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Dear Members 
and Friends of 
Union Church,  

 
Grace and 

peace to you in 
the name of the 
One who makes 
all things new, as 
we have entered 
the long-awaited 
season of Spring, 

and as we move from the season of Lent into 
the season of Easter.  Indeed, as this 
newsletter “goes to press,” we are in Holy 
Week, and headed toward our Easter Sunday 
Resurrection Celebration on April 4th. 

Throughout Lent, we have been 
exploring God’s Covenants – the promises that 
God has made to God’s people throughout the 
ages, culminating in the promise that “God so 
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16, 
NRSV).  God gave God’s son to live among us 
in human flesh, teaching and preaching and 
healing.  And God fulfilled the promise of Christ 
in the Cross – his suffering and death for our 
sins, and three days later, his glorious 
resurrection.  Ah, the Cross of Christ – whose 
message “is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is  

 
 
the power of God” (1 Corinthians 1:18, NRSV).  
In the events of Holy Week and Easter 
Sunday, God showed love for us in the most 
powerful way we could possibly imagine. 

Throughout Lent, we have also been 
exploring our “Covenant Faith” – how we “hold 
up our end of the bargain,” so to speak.  And in 
celebration, I must lift up the ways that, here at 
Union Church of Belgrade Lakes, we live out 
our “Covenant Faith.”  Elsewhere in this 
newsletter, I encourage you to read words of 
thanks offered to us by our District 
Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Karen Munson:  
“Because your church participated 100% in 
2020 Mission Share giving, the vital work you 
do in ministry is undergirded and extended 
connectionally…And I am grateful for every 
leader, member, and participant in your local 
ministry.”  Rev. Karen Munson will be 
worshipping with us on Sunday, May 2, when 
she will share a message with us, and lead us 
in sharing Holy Communion.  I hope that you 
will, with me, offer her a warm Union Church 
welcome! 

We live out our “Covenant Faith” in the 
many ways we reach out to our neighbors in all 
places, as we strive to assist them in meeting 
their most immediate and urgent needs.  Later 
in this newsletter, please check out the long list 
of those who benefit from your generous 
support of our operating budget and special 
invitations to give!  The Missions and Outreach 
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Committee works tirelessly to identify and meet 
needs of so many kinds. 

A year ago, we had just entered the 
completely uncharted waters of COVID-19.  In 
those early weeks of the pandemic, I offered 
these thoughts:  “It is at times hard to believe 
that God is with us in the midst of all the 
craziness that has become life as we know it.  
But believe, we must.  And there are those who 
criticize us for believing in a God who would 
“allow” such suffering, and for believing in a 
Savior who would not “save” us from this 
suffering.  In the face of such criticism, I lift up 
this quote from Rachel Held Evans – “I am still 
Christian because the story of Jesus is the one 
story I am willing to be wrong about.”  In other 
words, life as a Christian believer is worth the 
risk of being wrong in the end.”  The waters are 
somewhat calmer one year later, and we can 
testify to the many ways that God has indeed 
been with us!  Thanks be to God. 
 May our prayer for the Easter season be 
this:  “God, let us be a people who believe in 
the power of the resurrected Christ to lead us 
and guide us in the ways in which we should 
live and love, and let us proclaim God’s 
goodness in our actions and, when necessary, 
in our words.  Thank you for guiding us on 
what has felt like a journey through the valley 
of the shadow of death, and continue to help 
us to fear no evil because we believe that you 
are with us.  Amen.”    
 

May you be well and be blessed as we move 

forward together in Christ’s Love and Service, 

Pastor Eleanor Collinsworth 
 

 

 

Worship 

Opportunities 

During Holy 

Week 

 

 

 

Holy Week provides opportunities to worship in 

purposeful and reflective ways.  Scripture, 

special music, and visual symbols will help us 

to once again experience the passion of Christ 

and the joy of his resurrection.  Our Holy Week 

worship services will be offered in-person and 

will be live-streamed.  What a great time to 

reconnect with your faith community, share in 

meaningful worship experiences, and invite 

neighbors, friends, and family members to 

share them with you!  

 

 

 

 

Friday, April 2 – Good 

Friday:  Resources will be 

made available for a Good 

Friday devotional  time.  

Stay tuned! 

 

 

 

April 4 – Easter Sunday!:  

Sunrise Service, 6:00 a.m. 

at the Gazebo on the 

Village Green 

Easter Sunday Celebration 

Service at 9:30 a.m., with 

Holy Communion – safely 

in-person and safely live-

streamed on Facebook 

and the church website 

 

 

No Longer Yourself 

Bible in a Year: 
Numbers 17–19 
Mark 6:30–56 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no 
longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Num%2017%E2%80%9319
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mark%206.30%E2%80%9356


live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

Galatians 2:20 

Today's Scripture & Insight: 
Galatians 2:14–21 

In the summer of 1859, Monsieur Charles 
Blondin became the first person to cross 
Niagara Falls on a tightrope—something he 
would go on to do hundreds of times. Once he 
did it with his manager Harry Colcord on his 
back. Blondin gave Colcord these instructions: 
“Look up, Harry . . . you are no longer Colcord, 
you are Blondin. . . . If I sway, sway with me. 
Do not attempt to do any balancing yourself. If 
you do, we will both go to our death.” 
 
Paul, in essence, said to the Galatian 
believers: You can’t walk the line of living a life 
that is pleasing to God apart from faith in 
Christ. But here’s the good news—you don’t 
have to! No amount of attempting to earn our 
way to God will ever cut it. So are we passive 
in our salvation? No! Our invitation is to cling to 
Christ. Clinging to Jesus means putting to 
death an old, independent way of living; it’s as 
if we ourselves have died. Yet, we go on living. 
But “the life [we] now live in the body, [we] live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved [us] and 
gave himself for [us]” (Galatians 2:20). 
 
Where are we trying to walk the tightrope 
today? God hasn’t called us to walk out on the 
rope to Him; He’s called us to cling to Him and 
walk this life with Him. 
By:  Glenn Packiam 

 
Reflect & Pray 

How can you stop trying to please God on 
your own? Where do you 

 need to cling to Jesus today, trusting His 
righteousness? 

 
Dear Jesus, thank You for doing for me what I 

could never do for myself. 
 I turn away from trying to please You on my 

own. 
 I’m so glad I don’t need to earn Your love. 

 
       

 

FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBOR 
LUNCHEON 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thursday,  
April 8, 2021  

from 11:30 to 1pm.  
 

While we are unable to share this 
time together; while you are eating 

your lunch, pray for those who 
usually join us for lunch on this day 

for fellowship 
 

 
 

 
 

Our 2021 Global Mission Initiative will 
continue to be donated to the Good 
Shepherd Food Bank (donations will 

be sent to them quarterly) 
 

 
Joys & Celebrations Total 

As of 3/28/2021: $513 
 

 
Our yearly goal is $2,500;  
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Meetings at a 
Glance: 

April 2021 
 

Worship Committee:  4/7 @ 7 p.m. -  via 

Zoom 

 

Missions & Outreach:  4/14 @ 11:15 via  

Zoom and in person 

 

Prayer Shawl: 4/12 and 4/26 @ 1 p.m. 

NOTE: Now meeting in person.  Knit one, Purl 

two -  Yay 

 

Finance:  4/27 @ 9 a .m. via Zoom and in 

person 

 
 

 

 
 
CHURCH COUNCIL 
 
SUNDAY, May 16th 

 
10:30 A.M. In 

Person right after 
our Worship       

                                        Service 
 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME AND 
ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND 

 

 

Our Mission 

Ministries 

 

Through the year in 

this Newsletter we 

highlight our mission 

projects and 

programs where we serve God through 

Christlike compassion, mercy and 

transformation; reaching out, lifting up, building 

up.  

 

We will list some of the ways during 2021  

contributions from Missions and Outreach 

through your support received in our weekly 

worship offerings, pledges and special giving. 

 

The Good Shepherd Food Bank 

We will continue to support this work that 

provides food to local food banks throughout 

Maine. “Feeding families living with food 

insecurity makes an impact that goes beyond a 

nutritious meal.” (At our February 23rd Church 

Council Meeting it was approved our Joys and 

Celebrations monies will be sent to this 

organization through 2021)  

 

The Belgrade Rome Food Pantry with special 

monthly “Wish List” donations; January through 

December we will be fillin’ our shopping cart.  -

Many thanks.  January we are accepting 

donations of Toothpaste, Toilet Paper and 

Shampoo.   

 

Kenneth Workman Youth Sports Program -

Ever notice the sign at the Belgrade Ball 

Park?  Our donation each year supports this 

local youth program and shares our active 

presence in the community in Christ’s service. 

$150 was donated on September 9th.   

 

Maine Justice Foundation, Augusta, 

Maine. We supported this work that serves the 

LGBT, gay community those of whom are 

among the poor and vulnerable among us, 

facing issues of employment and housing 

discrimination, domestic violence, 

homelessness. In this manner we extend our 

church Welcoming Statement into the 

community beyond our own worship doors. 

Our $500 donation was sent on February 17, 

2021.   

 



Messalonskee High School – In December 

we sent $500 to support the High School’s 

Food Pantry. Each year their empty Bowls 

project supports our local Food cupboards and 

the Food Cupboard at the High School we will 

continue to contribute and will share 

information of this year’s project in March as it 

becomes available . In June we look to provide 

leadership and participation in their 

Baccalaureate program for new graduates. 

 

Bread of Life Ministries.  Through the year, 

each month we provide a Tuesday evening 

meal for the residents of the temporary Shelter 

Program.  It’s been a blessing to meet folks 

there and see how this ministry gives them 

both shelter and a boost to what is next as they 

move forwards in life by God’s grace. We will 

again contribute to this program in 2021.  In 

Late December we sent a donation of $500.  

Our Christmas Eve Offering this year again 

was sent to the Bread of Life Homeless 

Shelter.  As of Sunday, December 27th we 

have received $805! Thank you!  

 

Waterville Homeless Shelter – In late 

December we shared with them a donation of 

$500 

 

Vernon Valley Lodge 99 A.F. & A.M. – We 

sponsored the Bikes for Reading Program for 

local school children by sharing with them 

$200. Jim Webster is a key member of this 

group  

 

Belgrade Historical Society – We shared 

$200 for their Townhouse restoration project in 

which they will be opening up to the public in 

the future.  Preserving Belgrade History for 

Future Generations 

 

Maine Adaptive Sports – We will again 

support this program in 2021 as an 

affirmation of their annual Ski-A-Thon that 

supports programs that empower adaptive 

athletes towards a healthy, active and 

rewarding life. A $100 donation was sent on 

February 17, 2021.   

 

Neighbors Driving Neighbors, this local 

ministry program serving to help folks who 

would be otherwise home bound was  

supported with our $500 gift on February 17, 

2021 and through the engagement of those 

offering to serve as drivers, and part of the 

programs leadership 

 

Winthrop, Maine: United Methodist Camp 

Mechuwana.  Due to Covid they were unable 

to hold camp weeks; however the Camp put 

together a Food Program to share meals with 

those in need.  Many folks/students stepped to 

help with this.  On September 9th we sent a 

$500 donation towards this much needed 

program.  The year-round camp and youth 

programs happening there transforms lives of 

children and youth. 

 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund – With generous 

donations we are able to assist families with 

urgent housing needs; and will continue 

helping through 2021.  Each specific in their 

own way are able to be a means of God’s 

Grace in troubling times.   

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry.  This group meets 

twice a month and distributes prayers shawls 

to both women and men who are dealing with 

health issues and or hospital stays. 

 

Belgrade Central School – The Mission and 

Outreach Committee at their August meeting 

found that the school could use donations of 

snacks and school supplies and will be working 

closely with the School Administrators as to 

their needs in 2021.   

 

Maine Home for Little Wanderers, 

Waterville, ME – On February 17, 2021 we 

sent $1,000 in memory of Joan & Dick Tripp.  



All three of their children were adopted from 

this wonderful organization.   

 

The Committee will continue to schedule  

monthly mission giving in 2021. We will update 

the above listing monthly as these occur.  

 

 

 

RETURNABLE BOX 

@BELGRADE 

TRANSFER 

STATION 

 

Our Returnable Box 

Has Yielded Much! 

 

 

The town has determined which boxes will 

remain at the Transfer Station – 

Rome/Belgrade Food Pantry, Belgrade Bible 

Church and Union Church of Belgrade Lakes 

during this year 2021.   

We continue to be grateful to Ernie for 

continuing to transport these to Damon’s in 

Waterville!   

All proceeds have gone towards needs in the 

community. In late December we donated 

$1000 to the Belgrade Rescue and Fire 

Department towards their being able to 

purchase thermal imaging equipment.  We also 

shared $500 with the Messalonskee High 

School Food Pantry.     

THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

 

Our Next Bread of Life Homeless 
Shelter Dinner will be April 20th 

 
Please email us at 
unionchurchmaine@gmail.com for  
those of you wanting to designate your 
participation in this ministry.  Signing up is 
important so that we are aware of what you will 
bring so that we can complete planning for 
whatever else needs to be prepared and 
donated.  Thank you! 
 
We would like to encourage as many 
volunteers as possible to help donate items for 
this dinner.  
 
At this time they are housing around 30 
residents.   
 
Thank you to Marcy, Julie, Tony, Gwen, 
Sharron, JoAnn and Kathy for sharing in this 
ministry on March 16th. 
 

We share a hot meal on the  
3rd Tuesday of each month. 

 

 
In addition to providing the Bread of Life 

Homeless Shelter with a hot meal every month; 

we have learned that they are in need of the 

following items.  If you are interested in 

donating, please drop off and we will deliver at 

our next meal delivery. 

Pillows 

                    

       Bath towels 
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       Face Cloths 

 

 

Twin size bed in bags 

 

Bedding is so important to us because the shelter 

clients take this with them when they move into 

their own apartments. 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

“Pathway to  Tomorrow” – Union Church 

Capital Campaign 

Last Summer I announced that the church was 

embarking on a year-long Capital Campaign to 

raise $45,000.  The funds are to be used to 

make several improvements to our church 

facility including the brick walkway, new 

signage and new lighting in front of the church; 

new decking on the ramps and stair landings 

and an enlarged and paved parking lot in the 

rear of the church. I am pleased to announce 

that to date we have received gifts and pledges 

totaling $38,650 

I want to extend a heartfelt THANK YOU to 

those who have already contributed and invite 

everyone else to make  

If you would like to contribute, please make out 

a check to Union Church and write “Capital 

Campaign” on the memo line.  Put it in the 

offering on Sunday morning or send it to the 

church office.                                              

Union Church of Belgrade Lakes, UMC, P. O. 

Box 133, Belgrade Lakes, ME 04918.   

 

Thank you, 

Lynn Matson 

Chair, Staff Parish Relations Committee  

 

The parking lot will be paved in June! 

 

Watch for more information to be shared  

in the near future. 
 

 

United Methodist Economic Ministry 

 

They have kicked off their own Stronger 
Together Capital Campaign Program 
The purpose of this campaign is to complete 
long-needed capital improvements that will 
allow us to continue to serve our communities 
for years to come.  With a successful 
campaign, UMEM will install a new roof over 
the Salem Thrift Shop, convert the Salem 
bunkhouse for four season living, and build 
designated storage/sorting buildings at our 
Salem and Howland locations. 
 
In late December we sent them a donation in 
the amount of $1,000 from the Missions & 
Outreach Budget Line Item.  
 

 

 

 



Finance Report 

 
Despite the challenges associated with COVID 
and its accompanying restrictions, members of 
Union Church have continued to be resilient 
and committed to the ongoing mission and 
ministries that our church embraces and 
supports.   Community needs are being 
addressed by the Mission & Outreach 
Committee despite COVID.  YOUR generosity 
and faithful giving are what makes it all 
possible…THANK YOU!  
 
As of the end of February, the finances of 
Union Church look good.  There is a healthy 
balance in the unrestricted checkbook, the 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund is strong as are 
the church’s escrow (i.e., restricted) accounts.  
Income through February 28, 2021 totaled 
$21,469 (87% of projections) with pledges 
being strong and loose offerings less than 
projected, but not entirely unexpected given 
the restrictions on in person attendance.  
Expenses totaled $25,790 (84% of 
projections).  Thus, the net operating income 
was a negative $4,321 through February. 
 
I am also happy to report that an external 
annual audit of Union Church’s finances for 
2020 has been completed.  Thanks to Kathy 
Gerard (Church Treasurer) and Cheryl Cook 
(Financial Secretary), the books are in good 
order.   
 
Each of us is encouraged to keep up our good 
work in support of Union Church as we 
progress through this year with some 
continued reservations and uncertainties.  
 
 
 
 

Wishing each of you an abundance of Easter 
blessings.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tony Mastromarino 
Chair, Finance Committee 

 

 

Note From Karen Munson, District 

Superintendent for Many Waters: 

 
I am so proud to serve with you and other 
Many Waters churches, stretching for service 
to Christ.  Because your church participated 
100% in 2020 Mission Share giving, the vital 
work you do in ministry is undergirded and 
extended connectionally.  You fund resources 
and opportunities for seeking and service 
Christ locally, regionally, and globally.  In my 
“virtual” visits to Many Waters churches (in 
worship, bible studies, and meetings) I see 
innovation taking place with support from our 
Congregational Development, NEAC 
communications, and other staff m embers.  
Now more than ever we need to work together 
to  learn and adapt for a  new era in the human 
community.   
 
Meanwhile, your New England Annual 
Conference staff and cabinet continue to work 
toward a lower mission share budget each 
year.  Many efficiencies benefit not only the 
budget but also the planet.  
 
Many Waters churches  like yours show that 
aligning our work in outreaching love serves 
Christ, not self.  I am grateful for Pastoral 
Leaders in our district that communicate this.  
And I am grateful for every leader, member 
and participant in your local ministry. 
 
 
 



Your Grateful Partner in Christ, 
Rev. Karen Munson DMIN, NEAC District  
Superintendent for Many Waters 

 

 
 
Reverend Neil 

Gastonguay will 

be our Guest 

Pastor on April 

25th.  We so 

appreciate his 

willingness to 

lead us in Worship on this Sunday.  Thank you 

from the bottom of our hearts! 

Blissfully retired after a 23 year career in 

ministry in the United Methodist Church, and 

another as a Registered Nurse, I live in Bath 

with my wife of 39 years.  Our elder son lives 

and works in Portland, the younger in North 

Carolina where he serves in the Marine Corps, 

and helps our daughter-in-law raise our two 

grandchildren.  My pastoral education was at 

Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, 

DC.  I have served six congregations in Maine, 

and have served on two DCOMs, BoM, 

Conference Trustees, and Mid Maine Buildings 

and Location. I am a member of the Wesley 

Covenant Association, and the Order of St. 

Luke.  I enjoy walking, crossword puzzles, 

vegetable gardening and reading to children.   

 
 
 

 

 

                             

                          

                        

MONTH OF 

APRIL 
 

 

                                                

 

 

LAUNDRY SOAP 

DISH SOAP 

  

FOR THE ROME/BELGRADE 

FOOD PANTRY 

                                                             

ANY AND ALL PERSONAL 

CARE ITEMS  

ARE ALWAYS NEEDED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Empty 

Bowls 

Fundraiser 

 

 

 

 

 

In case you are wondering… 

 

Empty Bowls has been a fundraiser at 

Messalonskee High School for the past several 

years.  Supporting their Food Pantry as well as 

the Oakland and Belgrade/Food Pantries 

Sadly, they will not be able to hold this event 

this year due to the Covid Pandemic.   

However, if you would like to send a donation, 
you can mail it to Messalonskee High School, 
131 Messalonskee High Drive, Oakland, ME 
04963 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Responding to Severe Weather 

 

 

They continue to accept donations 

March’s winter storm--unofficially named 

Winter Storm Uri—led to winter weather alerts 

for 170 million people. The state of Texas has 

been hit particularly hard, resulting in power 

blackouts, loss of heat and broken pipes. As 

the snow and ice melts, flooding will be a 

significant problem. 

UMC and other churches are serving as 

warming shelters and food banks. 

Meanwhile, the same storm system spawned 

tornados in the Carolinas, destroying homes. 

UMCOR, working with Conference Disaster 

Relief Coordinators, is providing immediate 

funding to assist annual conferences and will 

provide long-term support once the damage is 

fully assessed. Your help is needed, today. 

Please make a gift, today, to UMCOR U.S. 

Disaster Response 

 

 



Union Church of Belgrade Lakes 

United Methodist Church 

67 Main Street 

P.O. Box 133  

Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love 

 in all that we say and do…  

 

Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the 

manner of Christ, where all are welcome and cared for… 


