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Dear Members 
and Friends,  

 
Greetings in the 
name of the One 
who is the 
“Reason for the 
Season!” 

 
I am writing to you 
all in the days just 

before we celebrate Thanksgiving, and shortly 
thereafter, the first Sunday of Advent.  I am 
also writing to you in the darkest days of the 
year – days on which my window candles at 
home, with their built-in light sensors, flicker 
into light at 3:30 p.m. or so (and earlier, on 
overcast days)!  Especially at this time of year, 
most of us curse the dark and wish for the light.  
But we are about to enter a season of hopeful 
anticipation.  It’s the beginning of a new year in 
church time – sacred time, God’s time.  It’s a 
time to listen for prophetic voices, a time to 
seek a lasting light to illuminate our way 
forward.  It’s Advent!  Light, of course, is crucial 
to Advent. We light the candles on the wreath, 
not to count down to Christmas, but as a 
beacon to call us home. “We’ll leave the light 
on for you” isn’t just a slogan for a hotel chain, 
but a gospel promise that we will find our way 
by the light that is Jesus the Christ, and now is 
reflected in the body of Christ, the church.  The 
theme for our worship services in Advent this 
year is “Light in the Darkness,” and we will 

explore the 
words of four Biblical prophets as we move 
through the season. 

 
Mostly due to the availability of vaccines for all 
those five years of age and older, and booster 
vaccines as well, our holiday plans and 
celebrations are feeling much more “normal,” if 
we dare to use that word.  And yet, much of the 
news we receive from state, national, and 
global levels continues to trouble our minds 
and our hearts.  In our worship times together, 
we are called by the Biblical prophets 
Jeremiah, Malachi, Zephaniah, and Micah to 
dare to speak words of a hopeful future that will 
come to pass because of God’s salvation.  We 
must draw on our energy of faith as we offer to 
the world a vision of the newness that God 
brings in the birth of Christ.  

 
In this season of thanks-giving, and in this 
season of gift-giving, Mark and I are 
abundantly blessed, and thankful, to be 
walking beside you all in ministry here at Union 
Church of Belgrade Lakes UMC.   We were 
completely overwhelmed by the various ways 
you remembered us in “Pastor’s Appreciation 
Month,” back in October.  Thank you so much! 

 
As we have journeyed through most of 2020 
and now all of 2021 in the grips of the COVID-
19 pandemic, I am so very grateful for the 
ways you continue to live out what I’ll call “The 
Three C’s” – that is, the many ways you all are 
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collaborative, cooperative, and cheerful!  Mark 
and I are so, so grateful for your loving care, 
concern, and support!  We wish you a Blessed 
Advent Season, a Merry Christmas, and a 
Happy New Year! 
     
 Together in Christ’s Love and Service, 

Pastor Eleanor Collinsworth 

 
 

 

Worship Opportunities in Advent and 
Christmas Seasons 

 
The Advent and Christmas seasons provide 
opportunities to worship in special ways and 
with special messages that help us remember 
the true “reason for the season.”  What a great 
time to share, either in-person or by 
livestreaming, in meaningful worship 
experiences, and to invite neighbors, friends, 
and family members, near and far, to share 
them with you as we live into our Advent 
theme, “Light in the Darkness.”   
 
Nov. 28 – 1st Sunday of Advent:  “The Light 
of Hope – A Season of Hope” 
 
Dec. 5 – 2nd Sunday of Advent w/ Holy 
Communion:  “The Light of Peace – Tough 
Love” 
 
Dec. 12 – 3rd Sunday of Advent:  “The Light 
of Joy – True Joy to the World” 
 
Dec. 19 – 4th Sunday of Advent w/ Holy 
Communion:  “The Light of Love – 
Bethlehem?!” 
 
 
 

Friday, Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve:  
5:00 p.m. Candlelight Service of Lessons 
& Carols (in-person and livestreamed) 
 
Sunday, Dec. 26 – First Sunday After 
Christmas:  “Christmas Carols and Stories” 
 

 

 

Accepted and Approved 

 
           Bible in a Year: 

• Ezekiel 5–7 
• Hebrews 12 

 
You are precious and honored in my sight . . . . 

I love you. 
Isaiah 43:4 

 
Today's Scripture & Insight: 
Isaiah 43:1–4 
 
As a child, Tenny felt insecure. He sought 
approval from his father, but he never received 
it. It seemed that whatever he did, whether in 
school or at home, it was never good enough. 
Even when he entered adulthood, the 
insecurity remained. He continually 
wondered, Am I good enough? 
 
Only when Tenny received Jesus as his Savior 
did he find the security and approval he’d long 
yearned for. He learned that God—having 
created him—loved and cherished him as His 
son. Tenny finally could live with the 
confidence that he was truly valued and 
appreciated. 
In Isaiah 43:1–4, God told His chosen people 
that, having formed them, He would use His 
power and love to redeem them. “You are 
precious and honored in my sight,” He 
proclaimed. He would act on their behalf 
because He loved them (v. 4). 
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The value God places on those He loves 
doesn’t come from anything we do, but from 
the simple and powerful truth that He’s chosen 
us to be His own. 
 
These words in Isaiah 43 not only gave Tenny 
great security, but also empowered him with 
the confidence to do his best for God in 
whatever task he was called to do. Today he’s 
a pastor who does all he can to encourage 
others with this life-giving truth: we’re accepted 
and approved in Jesus. May we confidently live 
out this truth today. 
 
By:  Leslie Koh 
 

Reflect & Pray 
 

How do you think God sees you? What 
does John 1:12 tell you about your  

relationship with Him? What comfort do you 
find in that knowledge? 

 
Heavenly Father, I know You love me, accept 

me, and cherish me.  
 

Thank You for adopting me as Your child and 
loving me without conditions. 

 
 

 
 

ADVENT BIBLE 

STUDY 

Wednesday’s 10 a.m. 

– 11 a.m. 

BEGINNING 

December 1st we will 

be sharing time 

reading and viewing a 

DVD series “Light of 

the World” by Amy-Jill Levine. 

Won’t you join us. We would love to  

share this time with you.   

 

 
FRIENDS 

AND 
NEIGHBOR 
LUNCHEON 

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday,  
December 9, 2021  
from 11:30 to 1pm.  

 
While we are unable to share this 

time together; while you are eating 
your lunch, pray for those who 

usually join us for lunch on this day 
for fellowship! 

 

 
Our 2021 Global Mission Initiative will 
continue to be donated to the Good 

Shepherd Food Bank 
(donations will be 

sent to them 
quarterly) 

 
Joys & Celebrations Total 

As of 11/21/2021: $2,828 
 
Our yearly goal is $2,500;  
 
November and December 
Joys & Celebrations are 
going to the Starfish Village 
Program in Waterville that 
provides support for the 
homeless in that area.   
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Meetings at a 
Glance: 

December 2021 
 

 

 

Worship Committee:  11/30 @ 5:30 p.m. 

NOTE: Time Change   

 

Belgrade Senior Resource Meeting: 12/1 @6 

p.m. 

 

Missions & Outreach:  12/8 @ 11:15  

 

Prayer Shawl: 12/12 and 12/26 @ 1  p.m.  

 

 

Our Mission 

Ministries 

 

Through the year in 

this Newsletter we 

highlight our mission 

projects and programs where we serve God 

through Christlike compassion, mercy and 

transformation; reaching out, lifting up, building 

up.  

 

We will list some of the ways during 2021  

contributions from Missions and Outreach 

through your support received in our weekly 

worship offerings, pledges and special giving. 

 

Center for All Seasons Summer Camp – 

In June We donated $200 worth of snacks for 

the kiddoes.  Summer Camp End of year BBQ 

was held on August 15th with this committee 

providing/grilling hamburgers and hot dogs as 

well as fruit and ice cream for as many as 75!  

 

The Good Shepherd Food Bank 

We will continue to support this work that 

provides food to local food banks throughout 

Maine. “Feeding families living with food 

insecurity makes an impact that goes beyond a 

nutritious meal.” (At our February 23rd Church 

Council Meeting it was approved our Joys and 

Celebrations monies will be sent to this 

organization through 2021)  

 

The Belgrade Rome Food Pantry with special 

monthly “Wish List” donations; January through 

December we will be fillin’ our shopping cart.  -

Many thanks.  December we may be asked to 

do some shopping for their Christmas Baskets. 

 

Kenneth Workman Youth Sports Program -

Ever notice the sign at the Belgrade Ball 

Park?  Our donation each year supports this 

local youth program and shares our active 

presence in the community in Christ’s service. 

$150 was donated on June 9th.   

 

Maine Justice Foundation, Augusta, 

Maine. We supported this work that serves the 

LGBT, gay community those of whom are 

among the poor and vulnerable among us, 

facing issues of employment and housing 

discrimination, domestic violence, 

homelessness. In this manner we extend our 

church Welcoming Statement into the 

community beyond our own worship doors. 

Our $500 donation was sent on February 17, 

2021.   

 

Messalonskee High School – In November 

we sent $500 to support the High School’s 

Food Pantry. Each year their empty Bowls 

project supports our local Food cupboards and 

the Food Cupboard at the High School we will 

continue to contribute and will share 

information of this year’s project in March as it 

becomes available . In April we sent a donation 

of $500 for their Food Pantry . 

 

Bread of Life Ministries.  Through the year, 

each month we provide a Tuesday evening 

meal for the residents of the temporary Shelter 

Program.  It’s been a blessing to meet folks 



there and see how this ministry gives them 

both shelter and a boost to what is next as they 

move forwards in life by God’s grace. We will 

again contribute to this program in 2021.  In 

November we sent a donation of $500 to 

support their Christmas Wish List for their 

residents. Our Christmas Eve Offering this year 

again was sent to the Bread of Life Homeless 

Shelter.  We sent a donation of $500 for this 

year’s Christmas Wish List   

 

Waterville Homeless Shelter – In late 

December we shared with them a donation of 

$500 

 

Vernon Valley Lodge 99 A.F. & A.M. – We 

again are sponsoring the Bikes for Reading 

Program for local school children by sharing 

with them $200; sent in November. Jim 

Webster is a key member of this group  

 

Belgrade Historical Society – We shared 

$200 for their Townhouse restoration project in 

which they will be opening up to the public in 

the future.  Preserving Belgrade History for 

Future Generations 

 

Maine Adaptive Sports – We will again 

support this program in 2021 as an 

affirmation of their annual Ski-A-Thon that 

supports programs that empower adaptive 

athletes towards a healthy, active and 

rewarding life. A $100 donation was sent on 

February 17, 2021.   

 

Neighbors Driving Neighbors, this local 

ministry program serving to help folks who 

would be otherwise home bound was  

supported with our $500 gift on February 17, 

2021 and through the engagement of those 

offering to serve as drivers, and part of the 

programs leadership 

 

Winthrop, Maine: United Methodist Camp 

Mechuwana.  Due to Covid they were unable 

to hold camp weeks; however the Camp put 

together a Food Program to share meals with 

those in need.  Many folks/students stepped to 

help with this.  On June 9th we sent a $500 

donation towards this much needed program.  

The year-round camp and youth programs 

happening there transforms lives of children 

and youth. 

 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund – With generous 

donations we are able to assist families with 

urgent housing needs; and will continue 

helping through 2021.  Each specific in their 

own way are able to be a means of God’s 

Grace in troubling times.  To date $3,275 has 

been expended. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry.  This group meets 

twice a month and distributes prayers shawls 

to both women and men who are dealing with 

health issues and or hospital stays.  Prayer 

Shawls were sent to both Elisha McKenney 

and David Stevens in April 

 

Belgrade Central School – The Mission and 

Outreach Committee at their August meeting 

found that the school could use donations of 

snacks and school supplies and will be working 

closely with the School Administrators as to 

their needs in 2021.  To date we have 

dropped off four carloads of snacks during 

their school year. And donated lots of 

snack for their Basket Bingo Event that 

helps pay for class trips and school 

supplies.   
 

Maine Home for Little Wanderers, 

Waterville, ME – On February 17, 2021 we 

sent $1,000 in memory of Joan & Dick Tripp.  

All three of their children were adopted from 

this wonderful organization.   
 

Pine Tree Camp for Special Needs Adults 

and Children – As part of Barbara & John 

Sheble’s general donation a $5,000 gift was 



given to this camp so they could build a 

greenhouse and have a garden this summer 

 

Belgrade Fire and Rescue – In November we 

sent a donation in the amount of $1,00 as they 

have not been able to hold any of their annual 

fundraisers.   

 

 
Our Next Bread of Life Homeless 

Shelter Dinner will be December 21st 
 
Please email us at 
unionchurchmaine@gmail.com for  
those of you wanting to designate your 
participation in this ministry; we are looking for 

many volunteers.  Signing up is important so 
that we are aware of what you will bring so that 
we can complete planning for whatever else 
needs to be prepared and donated.  Thank 
you! 
 

We would like to encourage as many 
volunteers as possible to help donate 

 items for this dinner. 
 
At this time they are housing around 50 
residents.   
 
Thank you to JoAnn McElvaine, Michelle 
Cullins, Meg Lane, Louise, Carol, Hilary, Tony, 
Sharron, Julie, Pastor Eleanor and Kathy for 
sharing in this ministry on November 16th. 
 

We share a hot meal on the  
3rd Tuesday of each month. 

 

 
In addition to providing the Bread of Life 
Homeless Shelter with a hot meal every month; 
we have learned that they are in need of the 
following items which includes sweatshirts, 

hoodies (Lg/XL), gloves and scarves.  If you 
are interested in donating, please drop off and 
we will deliver at our next meal delivery. 
 

  

Pillows 

 

 

                  

Bath Towels     

 

             

 Face Cloths 

 

 

Twin size bed in bags 

 

 

Bedding is so important to us because the shelter 

clients take this with them when they move into 

their own apartments 

Soup Kitchen Wish List 

 

Bottled Water  

 

 

 

Sandwich Ziplock Baggies  

 

 

 

Coffee Creamer  
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Christmas 

Cookie Baking & 

Decorating 

Event 
 

Sunday, 

December 19th @ 10:45 
 

Come join us right after our Worship 

Service for a time of gathering to bake 

and decorate Christmas Cookies which will 

then be shared with the Bread of Life 

Ministry Homeless Shelter on Tuesday the 

21st when we deliver our monthly meal.  

 

Everyone Welcome!  
 

 

 

United Methodist Economic Ministry 

 

On Friday November 5th 

these two (Art Carrano 

and Mark Collinsworth) 

along with Paul Lenfest, 

Sharron Burnell, Pastor 

Eleanor and Kathy 

trekked up to the Salem Thrift Store at 23 

Coffin Street, Howland, 

Maine. We help 

straighten up their 

delivery area by going 

through all the 

donations that had 

come, sorted out clothes and prepped their 

Christmas Gifting Room. Also carried off items 

to the transfer station. We also toured their 

Food Pantry and the Thrift Store.  Everything is 

very well put together and they serve many 

families.  Everyone is welcome to shop their 

Thrift Store (lots of great finds).   

It was a wonderful day feeling grateful we were 

able to help this small 

way.  They are 

experiencing difficulty 

with getting folks to 

volunteer.  You are all 

welcome to volunteer at 

any time.   

In November we sent a donation in the amount 

of $1,000 to help with their operating 

expenses. 

 

Finance 

Committee 

Update 

As we 

approach the 

end of another 

year, let us 

reflect on the challenges and the many blessings of 

2021. Union Church has ended been blessed by 

the faithful and generous commitment of its 

members. Despite another trying year, laden with 

restrictions and setbacks, the ministries and 

outreach of Union Church have remained steadfast. 

If I were to select a single word to best characterize 

the spirit of Union Church in 2021, I would say it 

was “resilient”.   We continue to put our best foot 

forward in an effort to serve one another and our 

community.  

Financially, Union Church is on track to end the 

year in the BLACK.  At our recent annual Church 

Conference on the evening of November 17, the 

Finance Committee recommended a Church 

budget for 2022, that was presented and approved.  



Expenses are projected to total $169,052,   which is 

an increase of $1,012. That represents just a 

0.60% increase compared to this year’s projections.  

That total includes SPRC’s recommendation to 

increase salaries by 5% in recognition of the efforts 

and accomplishments of our Pastor and staff.   

Offsetting these expenses, income projections are 

anticipated to be approximately 3.7% higher than 

this current year, totaling $152,300.  Although to 

date the 44 pledges received total $103,150, 

pledges are projected to total $109,000, an 

increase of $1,369 (1.27%) over the current year.  

Although the Faith Line, that is, the difference 

between income and expenses for 2022, is 

$16,752, that difference is $4,457 less than last 

year.     

In keeping with our stewardship theme, “Better 

Together”, let us resolve to continue to be resilient 

and embrace the year ahead with enthusiasm and 

generosity.  Unfortunately, there is no time for 

complacency.  We, all of us, are called to be God’s 

servants in the world.  May we each do our part in 

carrying out the ministries of Union Church in the 

new year! 

Thank you all for your generosity throughout the 
year and may God bless each of us as we look 
forward to the opportunities in the new year. 
 
Respectfully and Gratefully Submitted, 
Tony Mastromarino    

 

 

 

Union Church 

Technology 

We continually reach 

out to you.  If you have 

been watching on our 

Website or on 

Facebook; we still experience some technical 

difficulties now and then (noticeably sound at 

the organ).  I and the Technology Committee 

have been in constant communication with 

Power Sound in hopes to get all the glitches 

straightened out.  We appreciate your patience 

in the meantime.    

 

The Technology Committee is asking you to 

email us as to your experience viewing on our 

Website as to the clarity of sound and picture.  

It will help us in assuring it is a wonderful 

experience for you our members as well as 

those from the community who choose to 

watch.   

 

Thank you! 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Don Petersen, Chair of Technology Committee 

 

 

 

 
Saturday, 
December 

4th 

 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m.  

 
Chowder/Soup  

Crafts 

Bake Shoppe 

                                                                    
Second Time Around 

 

We are looking for donations of 
chowders/soups, baked goods, crafts and 

Christmas Decorations.  
 

We also need Folks to volunteer as 
Servers and to help out at the different tables 

to oversee sales, etc.   
 

Set Up will Saturday, December 4th @2 p.m. 
 

Please let Bobbi our Chair know if you are 
willing to volunteer for this wonderful 

event.  Or sign up on the Sign-Up 
Sheet in Friendship Hall 

 

THANK YOU!!!  



 

The Belgrade/Rome 

Food Pantry will be 

shopping for and 

packing Holiday 

Baskets for 

Residents of 

Belgrade and Rome 

who take the 

opportunity to sign up 

to receive a full Turkey/Chicken Dinner with all 

the fixings.  Stay tuned to find out if they need 

shoppers and/or volunteers to put the baskets 

together.  

Baskets will be put together on Friday, 

December 17th and the Baskets will be given 

out on Saturday, December 18th 

If you are interested, 

please email us at 

unionchurchmaine@g

mail.com letting us 

know.  She will create 

a call back list and get 

in touch with you if 

help is needed.   

 

Thank you! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S 

  
CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 

 
There are still a few tags 

left on the tree! 
 

On Sunday November 

28th there was a tree set 

up in the Friendship Hall 

full of tags with items 

listed on them that the children of the 

Belgrade Central School are asking for 

Christmas gifts this year. On your way out 

from our Worship Service (in you attend in 

person), please stop by and pick up 1, 2 or 

as many as you would like.  If you don’t 

attend in person, please feel free to stop by 

on Tuesday or Wednesdays of each week to 

pick up some tags.  Please have the gifts 

back to the Church (No later than 12/17)  

preferably wrapped, but if you do not have 

the time to wrap Bobbi will wrap them for 

you.  

THANK YOU! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve Offering Designated to the 
Bread of Life Ministry, Augusta 

 
Given that the Christmas Story is all about a 
displaced/homeless family, our Christmas Eve 
Offering will again go to the Bread of Life 
Homeless Shelter! 
 
They provide shelter, long term housing, food, 
and case management/life skills coaching.  
Between the Family Residential Building and 
the Veterans Building; they have 50+ folks they 
are assisting.   



 

Union Church of Belgrade Lakes 

United Methodist Church 

67 Main Street 

P.O. Box 133  

Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love 

 in all that we say and do…  

 

Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the 

manner of Christ, where all are welcome and cared for… 


