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Union Rider
AUGUST 2022 Newsletter
Dear Members
and Friends of
Union Church,
Greetings in the
name of the One
who taught us to
pray to God for
what we need in
each new day –
just enough for each new day – and the One
who intercedes for us in all of our prayers!
“Give us this day our daily bread…” A couple
Sundays ago, we explored the passage from
Luke 11 in which, at their request, Jesus
teaches his disciples how to pray to God. In
this prayer that has been taught to us through
countless generations of Christ-followers since
those original twelve disciples, we are
encouraged to ask God for just enough. Just
enough for this day. In the midst of so much
that causes us, in our humanness, to wring our
hands in concern and worry, let us remember
Jesus’s definition of “Enough…” as we prepare
for that “certain time of year.” In these coming
weeks, as in the past years, we intentionally
turn our minds and more importantly, our
hearts, toward caring for the resources God
has entrusted to us. We describe this time
using rather business-like terms – “budget
projections,” “forecasted income,” “pledging

units,” “commitment cards”… We also
describe this time using Biblical and spiritual
terms like “tithing,” “prayerful discernment,”
“faith commitments”… Collectively, this time is
called the annual Stewardship Program! Later
in this newsletter, please look for more
information about this year’s program, themed
“Enough…” We will welcome guest speakers
in our worship services on August 14, 21, and
28 to help us explore what it means to have,
and then give, “Enough…”
The financial stewardship of our own assets
and our beloved Union Church’s assets are
challenging at any time, and this time is
proving to be at least as much so, as we face
great volatility in the price of fuel oil, and in the
prices of just about everything we have the
need to consume. And Yet! We find ample
opportunities to recognize where God’s grace
has been both sufficient and abundant in
ensuring that we do indeed have “Enough…”!
The process by which we perennially prepare
financial forecasts and craft an annual
operating budget for the church is what Oswald
Chambers calls “gracious uncertainty.” And he
describes it this way: “Most of us look upon
uncertainty as a bad thing. We think we must
reach some predestined goal, but that is not
the nature of spiritual life. The nature of our
spiritual life is that we are certain in our

uncertainty…Certainty is the mark of the
commonsense life – gracious uncertainty is the
work of the spiritual life…We are not uncertain
of God, just uncertain of what He is going to do
next.”
Let us be encouraged to remain faithful to God.
If we have the faith to lift up everything to God,
be assured that we will be gloriously and
graciously uncertain of how God will come in –
but we can be certain that God will come. God
is so good!
Together in Christ’s Love and Service,

Pastor Eleanor Collinsworth

“Enough…” – this is the Stewardship Program
theme your Finance Committee has selected,
looking forward to a new giving year that will
begin in January, 2023. Soon you will receive
a letter inviting you to be part of this
Stewardship Program, as we celebrate the
many ways God has blessed us, and continues
to bless us with “Enough…” In preparing for
this important season in the life of Union
Church, I discovered this quote: “Enough is
abundance to the wise.” In our worship
services on August 14, 21, and 28, we will
welcome guest speakers who will share their
thoughts on our theme. On August 14, our
theme is “Enough to Live – God’s Financial
Wisdom.” For August 21, it’s “Enough to Know
– Cultivating Contentment.” And on August 28,
Covenant Sunday, it’s “Enough to Give –
Defined by Generosity.” May God richly bless
our efforts to be good stewards of all God has
entrusted to us!

Food That Says I Love You
•
•

Bible in a Year:
Job 36–37
Acts 15:22–41

He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and
gave it to them. Luke 22:19
Today's Scripture & Insight:
Luke 22:14–20
I attended a family birthday gathering where
the hostess wove the theme of “favorite things”
into the decor, the gifts, and—best of all—the
food. Because the birthday girl loved steak and
salad—and white chocolate raspberry Bundt
cake—the hostess grilled steak, spun spinach,
and ordered that favorite cake. Favorite foods
say, “I love you.”
The Bible contains many references to
banquets, feasts, and festivals, pairing the
physical act of eating with celebrations of
God’s faithfulness. Feasting was a part of the
sacrificial system of worship practiced by the
Israelites (see Numbers 28:11–31), with
Passover, the festival of weeks, and new moon
feasts held every month. And in Psalm 23:5,
God prepares a table with an abundant meal
and cups overflow with mercy and love.
Perhaps the most lavish pairing of food and
wine ever expressed was when Jesus broke a
piece of bread and took a cup of wine,
illustrating the gift of His death on a cross for
our salvation. He then challenged us to “do this
in remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19).
As you partake of food today, take a moment
to consider the God who made both mouth and
stomach and offers food to you as a language
of His love in celebration of His faithfulness.
Ours is a God who feasts with the faithful,
pairing His perfect provision with our great
need, saying, “I love you.”

By: Elisa Morgan

Reflect & Pray
What is a favorite food that you use in
celebration?
How can you thank God as you enjoy food
today?
Thank You, God, for all You faithfully provide,
including my daily bread and my very salvation.

FRIENDS
AND
NEIGHBOR
LUNCHEON

Thursday,
August 11, 2022
from 11:30 to 1 p.m.
While we are unable to share this
time together; while you are eating
your lunch, pray for those who
usually join us for lunch on this day
for fellowship!

Our 2022 Global Mission Initiative Is
Going to The Sheble Campership
Fund
Joys & Celebrations
Total as of 7/24/2022:
$1,604
Our yearly goal is
$2,500

SHEBLE
CAMPERSHIP FUND

Meetings at a
Glance:
AUGUST 2022

Worship Committee: 8/9 @ 5:30 p.m.
Missions & Outreach: 8/17 @ 11:00 BBQ
@ CFAS
Prayer Shawl: 8/8 and 8/22 @ 1 p.m.

Millie the Local
Belgrade Moose

Belgrade Senior Resource Meeting: 8/22 @
6 p.m. at the Town Office
Finance Committee: 8/30 @ 10 a.m.

Our Mission
Ministries
Through the year in
this Newsletter we
highlight our mission projects and programs
where we serve God through Christlike
compassion, mercy and transformation;
reaching out, lifting up, building up.
We will list some of the ways during 2022
contributions from Missions and Outreach
through your support received in our weekly
worship offerings, pledges and special giving.
Center for All Seasons Summer Camp –
As summer will be upon us, we will once again
provide snacks for the kiddos. We will also
sponsor children who would like to attend
summer camp.
The Belgrade Rome Food Pantry with special
monthly “Wish List” donations; January through
December we will be fillin’ our shopping cart. Many thanks. Look for Wish List later in the
NL.
Kenneth Workman Youth Sports Program Ever notice the sign at the Belgrade Ball
Park? Our donation each year supports this
local youth program and shares our active
presence in the community in Christ’s service.
$200 was donated on May 17th.
Maine Justice Foundation, Augusta,
Maine. We supported this work that serves the
LGBT, gay community those of whom are
among the poor and vulnerable among us,
facing issues of employment and housing
discrimination, domestic violence,
homelessness. In this manner we extend our
church Welcoming Statement into the
community beyond our own worship doors.

Our $500 donation was sent on February 10,
2022.
Messalonskee High School – In April we
sent $500 to support the High School’s
Food Pantry. A food pantry is located at MHS
to serve their students and families. They also
hold an event each year called Empty Bowls
project which supports our local Food
cupboards and the Food Cupboard at the High
School. In April we sent a donation of $500 for
their Food Pantry .
Bread of Life Ministries. Through the year,
each month we provide a Tuesday evening
meal for the residents of the temporary Shelter
Program. It’s been a blessing to meet folks
there and see how this ministry gives them
both shelter and a boost to what is next as they
move forwards in life by God’s grace. We will
again contribute to this program in 2022. In
November we sent a donation of $500 to
support their Christmas Wish List for their
residents. Our Christmas Eve Offering this year
again was sent to the Bread of Life Homeless
Shelter.
Waterville Homeless Shelter – In late
December we shared with them a donation of
$500
Vernon Valley Lodge 99 A.F. & A.M. – We
again are sponsoring the Bikes for Reading
Program for local school children by sharing
with them $200; sent in November. Jim
Webster is a key member of this group
Adaptive Outdoor Education Center – We
again supported this program in 2022 as an
affirmation of their annual Ski-A-Thon that
supports programs that empower adaptive
athletes towards a healthy, active and
rewarding life. A $100 donation was sent on
February 10, 2022.
Neighbors Driving Neighbors, this local
ministry program serving to help folks who
would be otherwise home bound was

supported with our $500 gift on February 10,
2021 and through the engagement of those
offering to serve as drivers, and part of the
programs leadership
Winthrop, Maine: United Methodist Camp
Mechuwana. They are back to holding in
person camp outings! If you have
children/grandchildren who would like to
attend, please sign them up soon; their
camping sessions are filling up fast. On April
13th we sent a $500 donation towards this
much needed program. The year-round camp
and youth programs happening there
transforms lives of children and youth.
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund – With generous
donations we are able to assist families with
urgent housing needs; and will continue
helping through 2022. Each specific in their
own way are able to be a means of God’s
Grace in troubling times. To date $1,018.29
has been expended.

- Craft Shows –
The Town of Belgrade will host a series
of craft shows at the Village Green. The
shows will be on the last Sunday of the
month from May to September, with an
additional show on Saturday, Oct. 8
(Harvest Festival Day). (August 28,
September 25)
Each show will be from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
(Rain or Shine) and will feature wares
created by local artists and crafters.

Prayer Shawl Ministry. This group meets
twice a month (2nd and 4th Monday @ 1 p.m.)
and distributes prayers shawls to both women
and men who are dealing with health issues
and or hospital stays.
Belgrade Central School – The Mission and
Outreach Committee at their August meeting
found that the school could use donations of
snacks and school supplies and will be working
closely with the School Administrators as to
their needs in 2022. We dropped off a
donation ($200 worth) of snacks on April
18th for the kiddos when they got back from
their Spring break.
Belgrade Public Library – On May 17th we
sent a donation of $100 to the Sandra Fuller
Fund (Collection of Children’s Classical Book)
Belgrade Fire & Rescue – A donation in the
amount of $500 was sent to support the First
Responders Bench that will be placed at the
Town Office.

Our Next Bread of Life Homeless
Shelter Dinner will be AUGUST 16th
Please email us at
unionchurchmaine@gmail.com for
those of you wanting to designate your
participation in this ministry; we are looking for
many volunteers. Signing up is important so
that we are aware of what you will bring so that
we can complete planning for whatever else
needs to be prepared and donated. Thank
you!

Soup Kitchen Wish List
We would like to encourage as many
volunteers as possible to help donate
items for this dinner.

Bottled
Water

At this time they are housing around 50
residents.
Thank you to Sharron, Meg, JoAnn, Tony,
Cheryl, Louise, Ann McCandlish, Julie
Michelitch, Pastor Eleanor and Kathy for
sharing in this ministry on June 21st.
We share a hot meal on the
3rd Tuesday of each month.

In addition to providing the Bread of Life
Homeless Shelter with a hot meal every month;
we have learned that they are in need of the
following items which includes sweatshirts,
hoodies (Lg/XL), gloves and scarves. If you
are interested in donating, please drop off and
we will deliver at our next meal delivery.

Sandwich Ziplock Baggies

Coffee Creamer

MONTH
OF AUGUST

Pillows

Bath Towels

DINNER’S ON
THE GRILL
Face Cloths

MUSTARD
KETCHUP
RELISH
Twin size bed in bags

Bedding is so important to us because the shelter
clients take this with them when they move into
their own apartments

FOR THE ROME/BELGRADE
FOOD PANTRY
PERSONAL CARE ITEMS NEEDED:
TOOTHBRUSHES (INDIVIDUAL)
TOOTHPASTE (REG SIZE)
DEODORANT (GENERIC)
SHAMPOO (GENERIC)

Finance
Committee
Update
The work, that
is, the
ministries and mission of Union Church, is only
made possible by the faithful commitment of
our members, individually and as a
united/corporate body of Christian
followers…disciples. The programs that are
sponsored by Union Church and the people
served by those programs are a direct result of
our members’ commitment of time, talent, and
treasure. The outreach of Union Church in our
community is significant, important, and
appreciated. Our outreach is an extension of
our beliefs. The axiom, “Actions speak louder
than words”, is realized in our community. Yet
another axiom that is validated by or through
the actions of Union Church is that “The whole
is greater than the sum of its parts”. May we
continue to serve our community long into the
future through our continued faithful giving.
Through the first half of 2022, Union Church
has done quite well despite a negative overall
net operating income. The total expenses
through June 30, 2022, of $79,883 were
$11,996 greater than our total income for that
same period, $67.887. Expenses were 93.3%
of projections and the income was 91.3%.
Nevertheless, our current unrestricted
checkbook balance remains strong at $36,838.
In short, we are in a better financial picture
than projected for the first six months of 2022.
The message, however, is that we must not let
or guard down during the reminder of the year.

Additionally, August will usher in our annual
stewardship campaign for 2023. Given the
current volatility, inflation concerns, and an
uncertain fiscal environment, it is all that more

important to respond to this year’s stewardship
campaign prayerfully, graciously, and with
generous gratitude for our blessings in order to
continue to support the community outreach
efforts of Union Church in our immediate
region and beyond. We urge you to consider
how Union Church’s budget makes an
enormous difference in our community. Let us
each give from our abundance so that Union
Church will have Enough…(the theme of this
year’s campaign) to continue to serve those in
our community and beyond.
Respectfully,
Tony Mastromarino

Calling All Singers
So, you’re here for the summer and you miss
singing with your church choir or community
chorus back home. Even with all the wonderful
things to do here in Maine during the summer,
do you still miss that music boost or the
harmonic high you get from singing with a
group of friends? Well, how about making
some new music friends by joining our choir?
You don’t need to read music or have a strong
voice, but you do need to enjoy singing with a
friendly, welcoming group. Talk to Don
Petersen or to any of our choir members about
how much fun we have, and about the
wonderful health benefits of singing. Or, just
show up at our next rehearsal in the sanctuary
at 6:00 PM on Wednesday evenings. We hope
to see you there.
Musically,
Don Petersen, Choir Director

Union Coffeehouse
2022 – We’re Back!
Mid-Summer Union
Coffeehouse
on the Green
Our last concert for
the summer!
Weather permitting, the
Union Coffeehouse
will, once again, be held
on the Belgrade Village Green right here in
the village. Please show your support for this
wonderful Union Church community outreach
program by coming to the concert and bringing
your friends. The music will start at 7 PM and
Mark Mandeville and Raianne Richards will
start the show. As always, an Open Mic time
follows our featured performers. It never fails
to provide an eclectic mix of local talent for
your enjoyment.
Since we'll be outside, please bring a chair
or blanket to sit on as well as some goodies
to enjoy during the show. In case of rain,
we'll move over to Friendship Hall here in the
church, our traditional venue. We're looking
forward to seeing you for this last concert of
the 2022 summer season.
Saturday,
August 20 The Union
Coffeehouse
is pleased to
bring back
Mark
Mandeville
and Raianne Richards will close out our 2022
season on Saturday, August 20. Raianne and
Mark are clearly inheritors of a timeless legacy,
creating music that is both original and
evocative of a rich tradition. Blending
distinctive voices and a wide range of

accompaniment (guitar, harmonica, ukulele,
clarinet, penny whistle, electric bass), their
songs have been well-received by audiences
around the eastern United States and Canada
since 2010. Transcending the genre of folk
Americana, their music echoes inspiration from
traditional folk duos and singer/songwriters like
Ian & Sylvia, Kate Wolf and Neil Young –
combining beautiful harmonies and a lyrical
intensity, while establishing a unique sound of
their own.
We are grateful for your support for this
wonderful Union Church community outreach
program by coming to the Union Coffeehouse
concert and bringing your friends. If inclement
weather; the concert will start at 7 PM in
Friendship Hall and the featured performers
start the show. They will be followed by the
serendipitous group of performers who show
up for the Open Mic time. We don’t know
whether we’ll be able to offer the refreshments
and baked goods that have become a hallmark
of the Union Coffeehouse. We’ll have to keep
an eye on what COVID is doing and make our
decision as we get closer to the performance
dates. We hope you will come and enjoy the
wonderful concerts that we are able to offer
this year.

Current
Bible
Study
Whether it’s
because of
distractions,
busyness, or
a case of the
blahs, we
can
experience a
drift toward
indifference

in our spiritual lives. We have a need for an
ongoing spiritual awakening if we want to
become more aware of God’s presence and
activity in our everyday lives.
We continue on the journey with the first
followers of Jesus and witness the birth and
growth of the early church through spiritual
awakening to the power of God’s Spirit,
message, freedom, grace, mission, and
direction.
From their experiences you will learn postures
that will help you attune your own spiritual
heart to experience God’s presence, hear
God’s voice, and see God at work all around.
This study offers a fresh encounter with God to
prepare you to:
- Face daily battles
- Be able to discern the messages of our
culture
- Be ready to share God’s love with others
always
Everyone welcome; please join us!
Wednesdays 9:45 a.m. – 11 a.m.

Calling all Spring
Cleaning
Volunteers!!!
August 3rd
beginning at 9 a.m. –
whenever finished or
the group decides
to come back
another day we will
continue our Spring
Clean up that started
back on May 18th.

On Wednesday
August 3rd we
would love to have
many of you come
help us spruce up
our Church
Building to make it
more inviting for
our guests and
ourselves. Much more needs to be done to
give it a deep cleaning:

We will be focusing on cleaning the
bathrooms, kitchen, pews and de-cluttering
the Choir Room and 2 rooms upstairs.
THANK YOU!!!

2021 Maine Spirit of America
Foundation Award!
FEEL THE
SPIRIT!
Neighbors
Driving
Neighbors
is proud to
announce
that we have been presented with the Maine
2021 Spirit of America Foundation Award for
our “commitment to providing neighborly
transportation to seniors…especially during a
global pandemic.” For more than 30 years, the
award has recognized individuals,
organizations and projects for commendable
community service. We share this honor with
our many volunteers and donors who help to
make our mission possible. To learn more
about this foundation, visit spirame.org.

SUNDAY, JULY 24TH
BAPTISM SERVICE

Belgrade Bean Hole Supper at the
Center For All Seasons
August 6th – 5 to 7 p.m.

Anna (7), Benjamin (5) and Eleanor (3);
children of Rachael and Joe Gianfagna were
baptized during our July 24th 9:30 Worship
Service. Rachael (Christine’s Daughter) grew
up and was baptized in this church and wanted
their children to be baptized here too

What a wonderful Blessing.

Bean Hole Bean Supper to benefit and is
sponsored by the Belgrade Fire & Rescue
Association.
After a couple year hiatus, we are once again
planning a Bean Hole Bean supper.
Meal includes: Baked Beans cooked overnight
in the traditional way using a wood burning fire
pit, Hot dogs, coleslaw, rolls, brown bread,
homemade desserts and drinks. Admission
Adults- $12.00 Children 5-12 $7.00 under 5
years old eat free.
Meal will be served at the Belgrade Center for
all seasons located at 1 Center Drive, Belgrade
ME 04917. Thank you all for the support!
They are looking for desert donations, pies,
sheet cakes, cupcakes and/or brownies, etc.
Please drop of any deserts at the Lakes Fire
Station or The Community Center before
5:00pm day of the event. They are also
looking for volunteers to help serve.
Thank you for supporting Belgrade Fire Dept.

Union Church of Belgrade Lakes
United Methodist Church
67 Main Street
P.O. Box 133
Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918

Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love
in all that we say and do…
Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the
manner of Christ, where all are welcome and cared for…

