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Dear Members 

and Friends, 

 

Greetings in the 

name of the One 

who is the 

“reason for the 

season!” 

 

As I write, 

the frenzy of an election that is still nearly a 

year away has already begun.  We seem mired 

in a too-lengthy season of discord and dis-

unity.  I think you will agree with me that here is 

great need for hope – hope for peace in our 

own nation and in other parts of our world; 

hope for unity in our nation in the midst of a 

time marked in so many ways by disunity; hope 

for the future of the Christian church, the 

United Methodist Church, and our own faith 

community here at Union Church of Belgrade 

Lakes.   

 

The good news is that our God is faithful, and 

the season of Advent now upon us encourages 

us, in the darkest time of the year, to lift up 

God’s peace, God’s love, God’s joy, and above 

all in our times, God’s hope.  In this Advent 

season, we are focusing on the prophetic 

words of Isaiah – his words of prophetic hope.  

And so, we will match Isaiah’s words of hope 

with “Images of Hope” as we move through the 

season of Advent.  We will explore where we 

are bound in this life by those things that would 

keep us from hope, and how we can remove 

from us what binds us as we help others 

remove from them what binds them.  What a 

wonderful time to invite neighbors, friends, 

family members, and co-workers to join you in 

our worship experiences! 

 

Our Advent journey will culminate in the 

celebration of the arrival in our world of the 

Hope that is found in Christ, as we gather on 

Christmas Eve, in a service of lessons, carols, 

and candlelight at 5 p.m.  We will revel in the 

joy that comes along with the assurance that 

Hope was born into our world, over 2000 years 

ago, in a lowly Bethlehem stable. 

 

In looking ahead to January, the new year, and 

the season of Epiphany that carries us forward 

to Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent, 

we will remember and celebrate that in Christ, 

hope is revealed, hope is restored, hope is 

realized!  As we journey forward, we see hope 

revealed in the life, teaching, and ministry of 

Jesus Christ.  Thanks be to God! 
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In this season of thanks-giving and gift-giving, 

Mark and I feel abundantly blessed to be 

walking beside you all in ministry here at Union 

Church of Belgrade Lakes UMC.  We are so, 

so grateful for your loving 

care, concern, and 

support!  We wish you a 

Blessed Advent Season, 

a Merry Christmas, and a  

Happy New Year! 

  

 

Together in Christ’s Love and Service, 

 

Pastor Eleanor Collinsworth 

 

Worship Opportunities in Advent and 

Christmas Seasons 

 

The Advent and Christmas seasons provide 

opportunities to worship in special ways and 

with special messages that help us remember 

the true “reason for the season.”  What a great 

time to reconnect with your faith community, 

share in meaningful worship experiences, and 

invite neighbors, friends, and family members 

to share them with you!   

 

Dec. 1 – 1st Sunday of Advent:  

“Peace in the Midst of Conflict” 

Dec. 8 – 2nd Sunday of Advent w/ Holy 

Communion:  “Love in the Midst of Hate” 

Dec. 15 – 3rd Sunday of Advent:  

“Joy in the Midst of Despair” 

Dec. 22 – 4th Sunday of Advent:  

“Hope in the Midst of Hopelessness” 

 

Sunday, Dec. 22, 4 

p.m. – “Longest Night 

Worship Service”: 

Together with Pastor 

Thom Blackstone and 

Pleasant St. UMC in 

Waterville, a special service will be offered on 

Sunday, Dec. 22, 4 p.m., here at Union 

Church.  The name of this service, “Longest 

Night”, describes the feeling that some have 

during this season.  In the long, dark, winter 

nights, memories of past experiences and the 

pain of present experiences and situations can 

become overwhelming.  In this service, all who 

attend will be invited to lift up to God the 

sadness or struggles they may be facing – and 

we will worship in special ways, trusting that 

we will find hope and strength in knowing that 

we are not alone. 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve:   

“Hope Is Born This Night” 

5:00 p.m. Candlelight Service of Lessons  

& Carols 

 

Sunday, Dec. 29 – First Sunday After 

Christmas:  “Hope Found in the Word” 

Services at 8:00 a.m. (Contemplative) and 

9:30 a.m. (Traditional) 

 

 

How to Pray with Power 

By Chip Ingram 

Do you have a tough situation in your life? 
Want to see God change it? 

Maybe you doubt that He can, or that He will. 
Maybe you say you’ve prayed a lot and nothing 
has happened. 

It’s true: sometimes God says “no” or “wait.” 
But I believe God wants to say “Yes!” a lot 
more than any of us would ever dream. 

The Bible is full of examples of this. Remember 
the story of the apostle Peter in jail the night 
before Herod was probably going to execute 



him? In Acts 12 we read about how Peter was 
chained between two guards, asleep. Sentries 
were everywhere. An angel appears, wakes 
Peter, releases his chains, and orders him to 
follow him into the city. Then the angel 
disappears. 

It’s an amazing story, isn’t it? Here’s the key. 
What had the church been doing while Peter 
was jailed? 

“So Peter was kept in prison, but the church 
was earnestly praying to God for him.” (Acts 
12:5) 

A group of believers saw an impossible 
situation, took prayer seriously, and gathered 
to pray—earnestly, continuously, specifically—
unto God. 

Okay, it may seem obvious that we need to 
pray unto God. (Who else would we be praying 
to, you might ask!) But I want to dwell a 
moment on that preposition “unto” or “to.” In 
the original Greek the term means “before” or 
“before the face of God.” It implies “motion 
towards, access to, or nearness to something.” 

With that in mind, I’m going to say something 
that may shock you. Most of the time, we 
don’t really pray to God. 

How can I say that? After decades as a pastor 
and Christian leader, it is my observation that 
in general, during a prayer service, in group 
prayer or even privately, people focus more on 
their words and what they’re trying to say, or 
on the other people in the room, or how they 
feel at the moment, than on the One to whom 
they’re praying. 

Prayer on autopilot isn’t really prayer. 

True prayer is approaching, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, the Throne of God and 
communicating with the Creator of the 
universe. It’s being conscious you’re in the very 
presence of God. The focus is on the Living 
Word, not your words. 

And here’s some encouragement: by just 
mindfully shifting your focus, your prayer life 

will be transformed. Why? Because when you 
become truly aware of Who it is you’re 
speaking to, then all of a sudden the size of 
your problems begins to shrink, your emotional 
struggles begin to ease, your hope rises, and 
your faith grows! 

Think of it like bringing nickel-and-dime issues 
to a multi-multi-multi-multi-billionaire. Can God 
fix your broken relationship? Like that! Can He 
heal your body? In an instant! Can He turn 
around a disappointment at work? Done! 

Maybe you think God works this way but only 
for pastors or missionaries or the spiritual 
giants among us. Let me give you some 
assurance. Our communication with God has 
nothing to do with our merit or our level of 
righteousness. The basis of our assurance 
before God’s throne is the work of Christ on 
the cross. 

Remember Hebrews 10:19, 22: 

“Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have 
confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the 
blood of Jesus . . . let us draw near to God with 
a sincere heart and with the full assurance that 
faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to 
cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having 
our bodies washed with pure water.” 

We have access to God the Father through the 
Holy Spirit (Ephesians 2:17) because of the 
sacrifice of the Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 

The 19th century evangelist and pastor R. A. 
Torrey wrote, “We should never utter one 
syllable of prayer, either in public or in private, 
until we are definitely conscious that we have 
come into the presence of God, and we are 
really speaking to Him.” 

Next time you bow your head, turn off 
autopilot and turn on your 
imagination. Spend some time picturing the 
Throne of Heaven and the loving God to whom 
you’re speaking about that tough challenge you 
need help with. He is listening! 

 



 

 
FRIENDS AND 

NEIGHBOR 
LUNCHEON 

 
 
 
 
 

Soups, sandwiches, 
desserts and     

                       more! 
 

Thursday,  
December  12, 2019  
from 11:30 to 1pm.   

 

 

We will have Christmas Song Trivia 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Their regular meetings are the third Saturday 
of the month from 9AM to 10:30AM in 
Friendship Hall.  
 

2019 MEETINGS 
 
December 14th Home party - Book Review @ 
Bobbi’s. Spiritual gift exchange - under $10.00 

 

The UNITED METHODIST’S WOMEN’S 

Food Drive for the   

ROME/BELGRADE FOOD 

PANTRY 

Was Held on  

NOVEMBER 16th 

From 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

 

Louise, Bobbi, Barbara, 

Christine, Carol, Kelly, and 

Gail  stood out in the bitter 

cold that day greeting passerby’s who 

generously donated over 450 food items and 

over $1,500!   

 

 

Thank you and God 

Bless you! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Our 2018/2019 Global Mission 
Initiative is happening right in our 

backyard with the  

United Methodist Economic Ministry 
in Salem Township, Maine 

 
https://www.umeconomicministry.com/ 

 
Joys & Celebrations Total 
As of 11/24/19: $2,121.60 

 
Our Fourth Quarter Goal 
is $625 by 12/30/19; Our 
December 31st Goal is 
$2,500 

 
Thank you for helping exceed this! 

 
 
 

Following Worship, keep a watchful eye out 
for the big screen TV slide presentation that  

highlights this ministry 
 
United Methodist Economic Ministry 
Program Include: 
 
Salem & Solon Thrift Shops 
Salem, Solon and Howland Food Cupboards 
Maple Syrup 
Backpacks and Sneakers 
Emergency Heating Assistance 
Fire Victims Assistance 
Warming Center (Jan – April) 
Prom Shop 
Christmas Shoppe 
Community Garden  
 
Summer mission groups provide home repair, 
accessibility ramps and winter weatherization 
with efficient windows and doors.  
 
Their vision is to support healthy communities 
that adapt to the changing environment in the 
region.  They are providing both educational 
and material support towards self sufficiency in  
this region of severe economic challenge.  
With dignity and grace, they are working to 
build sustainable communities.   
 
 

Monthly we will provide updates to the various 
programs of their ministries.  

Meetings at a 
Glance:  

December 2019 
  

 

 

 

Worship: 12/3 @ 5:30 p.m. 

 

Missions & Outreach:  12/3 @ 10 a.m. 

 

Prayer Shawl: 12/9  @ 1 p.m. 

 

Trustees: 12/16 @ 6:30 

 

 

                  
Our Mission 

Ministries 

 
 
 
 
Through the year in 

this Newsletter we highlight our mission 
projects and programs where we serve God 
through Christlike compassion, mercy and 
transformation; reaching out, lifting up, building 
up. Here is a listing of some of the ways so 
far during 2019 and those shared during 
2018 you contributed to missions through 
your support received in our weekly worship 
offerings, pledges and special giving. 
 
The Good Shepherd Food Bank 
With a gift of $500 during June 2019 we will 
support this work that provides food to local 
food banks throughout Maine. “Feeding 
families living with food insecurity makes an 
impact that goes beyond a nutritious meal.”  
 
The Belgrade Rome Food Pantry with special 
monthly “Wish List” donations; January through 
August we’ve been fillin’ our shopping cart.  -
Many thanks. 
 
Ever notice the sign at the Belgrade Ball 
Park?  $150 during April 2018 supports this 

https://www.umeconomicministry.com/


local youth program and shares our active 
presence in the community in Christ’s service. 
 
Maine Justice Foundation, Augusta, 
Maine. With a gift of $500 in March 2019 we 
supported this work that serves the LGBT, gay 
community those of whom are among the poor 
and vulnerable among us, facing issues of 
employment and housing discrimination, 
domestic violence, homelessness. In this 
manner we extend our church Welcoming 
Statement into the community beyond our own 
worship doors. 
 
Messalonskee High School -Each year their 
empty Bowls project supports our local Food 
cupboards and the Food Cupboard at the High 
School we contributed $156 from our 
congregation and match $156 from M&O 
towards this in March 2019. In June we look 
to provide leadership and participation in their 
Baccalaureate program for new graduates. 
 
United Methodist Economic Ministry in 
Salem Township (UMEM); Weekly Joys and 
Celebrations contributions, $2,658.  2018 
began our two-year Global Mission 
Initiative here in Maine our annual goal is 
$2,500. 
 
We have Pints and Quarts of Maple Syrup 
again this year for your Summer enjoyment 
and purchasing.  With Fair Trade pricing 100% 
of the purchase price goes to assist their 
ministry programs that transform lives in here 
in Maine; $600.  
 
Bread of Life Ministries.  Through the year, 
each month we provide a Tuesday evening 
meal for the residents of the temporary Shelter 
Program.  It’s been a blessing to meet folks 
there and see how this ministry gives them 
both shelter and a boost to what is next as they 
move forwards in life by God’s grace. With a 
gift of $500 in May 2019 we equip their 
program there. In August we delivered 10 
backpacks for the children as they start school. 
 

Maine Adaptive Sports received $50 during 
March 2019 as an affirmation of their annual 
Ski-A-Thon that supports programs that 

empower adaptive athletes towards a healthy, 
active and rewarding life. 
 
Neighbors Driving Neighbors, this local 
ministry program serving to help folks who 
would be otherwise home bound is supported 
with our $500 gift in January 2019 and 
through the engagement of those offering to 
serve as drivers, and part of the programs 
leadership 

 
Winthrop, Maine: United Methodist Camp 
Mechuwana.  Scholarship support of campers 
in the amount of $500.  This donation was sent 
in May 2019.  The year-round camp and youth 
programs happening there transforms lives of 
children and youth. 
 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund – With generous 
donations we have been able to assist 5 
families with urgent housing needs; $2450 
during this winter season.  Each specific in 
their own way where we were able to be a 
means of God’s Grace in troubling times.   
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry – In February 2019 we 
supported this ministry with $100.  This group 
meets twice a month and distributes prayers 
shawls to both women and men who are 
dealing with health issues and or hospital 
stays. 
 

Belgrade Central School – The Mission and 

Outreach Committee at their August meeting 

found that the school could use pairs of 

sneakers for the children that forget theirs at 

home so they can attend gym or go outside to 

play.   

The Mission Committee met on Tuesday, 

August 20th and are beginning to work on our 

mission giving funding and support.  We 

developed a schedule of monthly mission 

giving. We will update the above listing monthly 

as these occur.  

 

Our next meeting is scheduled for  

December 3rdth @10 a.m. 

 



 

Our Next Bread of Life Homeless 
Shelter Dinner is scheduled for 

 December 17th. 
 

There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall for  
those wanting to designate their participation in 
this ministry.  Signing up is important so that 
we are aware of what you will bring so that we 
can complete planning for whatever else needs 
to be prepared and donated.  Thank you! 
 
We would like to encourage as many 
volunteers as possible to help donate items for 
this dinner.  
 
 They now house as many as 50 folks.  This 
means we need to step up our game and 
provide them with more items to share for a hot 
meal on this date and every 3rd Tuesday of 
each month.  
 
Thank you to Tony, Marcy Decerb, JoAnn 
McElvaine, Sharron Burnell and Kathy for the 
wonderful dinner delivered on November 19th!   
 
 

 
 
Maple Syrup  
 

$12 per pint 
We only have 

pints left 
 
We support the 
ministry at 
the United 
Methodist  

 
Economic Ministry in Salem Township, as we 
extend the grace of God outward regionally. 
100%, all of the funds raised from sales go 

directly to the Economic Ministries that help 
folks, that equip them for work readiness and 
life; Home Repairs, Thrift Shop, Food 
Cupboard, Christmas Gifts, Winter Clothing 
(New Coats and Boots), Backpacks (school 
supplies, essential clothing) Program, Life 
Skills, work.   
 

Pick Some up for Christmas Presents! 
 
 

 

 
 Please pray for the 

following...  

 

Bishop 

Sudarshana Devadhar 

Rev. Dr. Karen Munson, DS 

December 1 Southport UMC, Strong UMC, 

Thomaston Federated Church, Trinity UMC, 

Union Church of Belgrade Lakes 

 

 
God’s Grace Aplenty in 2020 
2020 Stewardship Update: 

Finance Report:  2020 Church Budget 
 
At the Church Council meeting on Sunday,  



Nov 24, 2019, the Finance Committee 
recommended acceptance of a proposed 2020 
Ministry Needs Church Budget that passed 
unanimously.  The budget presented projected 
expenses totaling $169,254, which is a 1.56% 
decrease compared to the current year’s 
budget. On the income side, the Church has 
received a total of 46 pledges as of Nov 24 
(including 7 new pledges….THANK YOU) 
totaling $96,440.  The committee anticipates 
the pledge total for 2020 to reach $112,540 by 
year’s end.  That total is $3,800 less than the 
current year and represents approximately 
75% of the Church’s income stream.  The total 
income from all sources is anticipated to be 
$150,940.  You don’t have to be a math wiz to 
see that the Church has approved a deficit 
budget in which expenses exceed income by 
$18,314, a figure that is nearly identical to this 
year’s ‘Faith Line’.  Being a faith-based budget, 
we trust that the deficit will be met by income 
in excess of the projected total while spending 
less than anticipated.  
 
To date, that is, through Oct 31, 2019, despite 
having a net operating income of a negative 
$4,974, the Church’s unrestricted checkbook 
balance was a positive $4,832.  Any additional 
year-end contributions will only augment that 
balance, are encouraged, and would be greatly 
appreciated.  
 
The Church Council also endorsed donating all 
of the unrestricted funds received at the 
Christmas Eve service to the Bread of Life 
Ministry in Augusta where they will be put to 
good use.  In the spirit of the season, be 
generous! 
 
Your consistent generosity has once again 
gotten us through the first 10 months 
(unofficially 11 months) of the year.  Our 
vision of the future remains optimistic.  
Thank you all for your faithful and generous 
giving of not only your treasures, but of your 
time, and talents as well throughout the year.  
The Church’s commitment to Mission & 
Outreach will increase in 2020 by $1,500, from 
$6.500 to $8,000, speaking volumes for who 
we are and what we are about in our 
community and beyond.   

In closing I would like to thank each of the 
members of the Finance Committee and, on 
behalf of the Church, express thanks and 
appreciation to Kathy Gerard, our Church 
Treasurer, and to Cheryl Cook and Louise 
Young, our Church Financial Secretary and 
Assistant Financial Secretary, respectively for 
their unstinting dedication and commitment in 
maintaining the Church’s financial records and 
insuring transparency and good stewardship of 
the Church’s finances.  Finally, a huge THANK 
YOU to the entire congregation; the ability to 
serve in the community, to support numerous 
ministries, to provide a nurturing environment, 
etc, etc, is wholly due to your generosity and to 
the success of the fundraisers during the year, 
a critical element in the income stream of this 
Church’s budget!    Let’s insure that there is 
‘Grace Aplenty in 2020’!       
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tony Mastromarino, Finance Chair.  
 
 

 

Bishop Day 

on the Mid 

Maine District 

UMC 

 

December 7th, 2019 at 1:00  

Pleasant Street UMC, Waterville ME 

The District Committee on Superintendency is 
making plans for the Bishop’s Day on the 
District to be held on Saturday, December 7 at 
Pleasant Street UMC in Waterville beginning at 
1:00 pm with worship. We plan to share some 
of the gifts of our district with him and following 
worship, Bishop Devadhar will be sharing a full 
two hours for teaching and engagement with 
clergy and laity. 

REQUEST: if you have pictures of the Bishop 
in the MME District, please forward them 



to Lori, AA in Mid Maine for a presentation we 
are preparing.  

On what is already a busy day for Union 

Church, New England Conference Bishop 

Sudarshana Devadhar will make what may be 

his final visit to Mid-Maine District before his 

planned retirement on August 31, 2020.  All 

clergy and lay people are invited to gather at 

Pleasant St. UMC in Waterville at 1 p.m. on 

Sat., Dec. 7 for a time of worship and sharing 

with Bishop Devadhar.  If you would like to 

carpool to the event, please contact Pastor 

Eleanor. 

 

Christmas 
Stroll 

December 7th 
4 pm to 7 pm 

 
 

We are getting ready for the most wonderful 
season of all, Christmas! What better way 

to start the Christmas Season than with our 
Christmas Stroll.  Please come join us at 

this wonderful event that is full of 
fellowship and fun!  It is being held on 

Saturday, December 7th from 4pm to 7 pm. 
We are also looking for donations of Crafts, 

Baked Goods, mini breads, candies, etc. 
AND Lots of Cookies and Christmas 

Decorations you no longer want. Please 
also consider making a chowder or soup to 

serve for our Chowder/Soup Tasting.  
Please 

prayerfully 
consider 

volunteering; 
there are many 
ways to help. 
Bobbi and her 

team of 
volunteers will begin setting up Friday the 
6th at 10 a.m.  Please contact Bobbi Mahler 

@bobbimahler@icloud.com with any 
questions or offers of help.  

 
Thank you. 

UNITED METHODIST 

WOMEN’S 

CHRISTMAS  

GIVING TREE 

 

Beginning Sunday 

December 1st there will be a 

tree in the Sanctuary fill of 

tags with items listed on 

them that the children of the Belgrade 

Central School are asking for Christmas 

gifts this year.  On your way out from our 

Worship Service, please stop by and pick 

up 1, 2 or as many as you would like.  

Please have the gifts back to the Church by 

Sunday December 15th, preferably wrapped, 

but if you do not have the time to wrap 

Bobbi will wrap them for you.                         

 

THANK YOU! 

          

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Christmas Eve Offering, Designated to the  

Bread of Life Ministry, Augusta 
 
Given that the Christmas Story is all about a 
displaced/homeless family, our Christmas Eve 
Office will again go to the Bread of Life 
Homeless Shelter! 
 
 

They provide shelter, long term housing, food, 
and case management/life skills coaching.  
They are currently in a shelter expansion 
project were their goal is to Never Say No 
Again to those seeking shelter.   
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Thoughts to Ponder… 

 
Carol Shared Recently…  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

SERVICE 
 
 
 
 
 

TUESDAY 
DECEMBER 24TH 

5 P.M. 
 

Plan now to share this Worship 
Experience with family and friends. 

 
Be sure to bring a hand bell to 

 ring as we proclaim 
 
 

 
“JOY TO THE WORLD 

 

 

 

 

 



Union Church of Belgrade Lakes 

United Methodist Church 

67 Main Street 

P.O. Box 133  

Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love 

 in all that we say and do…  

 

Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the manner of 

Christ, where all are welcome and cared for… 


