if the
weather is frightful be sure to check any one of
these communications before venturing out. Stay
Safe!

Meetings at a
Glance:
February 2020

The need to cancel or postpone Sunday Worship
takes a day of rest seriously, so be careful on ice or
shoveling! Pace yourself.
Make for yourself and family a time of scripture
reading, reflection and prayer. Go ahead give it a
try, rain (snow, sleet) or shine!

Staff Parish Relations: 2/11@ 5 p.m.
Mission & Outreach 2/12 @11:15

Our Mission
Ministries

Worship: 2/18 @ 5:30 p.m.
Church Council: 2/23 @ 10:45
Finance Committee: 2/25@ 9 a.m.
Prayer Shawl: 2/10 and 2/24 @ 1 p.m.

Church Cancellation
Ok I know we won't
need to cancel or
postpone worship
again. But if we make
plans for such an event,
we surely won't need
them right?

Through the year in
this Newsletter we highlight our mission
projects and programs where we serve God
through Christlike compassion, mercy and
transformation; reaching out, lifting up, building
up. We will list some of the ways during
2020 contributions from Missions and
Outreach through your support received in our
weekly worship offerings, pledges and special
giving.
The Good Shepherd Food Bank
We will support this work that provides food to
local food banks throughout Maine. “Feeding
families living with food insecurity makes an
impact that goes beyond a nutritious meal.”
The Belgrade Rome Food Pantry with special
monthly “Wish List” donations; January through

December we will be fillin’ our shopping cart. Many thanks.
Kenneth Workman Youth Sports Program Ever notice the sign at the Belgrade Ball
Park? Our donation each year supports this
local youth program and shares our active
presence in the community in Christ’s service.
Maine Justice Foundation, Augusta,
Maine. We supported this work that serves the
LGBT, gay community those of whom are
among the poor and vulnerable among us,
facing issues of employment and housing
discrimination, domestic violence,
homelessness. In this manner we extend our
church Welcoming Statement into the
community beyond our own worship doors.
Messalonskee High School – In December
we sent $500 to support the High School’s
Food Pantry. Each year their empty Bowls
project supports our local Food cupboards and
the Food Cupboard at the High School we will
continue to contribute and will share
information of this year’s project in March as it
becomes available . In June we look to provide
leadership and participation in their
Baccalaureate program for new graduates.
We have Pints of Maple Syrup still available
- again this year for your Summer enjoyment
and purchasing. With Fair Trade pricing 100%
of the purchase price goes to assist their
ministry programs that transform lives in here
in Maine; $600.
Bread of Life Ministries. Through the year,
each month we provide a Tuesday evening
meal for the residents of the temporary Shelter
Program. It’s been a blessing to meet folks
there and see how this ministry gives them
both shelter and a boost to what is next as they
move forwards in life by God’s grace. We will
again contribute to this program in 2020. Our
Christmas Eve Offering of $487 was mailed
to them December 30th
Maine Adaptive Sports – We will again
support this program in 2020 as an

affirmation of their annual Ski-A-Thon that
supports programs that empower adaptive
athletes towards a healthy, active and
rewarding life.
Neighbors Driving Neighbors, this local
ministry program serving to help folks who
would be otherwise home bound will be
supported with our $500 gift sometime
January 2020 and through the engagement of
those offering to serve as drivers, and part of
the programs leadership
Winthrop, Maine: United Methodist Camp
Mechuwana. Scholarship support of campers
will be forwarded in May of 2020. The yearround camp and youth programs happening
there transforms lives of children and youth.
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund – With generous
donations we are able to assist families with
urgent housing needs; and will continue
helping through 2020 Each specific in their
own way where we were able to be a means of
God’s Grace in troubling times.
Prayer Shawl Ministry. This group meets
twice a month and distributes prayers shawls
to both women and men who are dealing with
health issues and or hospital stays.
Belgrade Central School – The Mission and
Outreach Committee at their August meeting
found that the school could use donations of
snacks and school supplies and will be working
closely with the School Administrators as to
their needs in 2020
The Committee will develop a schedule of
monthly mission giving in 2020. We will update
the above listing monthly as these occur.
Our next meeting is scheduled for
February 12th @11:15 a.m.

Our Next Bread of Life Homeless
Shelter Dinner is scheduled for
February 18th

Economic Ministry in Salem Township, as we
extend the grace of God outward regionally.
100%, all of the funds raised from sales go
directly to the Economic Ministries that help
folks, that equip them for work readiness and
life; Home Repairs, Thrift Shop, Food
Cupboard, Christmas Gifts, Winter Clothing
(New Coats and Boots), Backpacks (school
supplies, essential clothing) Program, Life
Skills, work.

Pick Some up for Gifts of any occasion!

Our Meal Theme For February will be Pasta
Dishes/Salads and Garlic Bread
There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall for
those wanting to designate their participation in
this ministry. Signing up is important so that
we are aware of what you will bring so that we
can complete planning for whatever else needs
to be prepared and donated. Thank you!
We would like to encourage as many
volunteers as possible to help donate items for
this dinner.
They now house as many as 50 folks. This
means we need to step up our game and
provide them with more items to share for a hot
meal on this date and every 3rd Tuesday of
each month.
Thank you to Marcy Decerb, Chery Cook, and
Kathy for the wonderful dinner delivered on
January 21st!

Maple Syrup
$12 per pint
We only have
pints left
We support the
ministry at
the United
Methodist

Please pray for the
following...
Bishop
Sudarshana Devadhar

Rev. Dr. Karen Munson, DS
February 2 - Monmouth United Church, New
Harbor UMC, New Sharon UMC, North Pownal
UMC, North Searsport UMC
February 9 - North Sebago UMC, North
Vienna UMC, North Woolwich UMC, OaklandSidney UMC, People's UMC, Union.
February 16 - People's UMC, South
Thomaston, Pleasant St UMC, Randolph UMC,
Readfield UMC, Round Pond UMC

A Look through the
Rearview Mirror:
A Retrospective of 2019
The decade ended well for Union Church! 2019
was a transition year as our members bade Pastor
Joe and Heidi an appreciative thank you for their
five years of service, dedication, and commitment
to nurturing us along our individual and collective
path of faith and service. At the same time the
SPRC (the Staff, Pastor Relations Committee) did
an outstanding job of communicating the status,
needs, and aspirations of our future to our District
Superintendent, Rev. Karen Munson. In doing so,
Union Church was blessed with the appointment of
Pastor Eleanor to lead us forward on our faith
journey.
We finished the year in the BLACK and
accomplished much during those 12 months. At
the risk of overlooking some of those
accomplishments, I will attempt to reiterate some of
our achievements for which we are grateful.
Through the commitment, dedication, service, and
especially the generosity of our members, who
gave of their time, talents, and treasures throughout
the year, Union Church served our own needs of
nurturing our growth through meaningful worship
services, inspiration from the choir, and Christian
education programs offered on a weekly basis. An
active Mission & Outreach program continues to
address the needs of our immediate community
and those more distant. These efforts include
MANY disparate programs, including: The Bread of
Life mission; support (both member volunteers and
material support of food items and financial) of our
local Belgrade-Rome food pantry; the Scouts
program; taking a leadership role in Neighbors

Driving Neighbors (member volunteer drivers and
financial support); the youth at the Belgrade Central
School and the Messalonskee High School food
pantry; and others organizations. In all, Union
Church committed $5,410 to be distributed at the
discretion of the Missions & Outreach Committee.
Additionally, the Pastors Discretionary Funds were
used to meet the needs of individuals within our
community for heating oil, rent, utilities, etc. Each
and all of those decisions represent our Faith in
Action!
Additionally, Union Church continues to fulfill its
commitment to the Global Mission of the New
England Conference by contributing 100% of its
Mission Shares that totaled $21,464 (or $1.789 per
month) in 2019. Finally, Union Church exceeded
its goal of $2,500 for the Salem Economic Ministry!
Union Church also engages the community
throughout the year with programs that are open to
all, including a monthly Friends ‘n Neighbors
luncheon, periodic Coffee Houses, bimonthly Shawl
Ministry gatherings that attract both church
members who knit and non-members alike, an
active and involved United Methodist Women’s
group that is service oriented, not to mention the
participation of Union Church in the community’s
annual festivals on the 4th of July, the October
Festival, and the Christmas Stroll. These latter
festivities not only provide financial support for the
church, but also provide an opportunity of providing
a ‘public face’ in the community while providing
fellowship and fun. The energy, commitment,
camaraderie, sincerity, and above all the
generosity of our members are extraordinary.
During the year, we mourned the loss of several
stalwart, founding members of Union Church
including Barbara Sheble, Herbert Spencer, Joan
Tripp, and Nancy Jones, as well as the loss of
longtime member, Hilda Bridgham. The church has
also witnessed and welcomed several new
attendees.
As a congregation, we have MANY reasons to be
thankful. It is through and with your/our individual
and collective faithfulness in giving of our time,
talents, and treasures that we were able to meet
and exceed our goals in 2019. As Bishop S.
Devadhar said in a recent letter he sent, our

actions represent the Divinity within us! THANK
YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!
Let us look forward to continued success in this
new decade. Success in nurturing our faith,
continuing to address the needs of our members
and those in our community and afar, and
participating in a dynamic and vibrant weekly
worship service. These represent a three-pronged
foundation of the fundamental activities of our
congregation: Worship, Nurture, and Outreach.
Your continued faithful generosity and commitment
will ensure the success of Union Church’s mission
and ministries in 2020.

If you would like to contribute, please make out
a check to Union Church and write “Capital
Campaign” on the memo line. Put it in the
offering on Sunday morning or send it to the
church office. Union Church of Belgrade
Lakes, UMC, P. O. Box 133, Belgrade Lakes,
ME 04918.
Thank you,
Lynn Matson,
Chair, Staff Parish Relations Committee

Tony Mastromarino

Martin Swinger to
Vanquish Your
Winter Doldrums

“Pathway to Tomorrow” – Union Church
Capital Campaign
Last Summer I announced that the church was
embarking on a year-long Capital Campaign to
raise $45,000. The funds are to be used to
make several improvements to our church
facility including the brick walkway, new
signage and new lighting in front of the church;
new decking on the ramps and stair landings
and an enlarged and paved parking lot in the
rear of the church. I am pleased to announce
that to date we have received gifts and pledges
totaling $37,650
That means we need to raise $7,350 to reach
our goal. I want to extend a heartfelt THANK
YOU to those who have already contributed
and invite everyone else to make

Martin Swinger will be
headlining the Union
Coffeehouse MidWinter Blahs concert!
Warm up your sled
dogs or tune up your
snowmobiles and head
to the church on Saturday, February 8, at 7
PM. Martin is just the tonic you’ll need to propel
you good-naturedly into the second half of our
long Central Maine winter. Not only is he a
superb musician, he’s truly entertaining,
introducing his songs with amusing anecdotes
and insights. Martin is a veteran performer
who has appeared at both the Boston Folk
Festival and the Kerrville Folk Festival as well
as at numerous venues in Maine including
brilliant performances here at the Union
Coffeehouse.
He is known for
his sterling
performance and
vocal range,
surprisingly
diverse
repertoire,
brilliant
songwriting and engaging stage presence.
This concert is guaranteed to lift you out of

your winter ho-hums and put a smile on your
face and a tap in your toes.
As always, an Open Mic hour will follow our
featured entertainer. Enticing goodies baked
by the Union Church Bakers Corps will be
available to satisfy your munchy cravings. You
can wash them down with coffee, tea,
lemonade, or “Arnold Palmers” as you enjoy
the entertainment.

Goods being donated at this point are only
clogging up relief centers, which are struggling
with other relief concerns: rescuing and
housing people and rescuing and treating
animals. This story from the BBC
explains: Australia fires: How the world has
responded to the crisis

Be sure to mark February 8 at 7 PM on your
calendar so that you won’t miss an outstanding
evening of wonderful music and delectable
snacks at the Union Coffeehouse.

Operations
Giving Tree

Hope to see you there!

How to
help those
affected by
wildfires in
Australia
In response
to the severe
and
unrelenting
wildfires in
Australia, UMCOR - United Methodist
Committee On Relief is working with partner
organizations to assess current damage and
analyze the best route for support. If you would
like to support relief and recovery efforts to
address the needs of people who have been
affected by this disaster (as well as other
disasters worldwide), please give to
the International Disaster Response Advance
#982450

This giving tree is
located in
Friendship Hall
on top of the
Hope Chest. It
has been there for some time now. However;
this seems to have become a not so known
opportunity for us to give in another way. Ever
wonder how you might help keep our church
operating like a well- oiled machine?… We
place envelopes that list areas of our everyday
operating expenses with a suggested amount
(you may donate any amount you wish), such
as Office Supplies, Electricity, Fuel Oil, etc. As
we all know these expenses seem to increase
each and every
day. Your
donations are a
gift to help with
our budget in a
way that
pledges may
not.
Thank You!

Dear Church
Family,

Lynn & Phyllis Matson, along with
FOBLV Board Members (Carol
Johnson, Diane Oliver, Kathy Atkinson
and Christine Merckens), presented the
deed to the Village Green to the
Belgrade Board of Selectmen. As a
token of appreciation, the town
presented the Matson’s with a framed
photo of the opening event.
The Board of Selectpersons on Jan. 7
accepted the deed to Belgrade’s newest
public park.
The Belgrade Lakes Village Green was
developed by Lynn and Phyllis Matson,
and donated to the Town through the
Friends of Belgrade Lakes Village. With
a traditional New England gazebo, the
gathering spot will host community
celebrations, musical performances,
public events, small private affairs ...
along with picnics and other family fun.
In appreciation for their generosity, the
Matson’s were presented with an aerial
photo, shot by Alex Wall, of the park’s
dedication in August.

I wish I could send an individual thank
you to all who contributed towards my
Christmas Gift; however, this is the
next best thing as I don’t know who all
participated. It is with a thankful
heart that I say “Thank YOU” for my
most generous Christmas Gift! You are
such a giving congregation and I am so
appreciative. Most of all appreciative
of your being part of my Church
Family.
Blessings to you all during
this New Year!
Kathy

Union Church of Belgrade Lakes
United Methodist Church
67 Main Street
P.O. Box 133
Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918

Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love
in all that we say and do…
Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the manner of
Christ, where all are welcome and cared for…

