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Dear Members 
and Friends,  

 
Grace and 

peace to you in 
the name of the 
One who makes 
all things new, 
even 
(especially??) in 
this time of great 
uncertainty and 

fear surrounding the pandemic of COVID-19.  
Let us recover reason to hope as we move into 
the season of Spring, as we move through the 
events we remember in Holy Week, and as we 
move into the most hopeful season of Easter. 

 
Our Holy Week observances and Easter 

Sunday celebrations will surely be different this 
year, and things are changing so rapidly that 
we can’t yet say how!  We have the ability to 
live-stream worship services on both our 
website (unionchurchmaine.org) and on our 
Facebook page (Union Church of Belgrade 
Lakes a United Methodist Church), so we will, 
at a minimum, be worshiping together in that 
way each Sunday at 9:30 a.m.  Also, we’re 
pretty sure that there will be an Easter Sunrise 
Service at 6 a.m. at the Village Gazebo, across 
from the church.  If the weather is cooperative, 
we may be able to hold an Easter Celebration 
Service later in the morning or even in the 
afternoon, as well.  Please watch for email 

messages and Facebook posts as Easter 
Sunday gets closer. 

 
A few days ago, I read an article about 

Rachel Held Evans.  The author of the article 
described Rachel as a modern “public 
theologian” – one of the great ones of our time.  
She was a progressive Christian columnist, 
author, and blogger who challenged traditional 
evangelical Christian views.  Tragically, Rachel 
died of the flu last May 4, at age 37.  As we 
travel through this season of Lent that has 
been like no other, I was moved by this quote 
attributed to her – “When God became human, 
when he wrapped himself in our blood and skin 
and bones, his first order of business was to 
touch the ones we would not touch.”  In these 
days when we are minimizing what, when, and 
how we touch, let us substitute the word 
“reach,” or “serve,” or “love.”  The power in the 
meaning of the thought is not lost. 

 
It is at times hard to believe that God is 

with us in the midst of all the craziness that has 
become life as we know it.  But believe, we 
must.  And there are those who criticize us for 
believing in a God who would “allow” such 
suffering, and for believing in a Savior who 
would not “save” us from this suffering.  In the 
face of such criticism, I lift up this quote from 
Rachel – “I am still Christian because the story 
of Jesus is the one story I am willing to be 
wrong about.”  In other words, life as a 
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Christian believer is worth the risk of being 
wrong in the end.  
 
Believing that God is our loving Creator, that 
Jesus is our merciful Savior and Redeemer, 
that the Holy Spirit is our sustainer in all of life 
– these are essential to our Christian faith.  Our 
belief is shaken to the core in a time such as 
this.  And acting like these things are true has 
always been more difficult than believing.  
“Acting like it” requires faithful discipline in our 
thoughts, words, and our actions.  As we move 
beyond Easter Sunday and the hope-filled 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection, and into the 
season of Easter, we will be focusing on 
“acting like it” as we are guided by the stories 
of Jesus’ followers that we find in the book of 
Acts – the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
May our prayer for the Easter season be this:  
God, let us be a people who believe in the 
power of the resurrected Christ to lead us and 
guide us in the ways in which we should live 
and love, especially in the midst of a time when 
everything is changing daily.  And then, give us 
the strength to act like we believe!  Guide us 
on what feels like a journey through the valley 
of the shadow of death, and help us to fear no 
evil because we believe that you are with us.  
Amen.    
  
May you be well and be blessed as we are 
together in Christ’s Love and Service, 
               

Pastor Eleanor Collinsworth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy 
Week 

 

 
Palm 
Sunday 
 

 
Join in at home waving your palms 
(palms of your hands, praising 
God) and raise your voices saying 
Hosanna in the Highest, Hosanna 
in the Highest, Hosanna in the 
Highest! 

 
 

“THE LORD 

NEEDS THIS” 
(LUKE 19:34) 

 
Holy Thursday  
(Stay tuned for 
online viewing 
options)  
 
An evening of Upper Room Scripture 
and Garden Prayer.  Maundy Thursday 
is the Christian holy day falling on the 
Thursday before Easter. It 
commemorates the Washing of the Feet 
and Last Supper of Jesus Christ with the 
Apostles. 

 
 



 
 

April 12th, Easter 
Sunday 

 

NOTE: Due to the mandate to Social 

Distance ourselves; we are unable to hold 

our scheduled Sun Rise Service at the 

Village Green Gazebo.  So very sorry; we 

will surely miss all you who were  

planning on attending. 

 

 

 

Lenten Bible 

Study 

 

Postponed Until 
Summer 

 
We will inform you of 
the start up date 
when determined. 

The third volume in 
Adam Hamilton’s 
Bible study trilogy on 
the life of Jesus. 

Travel with Adam Hamilton as he retraces the 
life and ministry of Jesus Christ. Fascinating 
video from his personal travels to the Holy 
Land give you a “first-person” experience while 
his biblical wisdom and historical knowledge 
provide thoughtful and insightful commentary. 
Especially fitting as part of a 40-day 
churchwide emphasis during Lent and Easter. 
The Paperback includes devotions for each 
chapter and photos from Adam's trip to the 
Holy Lands. 

Pastor Eleanor will also share pictures of her 

trip to The Holy Land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exploring Church Membership 

 

If you have been attending Union Church for a 

while now, and if you like what you have 

experienced as part of this worshipping and 

serving community of Christian faith, then you 

are invited to join Pastor Eleanor in a couple of 

informal gatherings to explore becoming a 

member of Union Church.  The first Class was 

held on Sunday, March 8th after our morning 

Worship Service.  It was a time of informal 

information-sharing and conversation.  There 

will be at least one more Class if not two; dates 

for those will be announced soon.  If you would 

like to be part of these gatherings, or if you 

know someone who might be interested, 

please contact Pastor Eleanor, or one of our 

Lay Leaders (Kathy Gerard and Carol 

Johnson).  This is an exciting time of new 

growth at Union Church, and we welcome 

those interested in having a part in it! 

 

The next Class will be determined once we 

don’t have to “Social Distance” ourselves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

REFLECTING 

JESUS 
By Daniel Ryan Day 

Discover the Word 

radio and Our Daily 

Bread writer      

 

“It’s all good.” 

Said my new 

boss, “just do this, and you’ll be fine.”  I was 

starting a new job in a new line of work.  A 

month earlier, I’d lost a job I thought I would be 

in for a long time. I had a wife and three kids, 

and the sudden lack of income was stressful.  I 

began desperately searching for something 

else.  A friend of mine told me about a job as a 

producer for a radio program.  Although I had 

no radio experience, I applied.  I needed an 

income. By God’s grace, I got the job, but then 

it occurred to me, “I don’t know what a 

producer does.”  

Starting anything new can be difficult. 

Attending a new church, beginning a new 

school, moving into a new phase of life, or 

starting a new job comes with so many written 

and unwritten expectations.  It can be stressful 

and overwhelming to learn what it means to be 

a part of a new church, school, life-phase, or 

job.  This is how I felt as a radio producer.  I 

spent part of the first week in orientation.  The 

handbook was large – filled with policies.  The 

list of unwritten rules, however, was larger.  I 

discovered most of these “cultural regulations” 

by accidentally breaking them.  For example, 

you couldn’t  approach my boss’ boss without 

being invited into his office.  And staff parties 

had seat assignments, even though there were 

no name cards.  I can summarize how I 

learned these rules with one word, “Oops!” 

I spent the second half of the first week in 

training – learning a job with a new set of 

expectations and skills.  I was overwhelmed by 

all of the new information, and I learned most 

of what to do by no doing it right the first time.  

I had a gracious boss, however, and over and 

over again he would say, “it’s all good.  Just do 

this and you’ll be fine.” 

The Jewish people of Jesus’ day were born 

into a culture with many written and unwritten 

rules.  They had the Hebrew Bible (what they 

called “the written laws”) and the oral tradition, 

the unwritten expectations of how to obey the 

written laws.  Teachers of Jesus day, called 

rabbis, taught their students, called disciples, 

to emphasize certain written and unwritten 

rules.  The list of a rabbi’s written and unwritten 

rules was called a yoke.  A yoke is a wooden 

bar that connects two oxen so they can pull a 

heavy load.  Like a wooden yoke, the students 

of a rabbi would commit to taking on the load of 

following a rabbi: to learn and live out the 

written and unwritten expectations of their 

teacher.  It was often a heavy load to carry 

Just as I was burdened by the expectations of 

my new job, the Jewish people of Jesus’ day 

were burdened by the many written and 

unwritten expectations of what they thought it 

meant to follow God.  It was often a heavy 

yoke – an extra-large burden.  The unwritten 

rules included tithing 10 percent of one’s 

spices, fasting an extra day or two before a 

festival, how far one could walk on the 

Sabbath, and strict bath rituals. These written 

and unwritten rules were presented as “what it 

means to follow God.” 

Now think of Jesus’ words in Matthew in light of 

the heavy yokes of other teachers.  “Come to 

me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 

will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and 

learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For 

my yoke is easy and my burden is light” 

(Matthew 11:28-30).   



Jesus was not like the other rabbis.  Instead of 

looking for the smartest followers – those who 

have it all together – He looked for the weak, 

weary, and burdened.  Instead of asking His 

disciples to put on a heavy “yoke” of 

obedience, Jesus offered rest.  Instead of a 

complicated yoke that’s hard to remember and 

harder to follow, Jesus’ invitations were easy 

and light.   

In fact, Jesus took a complicated system and 

simplified it: “Love the Lord Your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind.”  This is the first and greatest 

commandment.  And the second is like it: 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.”  All the law 

and the Prophets hand on these two 

commandments” (22:37-40). 

In a world of complicated written and unwritten 

rules, Jesus simplified it down to love: love for 

God and love for others.  Jesus was kind of like 

my boss when I stared the radio job, “It’s all 

good.  I know there’s a lot to remember, but 

just remember this, and you’ll be fine.”  Jesus 

asked his followers to remember God’s love for 

them and to love Him in return.  Jesus asked 

His followers to let the love of God overflow 

into love for one another.  Instead of tithing 10 

percent of their cardamom, Jesus taught them 

to be generous to anyone who asks.  Instead 

of worrying about how far to walk on the 

Sabbath, Jesus taught them to look for ways to 

do good on the Sabbath.  Instead of following 

very strict bath rituals, Jesus taught them to 

ask God for a clean heart. 

Jesus took the heavy burden of what was 

understood to be “following God” and made it 

into an easy burden of walking with God in 

love.  Jesus took the complicated yoke of 

written and unwritten rules and offered His 

followers the opportunity to service others.   

Unfortunately, much of Christianity has 

reverted back to where things were before 

Jesus.  Churches, organizations, ministries, 

and even small groups have complicated lists 

of written and unwritten rules of what a person 

has to believe and do to be accepted by God.  

We have “rabbis”: teachers with followers who 

think their leader has the right answers and 

everyone else is wrong.  These followers fight 

and argue over insignificant details, and often 

splinter into smaller groups.  Sometimes, one 

of these leaders will decide they don’t believe 

in Jesus anymore and the followers feel lost – 

wondering if all they believed was a lie.  

Sometimes one of these leaders makes a 

really big mistake in public and causes their 

followers to question everything the leader 

taught.  Instead of following Jesus and obeying 

His simple command to love God and love 

others, so many Christians are enslave to the 

written and unwritten rules of what is presented 

as “following God.” 

Just as Jesus wanted the Jewish people of His 

day to be free from the written and unwritten 

burden of what was presented to them as 

“following God,” I think Jesus wants you and 

me to be free too – to realize it’s not as 

complicated as we make it out to be.  

Reflecting Jesus means responding to His love 

with love for Him and others. Reflecting Jesus 

means reading and interpreting the Scriptures 

– not as a rule book, but through the lens of 

God’s love made available to us through 

Jesus.  Reflecting Jesus means sharing this 

freedom and hope with others so they can be 

released from their heavy burdens and find a 

yoke that’s easy and a burden that’s light.  

Light – the last word from the precious 

paragraph – has two meanings, doesn’t’ it?  It 

means light as in “easy to carry,” which 

describes Jesus’ yoke of teach.  Light is also, 

however, “that which shines,” and you can’t 

see a reflection without light.  You and I can’t 

reflect Jesus without His light – the truth of 

God’s love for us.  We have to first be filled 

with the light – the truth of Christ – to help 



others experience the light burden of Christ.  

Only the Spirit can fill us with the light of truth.   

May you and I hear Jesus’ voice as He calls 

out to us and says something similar to what 

my boss said to me many years ago – “It’s all 

good.” Jesus says it this way: “Come to me, all 

you who are weary and burdened, and I will 

give your rest” (11:28) 

Instead of a complicated list of written and 

unwritten rules, Jesus says, “Just remember 

this – love God and love others – and you’ll be 

alright.” 

 

 
 

FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBOR 
LUNCHEON 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Thursday,  
April 9, 2020  

from 11:30 to 1pm.  
 

While you are eating your lunch, 
pray for those who usually join 

us for lunch on this day for 
fellowship 

 
We will have 
a trivia quiz 
for you 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Their regular meetings are on Saturdays  
from 9AM to 10:30AM 

 in Friendship Hall. 
 

2020 MEETINGS 
 

May 16th– Fellowship  
 

(Their 2020 Program Calendar 
is on the Welcome Table in Friendship Hall 

and in the Vestibule) 
 

 

 

Matthew 25 

Ministries 

Empty Pill 

Bottle 

Recycling 

 

The United Methodist Women’s Group will 

be collecting empty, label free pill bottles.   

 

There will be a box specific for this project 

placed in Friendship Hall in the near future 

In developing countries, medicines—when actually 
obtainable—are often dispensed into hands, 
pockets, leaves or any other available container. 
 Matthew 25 Ministries accepts donations of basic 
medical supplies such as empty pill bottles to help 
improve health care quality in developing nations. 
Donations of clean, unlabeled pill bottles help the 
poorest of the poor in many ways: Medicine can be 
distributed in sterile containers. Pill bottles that are 
not appropriate for shipping are recycled for cash 
that goes towards Matthew 25:Ministries’ programs. 

This plastic recycling program keeps thousands of 
bottles out of landfills each year. Placing a nickel, 
dime or quarter in each pill bottle helps with 



shipping costs to send the bottles to developing 
countries. 

Matthew 25: Ministries accepts the following types 
of empty pill bottles: 
Prescription pill bottles 
Large and small pill bottles 
Pill bottles with and without child resistant caps 
Over-the-counter pill bottles. 

You can help improve the quality of health care in 
hospitals and health clinics in developing countries 
by saving and donating basic medical supplies 
such as pill bottles. 

Acceptable collection items include: 

▪ Prescription and over-the-counter pill 

bottles 

▪ Large and small pill bottles 

▪ Pill Bottles with and without secure caps 

(child-resistant): Caps are a must! 

Pill bottles that are not appropriate to include with 

shipments of medical supplies are recycled and 

may generate revenue that supports Matthew 25: 

Ministries’ programs. If you wish to prepare bottles 

for shipment rather than recycling, please adhere to 

the following guidelines: 

▪ Bottles included in shipments of medical 

supplies must have an all plastic lid. 

▪ Sort bottles by color and type. 

▪ Remove labels, leaving no glue or 

residue. 

▪ Wash bottles in very hot water and dish 

soap. 

▪ Rinse and dry thoroughly. 

▪ Replace lids on clean, dried bottles. 

▪ Place clean, recapped bottles in large 

ziplock bags marked “Clean Bottles.” 

These will be blended with medical 

supplies. 

THANK YOU!!! 

 The United 

Methodist Women’s 

Group is also 

collecting glasses 

you are no long able 

to use; either 

readers or prescription.  We have a basket 

for them to be placed in on the stairs in the 

Sanctuary.  They will be delivered to the 

local Lion’s Club.   

Thank You! 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Our 2020 Global Mission Initiative will 

be donated to the Good Shepherd 
Food Bank (donations will be sent to 

them quarterly) 
 
Joys & Celebrations Total 

As of 4/5/2020: $500 
 

 
Our yearly goal is 

$2,500; Our first quarter 
goal is $625; Weekly 

Goal $50 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Meetings at a 
Glance:  

April 2020 
  

 
 

 

Missions & Outreach:  4/8 @ 11:15 a.m. 

online with Zoom 

 

Prayer Shawl: 4/13  and 4/27 @ 1 p.m. 

At your own homes; keeping everyone in 

prayer while you knit 

 

Finance Committee: April 28th @ 9 a.m. – 

online with Zoom 

 

 

 
 
CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 
26TH 

May need to be 
rescheduled  

 
10:45 RIGHT AFTER OUR WORSHIP                     

                                       SERVICE 
 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME AND 
ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND.   

 

 

 

Our Mission 

Ministries 

 

Through the year in 

this Newsletter we 

highlight our mission 

projects and programs where we serve God 

through Christlike compassion, mercy and 

transformation; reaching out, lifting up, building 

up. We will list some of the ways during 

2020  contributions from Missions and 

Outreach through your support received in our 

weekly worship offerings, pledges and special 

giving. 

The Good Shepherd Food Bank 

We will support this work that provides food to 

local food banks throughout Maine. “Feeding 

families living with food insecurity makes an 

impact that goes beyond a nutritious meal.” (At 

our February 23rd Church Council Meeting it 

was approved our Joys and Celebrations 

monies will be sent to this organization)  

 

The Belgrade Rome Food Pantry with special 

monthly “Wish List” donations; January through 

December we will be fillin’ our shopping cart.  -

Many thanks. “March Madness”: Chili, Hash 

and Stew 

 

Kenneth Workman Youth Sports Program -

Ever notice the sign at the Belgrade Ball 

Park?  Our donation each year supports this 

local youth program and shares our active 

presence in the community in Christ’s service. 

 

Maine Justice Foundation, Augusta, 

Maine. We supported this work that serves the 

LGBT, gay community those of whom are 

among the poor and vulnerable among us, 

facing issues of employment and housing 

discrimination, domestic violence, 

homelessness. In this manner we extend our 

church Welcoming Statement into the 

community beyond our own worship doors. 

Our $500 donation was sent on March 3rd.   

 

Messalonskee High School – In December 

we sent $500 to support the High School’s 

Food Pantry. Each year their empty Bowls 

project supports our local Food cupboards and 

the Food Cupboard at the High School we will 

continue to contribute and will share 

information of this year’s project in March as it 

becomes available . In June we look to provide 

leadership and participation in their 

Baccalaureate program for new graduates. 



 

We have Pints of Maple Syrup still available 

- again this year for your Summer enjoyment 

and purchasing.  With Fair Trade pricing 100% 

of the purchase price goes to assist their 

ministry programs that transform lives in here 

in Maine; $600.  

 

Bread of Life Ministries.  Through the year, 

each month we provide a Tuesday evening 

meal for the residents of the temporary Shelter 

Program.  It’s been a blessing to meet folks 

there and see how this ministry gives them 

both shelter and a boost to what is next as they 

move forwards in life by God’s grace. We will 

again contribute to this program in 2020.  Our 

Christmas Eve Offering of $487 was mailed 

to them December 30th 
 

Maine Adaptive Sports – We again support 

this program in 2020 as an affirmation of their 

annual Ski-A-Thon that supports programs that 

empower adaptive athletes towards a healthy, 

active and rewarding life. A $100 donation was 

sent in February.   

 

Neighbors Driving Neighbors, this local 

ministry program serving to help folks who 

would be otherwise home bound was  

supported with our $500 gift in February 2020 

and through the engagement of those offering 

to serve as drivers, and part of the programs 

leadership 

 

Winthrop, Maine: United Methodist Camp 

Mechuwana.  Scholarship support of campers 

will be forwarded in May of 2020.  The year-

round camp and youth programs happening 

there transforms lives of children and youth. 

 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund – With generous 

donations we are able to assist families with 

urgent housing needs; and will continue 

helping through 2020  Each specific in their 

own way where we were able to be a means of 

God’s Grace in troubling times.   

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry.  This group meets 

twice a month and distributes prayers shawls 

to both women and men who are dealing with 

health issues and or hospital stays. 
 

Belgrade Central School – The Mission and 

Outreach Committee at their August meeting 

found that the school could use donations of 

snacks and school supplies and will be working 

closely with the School Administrators as to 

their needs in 2020 

  

The Committee will develop a schedule of 

monthly mission giving in 2020. We will update 

the above listing monthly as these occur.  

 

Our next meeting is scheduled for  

April 8th @11:15 a.m. 

 

 

Our Next Bread of Life Homeless 
Shelter Dinner is scheduled for 

 April 21st 
 

 
There is a sign-up sheet in 
Fellowship Hall for  
those wanting to designate their 
participation in this ministry.  
Signing up is important so that we are aware of 
what you will bring so that we can complete 
planning for whatever else needs to be 
prepared and donated.  Thank you! 
 
We would like to encourage as many 
volunteers as possible to help donate items for 
this dinner.  
 



 They now house as many as 50 folks.  This 
means we need to step up our game and 
provide them with more items to share for a hot 
meal on this date and every 3rd Tuesday of 
each month.  
Thank you to Rhonda Adlam, Marcy Decerb, 
Chery Cook, Tony Mastromarino and Kathy for 
the wonderful dinner delivered on February 
18th.  We received a lovely thank you from the 
Attendant on duty that night; see below:   
 

 
 
In addition to providing the Bread of Life Homeless 

Shelter with a hot meal every month; we have 

learned that they are in need of the following items.  

If you are interested in donating, please drop off 

and we will deliver at our next meal 

delivery. 

                            Pillows 

                         

Bath towels 

                                               

        Face 

Cloths 

Twin size bed in bags 

Bedding is so important to us because the shelter 

clients take this with them when they move into 

their own apartments. 

Thank you! 

 

 
Maple Syrup  
 

$12 per pint 
We only have pints 

left 
 
 
We support the 
ministry at the United 
Methodist  

 

Economic Ministry in Salem Township, as we 
extend the grace of God outward regionally. 
100%, all of the funds raised from sales go 
directly to the Economic Ministries that help 
folks, that equip them for work readiness and 
life; Home Repairs, Thrift Shop, Food 
Cupboard, Christmas Gifts, Winter Clothing 
(New Coats and Boots), Backpacks (school 
supplies, essential clothing) Program, Life 
Skills, work.   
 

Pick Some up for Gifts of any occasion! 
 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" 
-Ezekiel 37:3 

Thoughts from Karen 
The 7 am Clergy/CLM/Lay Supply gathering 
has been giving me daily gifts of scriptural 
insight and prayer partners. Today we read 
Ezekiel’s dry bones passage aloud. It raises 
the issue of mortality that is much on people’s 
minds now.  It also declares God’s intention to 
bring dry bones to life.  Aren’t we in a time 
when dry bones of our churches are starting to 
jump and dance in new ways? Death and life. 
Dem bones put on flesh and, by God’s word 
enacted by God’s servant, breathe again.  I will 
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and 
I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will 
act," says the LORD. (Ezekiel 37: 14) 



  
Pastors, as our communities’ practical 
theologians, we have recently been busy 
brings words of hope, courage, and 
connection. As the days go on and urgent 
questions emerge, we are called upon to hear 
the yearning for God and to listen for God’s 
word for the people.  The ways that we speak 
of mortality, redemption, healing, life and so 
many other deep soul concerns will shape our 
communities’ understanding and action. May 
God bless you to bring such a blessing. 
  
Laity, now is your time to dance!  It is awesome 
to hear of the caring circles being created, of 
your food pantry and community meal 
adaptations, of so many ways that you are 
rising to the challenge at hand. You are the 
body of Christ in motion. 

In God’s Grace, Karen 

 

 

 As we cope with 

life-changing 

challenges, 

including “virtual” 

church services, 

we are reminded 

that God walks with us!  Fortuitously, when the 

Finance Committee was developing its budget 

for 2020, Don Petersen, on behalf of the 

Worship Committee, requested an increase in 

the Worship line item budget.  The new funds 

requested were intended to implement live 

streaming of our worship services and took 

effect in January of this year!  We may not 

have known it at the time, but it turns out that 

that was an inspired action only realized in 

retrospect! Let us proceed during this crisis 

with that same faith and hope in a new reality. 

 
The COVID-19 outbreak has caused turmoil 
and uncertainty in our individual lives and in 
the world around us, including economic 

uncertainty.   Many businesses have closed, 
some temporarily and others permanently, and 
people have lost their livelihoods.  To get 
through this crisis we must hold each other in 
prayer and support one another.  As a Church 
family, we are also impacted.  Now more than 
ever, we need to be mindful of the Church’s 
needs, of our commitment to the many 
ministries of the Church, and of our financial 
responsibility to support those ministries and 
meet those needs. 
 
I’d like to invite us all to pray together and to 
respond out of our abundance and our 
gratitude to the opportunity this crisis presents.  
The life of the Church---its ministries---continue 
to the extent possible even during this rough 
patch.  We are encouraged to continue to 
sustain and support the life and ministries of 
Union Church through regular and generous 
giving.   
 
Although the church pews on Sunday mornings 
may be vacant, we urge everyone to continue 
to send in your offerings to the church or to 
drop them by during office hours so that the 
Church is able to meet its financial obligations 
despite our absence from the pews. Through 
nearly the first quarter of 2020, the following 
chart compares our monthly receipt of 
contributions and the expenses incurred: 
 
                           Total Income                  
Total Expenses 
January              $14,853                            
$12,661 
February              12,564                              
12,735 
March                    6,150                               
12,761        
Totals                 $33,567                            
$38,157 
As noted in the chart, contributions received in 
March (through 03/26/20) are less than half of 
what was received in February, while expenses 
for each of the three months are essentially the 
same.  While the unrestricted balance in the 
checkbook is $6,554, it is important to note that 
we cannot afford to fall behind in our offerings.  
The reason is obvious, but as indicated above 
even a “virtual” church continues to face 
“reality” in its daily operations and expenses. 



 
Union Church has been through tough periods 
in the past and has always emerged stronger 
and healthier in the end and we anticipate the 
same results when we finally emerge from this 
pandemic.  
 
Peace!  Take care, stay safe and stay well.  Be 
in touch with the Church should you need 
anything! 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tony 
      

 

“Pathway to  Tomorrow” – Union Church 

Capital Campaign 

Last Summer I announced that the church was 

embarking on a year-long Capital Campaign to 

raise $45,000.  The funds are to be used to 

make several improvements to our church 

facility including the brick walkway, new 

signage and new lighting in front of the church; 

new decking on the ramps and stair landings 

and an enlarged and paved parking lot in the 

rear of the church. I am pleased to announce 

that to date we have received gifts and pledges 

totaling $37,650 

That means we need to raise $7,350   to reach 

our goal.  I want to extend a heartfelt THANK 

YOU to those who have already contributed 

and invite everyone else to make  

If you would like to contribute, please make out 

a check to Union Church and write “Capital 

Campaign” on the memo line.  Put it in the 

offering on Sunday morning or send it to the 

church office.  Union Church of Belgrade 

Lakes, UMC, P. O. Box 133, Belgrade Lakes, 

ME 04918.   

 

Thank you, 

Lynn Matson, 

Chair, Staff Parish Relations Committee  

 

 
 

Empty Bowls 

Fundraiser 

 

Empty Bowls has 

been a fundraiser at 

Messalonskee High 

School for the past several years.  The 

purpose of this project is to raise money for 

local food pantries.  It’s also about raising 

awareness about some of our community 

members who are struggling to provide food for 

their families. 

This event was held on March 6th; was very 

well attended.  From both the dinner and the 

Silent Auction they were able to send each of 

the 3 Local Food Pantries $1000 each!  What a 

wonderful Blessing!   Sue Perrino and Sherrie 

Damon are most grateful for the participation 

and the outpouring of generosity. 

With Missions & Outreach matching donations 

that came in; we were able to send them $256! 

THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RETURNABLE 

BOX @ 

BELGRADE 

TRANSFER 

STATION 

 

Wow and Wow!  

Such a 

beautiful 

returnable box!  

Thank you 

Mark for 

constructing this for us and thank you 

Lynn for the beautiful sign you painted 

for it!   

I am thinking everyone will want to put all 

their returnables in this box because it is 

such a beauty!   

If you need a place to take your 

returnables and want to support the 

Missions & Outreach Committee; please 

take them to the Belgrade Transfer 

Station.   

All proceeds will go towards needs in the 

community, such as the Belgrade/Rome 

food pantry, Belgrade Central School, 

etc.   

THANK YOU! 

 

 

Union Coffeehouse 

Announces  

Prospective 2020 

Headliners 

 

 

 

The Union Coffeehouse  

at the Union Church of Belgrade Lakes has an 

exciting schedule for the summer of 2020 if the 

coronavirus allows us to present our concerts.  

We have a terrific lineup of featured musicians 

to keep you entertained during what we hope 

will be the 14th year of the Coffeehouse.  One 

brand-new act and three long-time favorites will 

provide wonderful music while you are enjoying 

the warm weather here in Belgrade Lakes. 

 

Saturday, May 9 – Our 

summer season will 

kick off with Bill 

Berlinghoff, central 

Maine’s consummate 

folk singer and a 

favorite at the Union 

Coffeehouse since 

2006.  His guitar and 

banjo playing are a fine 

complement to the 



traditional folk songs that he sings so well.  

Combine that music with the entertaining 

stories he tells and you have all the ingredients 

for a wonderful evening! 

 

Saturday, June 13 - - The Union 

Coffeehouse is happy to welcome back The 

Racket Factory bringing their lively, feel-good 

music to 

Belgrade 

Lakes.  The 

Racket 

Factory is 

five 

musicians 

who blend 

their 

instruments 

and their voices to create a fun evening of folk 

songs, country tunes, and old-timey 

instrumentals.  Stop in and let The Racket 

Factory put a smile on your face and a spring 

in your step!   

 

Saturday, 
July 11 – 
For our 
mid-
summer 
concert, 

the Union Coffeehouse welcomes Gilead 
Road, an acoustic duo from New London, CT.  
Lizzy Hess and Glenn Stevens sing original 
songs sprinkled with favorite gems of 
contemporary and traditional songwriting. Their 
songs tell stories of personal history, 
reflections on life, and a search for humor in 
today’s wild world.  You can hear echoes of 
John Prine, Nancy Griffith, Kate Wolfe, and 
David Crosby in their music.  Lizzy sings and 
Glenn brings his guitar, voice, and songwriting. 
Together they spark a chemistry that is more 

than the sum of its parts.  You won’t want to 
miss their 
engaging 
and heartfelt 
music. 

 

Saturday, 
August 8 – 
For the final 
concert of 
our 2020 
summer season, Union Coffeehouse will 
feature the delightful music of Simons and 
Goodwin.  The tight-knit harmonies of Renee 
Goodwin and Bob Simons have made them a 
perennial favorite here at the Coffeehouse.  
Central Maine’s favorite folk-singing duo 
performs both original and traditional folk and 
popular songs complemented by Bob’s 
intricate guitar accompaniment.  There is a 
warmth that comes through their songs and it 
makes you feel like you're listening to old 
friends.   

 
Please show your support for this wonderful 
Union Church community outreach program by 
coming to the Union Coffeehouse concerts and 
bringing your friends.  The concerts always 
start at 7 PM in Friendship Hall and the 
featured performers start the show.  As always, 
there will be wonderful baked goods, and fresh 
coffee, tea, and lemonade for you to enjoy 
while you listen to the music.   And don’t forget 
the serendipitous group of performers who 
show up for the Open Mic time following the 
featured performers.   Any changes to the 
Coffeehouse schedule will be communicated to 
you as soon as we know it.  We hope to see 
you there! 
 

Don Petersen 
 

 

 



United Methodist Economic Ministry 

 

Is in need of items to stock their food 

pantry. Any and all non-perishable items 

are appreciated 

 

We have identified two drop off sites for non-

perishable food and paper products: 

 

Union Church of Belgrade Lakes, UMC, 

Contact the church office to arrange a time 

 207-495-2677 or 

unionchurchmaine@gmail.com 

 

Bath UMC, Contact the church office to 

arrange a time 207-443-4707 or 

bathumc@me.com 
 

 

Kevin (Minion)  

the Snowman! 

 

Don and Linda 

made this snowman 

on Tuesday, March 

24th facing JoAnn’s 

house (waving to 

her). 

 

Lots of Fun during 

this time of concern  
 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Garden 

It is waking up as the 

Snow Drops 

 have popped out and 

are so beautiful!   

 

 

 

 

 

Operations 

Giving Tree 

This giving tree is 

located in 

Friendship Hall 

on top of the 

Hope Chest.  It 

has been there 

for some time now.  However; this seems to 

have become a not so known opportunity for 

us to give in another way.  Ever wonder how 

you might help keep our church operating like 

a well- oiled machine?… We place envelopes 

that list areas of our 

everyday operating 

expenses with a 

suggested amount 

(you may donate any 

amount you wish), 

such as Office 

Supplies, Electricity, 

Fuel Oil, etc.  As we 

all know these 

expenses seem to 

increase each and 

every day.  Your 

donations are a gift to help with our budget in a 

way that pledges may not.   

Thank You!  

mailto:unionchurchmaine@gmail.com
mailto:bathumc@me.com


Union Church of Belgrade Lakes 

United Methodist Church 

67 Main Street 

P.O. Box 133  

Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love 

 in all that we say and do…  

 

Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the 

manner of Christ, where all are welcome and cared for… 


