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Union Rider

March & April 2026

Blessings of Christian Companionship —

Lent is a spiritual journey with Jesus to Jerusalem,
the cross, and resurrection. Jesus walks through
Galilee to Jerusalem, meeting challenges and
bringing Good News. We’ve been making the
Lenten journey this year saying, “Tell Me

remember as the world changes around us, that
the Good News is a firm foundation.

This good news needs us to share it, to go out and
speak this truth to our neighbors. The gospel of
Jesus requires us to invite everyone. It requires us
to be surprised by God and to trust that God

Something Good”. In a stressful
time in the world, we’re checking
in with Jesus’ good news. We've
heard the good news that
everyone’s invited (John 2:1-11,
Matthew 13:31-32); the good
news that of God’s surprises
(Luke 7:36-50, Matthew 25:35-

impossible is possible together
(Mark 6:32-44, Ephesians 3:20-

Ours is not the task of
fixing the entire world
at once, but of
stretching out to
mend the part of the

world that is within
our reach...

Clarissa Pinkola Estes

40); the good news that the Gacompticatecloy

continues to work in loving,
surprising ways. The Good News
of Christ insists that we can do all
things together through Christ
who strengthens us. And in the
strength of Christ we can care for
the vulnerable. We can protect
fragile life.

Lent is the journey to Jerusalem
with Jesus. Life is a spiritual

21); and the good news that God’s

way cares for and protects the vulnerable
(Matthew 19:13-15, Deuteronomy 24:17-22).
There’s still more good news to come!

This Good News of Jesus is the foundation of our
faith. We need to hear it again and again — to

journey with Jesus, through
challenges and to new life. May the foundation
God laid for you, sustain you through trials, and
enable you to stretch out your hand to mend your
part of the world — that is the promise of Easter!

In the grace of Christ —
Pastor Kathleen

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in his excellent word!...
When through the deep waters | call thee to go, the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;
For | will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

How Firm a Foundation #529
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2026 Joys and Celebrations Offerings go to
Belgrade-Rome Food Pantry

W

Joy Of Sharing

Donations Total as of 2.28.2026: $356.

Recurring Meetings

2 pm Sundays: AA Meeting

1 pm 2" & 4" Mondays: Knitting Group
3 Tuesdays: Bread of Life Supper
9:45 am Wednesdays: Bible Study
6:30 pm Wednesdays: Choir Rehearsal
(Note: Choir is off and will resume
rehearsals on April 22.)

Upcoming Events

March 30, April 6, 7 pm: Lent Discussion
Group
March 25, 6:30 pm: Renewal Team
March 22: Coffee Fellowship after worship,
provided by the Campership Committee
March 29: Palm Sunday
April 2, 7 pm: Maundy Thursday Worship
Service
April 5, EASTER!

o 6 am: Easter Sunrise Service

(Belgrade Country Club)

o 7 am: Easter Breakfast

o 9:30 am: Easter Worship
April 13, 7 pm: SPRC
April 15, 10:30 am: Missions & Outreach
Committee
April 19: Coffee Fellowship after worship,
provided by Worship and Music Committee
April 21: Bread of Life Dinner
April 26, 10:30 am: All Church Council

March 22 — 5% Sunday in Lent:
The good news is...rooted in justice, mercy,
and faithfulness

March 29 —
Palm/Passion Sunday:
The good news
is...inspiring us to act

The worship series for Lent

was developed by the creative

team at “A Sanctified Art” with a theme of “Tell Me
Something Good: the Good News of Jesus.”
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Holy Week

Holy Week is the week before Easter from
Palm Sunday, when we remember Jesus
entering Jerusalem on a donkey, through
Maundy Thursday (aka Holy Thursday) when
we commemorate the Last Supper and Jesus’
arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane, to

Good Friday which marks Jesus’ trial,
crucifixion and death, all leading to the

Easter resurrection.

We will hold a special service on Thursday
April 2 at 7 pm, sharing Holy Communion with
Jesus and the disciples.




Food Pantry Donations Needed:

e Hash

e Hot Chocolate

e Pasta

e Spaghetti Sauce
o Tissues

o Paper Towel

Food Pantry
Donations Needed

Bring donations to the church and place them
in the grocery cart in Friendship Hall. Thanks!

Greeting Cards

Many thanks to
those who have
donated greeting
cards. They are
much appreciated.

Scripture
Readﬁflf;;s?, .

It is great to hear scripture read in different
voices — each made in the image of God.
Please sign up in Friendship Hall or talk to
Pastor Kathleen.

Staff Gifts

Deb, Gwen, Ernie and Kathleen each
appreciate the card, the gift and the thanks for
our part in being the church together.

Thank you from your church staff!

Locking the Side
Door to the Church:

If you have entered using
a key code on the side
door, please ensure that
the door is locked before
you leave. Pull the
outside handle up and
down to reset the door’s
locking mechanism.

If you'd like a demonstration, ask a Trustee,
Don Petersen or Pastor Kathleen.

Refresh Team

Please extend thanks to Kelly Webster, Phyllis
Matson, Kendra Meyers, Gwen Chase, Anne
McCandlish, Holly Blake, Louise Young, Bobbi
Mahler and Michael Barrett. They have all
volunteered their time to sort, organize, and
clean the first floor of the church over recent
weeks. Many of the extra items are stored
upstairs waiting for the August yard sale.

We have wrapped up this season of cleaning

Some of the cleaning crew!
Kelly, Anne, and Kendra

and will let everyone know when we begin
working on the second floor and the basement.




UNION COFFEEHOUSE 2026
— OUR 20" YEAR

The Union Coffeehouse comes back this
summer with a wonderful lineup of talent set for
your listening pleasure. In addition to some of
our favorite performers, we will be welcoming a
singer/songwriter who tells stories of everyday
struggles with warmth, empathy, and a touch of
dark humor. The Coffeehouse is a part of
Union Church’s community outreach program
offering wholesome musical entertainment at a
bargain price. We invite everyone to mark their
calendars and plan to attend the following
outstanding concerts:

Saturday, May 9 — Our season-opening Union
Coffeehouse will feature a rousing concert by
- The Gawler
Family!
They will
bring us an
assortment
of old and
new sounds
from many
folk
traditions. The Gawlers accompany
interweaving harmonies with fiddles, banjo,
wooden banjo, and guitar, as well as a few
surprises. Whether they are crooning a
poignant ballad or delivering a rollicking fiddle
tune, their unique arrangements are especially
engaging and often go along with anecdotes of
historical or humorous content. Although the
Gawlers may be best known for their extensive
collection of dance tunes in the Scots-Irish and
French-Canadian traditions, their repertoire
may include a gutsy “Sweet Honey in the
Rock,” an a capella work song, or an amusing
ode to everyday life. With their infectious spirit
and sparkling musicianship, the Gawler Family
has earned a beloved place in the delighted
hearts of varied audiences across the
Northeast.

Saturday, June 13 — With a voice as warm
and inviting as your favorite old flannel shirt,
the Union Coffeehouse welcomes
singer/songwriter Doug Kolmar as he explores
the light and dark of humanity through a lens of
compassion, wit, and insightful observation.

He writes songs for a world in which there is
time. Time to attend to
the nuance of a
phrase, to get inside a
character, or tease out
layers of meaning. His
decades-long musical
journey has been a
winding one, with
detours through
multiple modes of
expression that continue to provide unique
color to the contemporary folk songs he has
been sharing with audiences for the past
twenty-plus years. Originally from the NYC
suburbs, Doug has been living the Maine life
since 2002.

Saturday, July 11 — The Union Coffeehouse
welcomes back Stan Davis, a talented
singer/songwriter and story teller, who has
been a favorite with Coffeehouse audiences
since he first joined us in 2023. He has
performed for all ages throughout Maine
including at One Longfellow Square, the
Pumpkin Fest, the Common Ground Fair, the
Alewife Festival, ’ N
and the Turner and {
Winthrop gazebo
concert series. A
life-long storyteller,
Stan writes and
sings quirky, heart-
felt songs about real
peoples’ lives across the human lifespan. His
finger-style, slide, and electric lead guitar
playing spans the blues, ragtime, jazz, and folk
music spectra. A multi-instrumentalist, he also
plays bowed psaltery, blues harmonica,




autoharp, mountain dulcimer, and trichordo
bouzouki. His performances mix storytelling,
audience interaction, original songs, and
reinterpreted classics.

Saturday, August 8 — The Union Coffeehouse
is pleased to welcome back Carole Wise, a
singer/songwriter from Brunswick, Maine. Her
music is sweet and soulful, drawing on a
lifelong passion for education, the beauty of the
natural world, and the adventures of finding
truth through life’s challenges. Her music is
also organic — grown and nurtured from the
seed of a feellng or a visual. Carole’s guitar
and mandolin playing is
both intricate and
straight forward and
her lyrics are nuanced,
lyrical and both
personal and universal.
Every song offers us a chance to connect to
something: a feeling, a thought, a fear, a hope.
She evokes a certain familiarity - something we
have felt, thought or worried about - as though
she knew us. As listeners, we can recognize
pieces of our own life’s journey.
Please show your support for this wonderful
Union Church community outreach program by
coming to the Union Coffeehouse concerts and
bringing your friends. The concerts will start at
7 PM in Friendship Hall and the featured
performers will start the show. They will be
followed by the serendipitous group of
performers who show up for the Open Mic
time. We'll offer the wonderful baked goods,
and fresh coffee, tea, and lemonade that have
become a hallmark of the Union Coffeehouse.
We hope you will come and enjoy the
wonderful concerts that we are able to offer
this year. Suggested donation is $10 per
person. Please direct any questions about the
programs to Don Petersen. We look forward to
seeing you there.

Trustees Update March 2026

Hello Friends,

Your Trustees, working closely with our church
family, continue to be engaged in a number of
projects as we head into spring. We’re excited
to share these efforts with you. As always,
please feel free to reach out to any of your
Trustees with questions or comments.

Refresh The Space Program

A special team of volunteers have been
working over the past several weeks doing
much needed cleaning out “old stuff’ in our
kitchen, bathroom storage closet, Friendship
Hall, our meeting/choir room, and narthex. This
much needed project is not only reducing
clutter but allows us to take a better inventory
of our assets. Thanks to Pastor Kathleen and
all our volunteers for spear heading this
project. Trustee Michael Barrett is working
closely with this wonderful group.

Tracy Cove Parsonage

In January, it was decided that it would be in
our best interest to take our Tracy Cove
parsonage off the market until after Easter.
MLS and other market indicators greatly
supported this decision. Ellen Wells, our real
estate agent, continues to provide us market
statistics and we will work together to establish
the most competitive asking price possible in
hopes of selling this property.

New Maplehurst Drive Parsonage

Our new construction has progressed even
better than hoped for in spite of the difficult
building climate. The exterior has been
completed with the exception of the front and
back porches. These areas will be completed
once warmer weather permits us to pour the
concrete patios. The rough electrical and
plumbing have been completed as has the
insulation and drywall. By the time that you're




reading this, we will be doing interior painting,
tile, flooring, and cabinetry. We've also
completed the radiant flooring. EXTRA GOOD
NEWS... we’re within our budget. We
encourage you to drive by our site. It's a
beautiful location.

God Bless,
Michael Barrett, Dave Fuller, Carol Johnson,

Tom Kelly, Paul Lenfest, Ernie Merckens, &
Paul Meyers

Bible Study
Held Wednesday mornings at 9:45,
Bible Study is open to all.

e e |

Celebrating with LaLa at Bible study
February 25th

Witness...

to the wisdom of Richard Rohr and
the resources of Rolling Ridge

by Paul Lenfest

"No Gospel will ever be worthy of being called
"Good News" unless it is indeed a win-win
world-view, and 'good news for all the people’
(Luke 2:10) - without exception." This quote
from Fr. Richard Rohr, Franciscan Friar and
Catholic Priest, in "The Universal Christ".

Thanks to my, and our beloved and deeply
missed friends, Tony & Nancy Mastromarino,
Fr. Rohr's views were one of many faith paths
that they had earlier shared with me and our
Bible Study Group at Union Church. They most
recently turned me on to Rolling Ridge Retreat
and Conference Center in North Andover,

Massachusetts (https://www.rollingridge.org/).
Rolling Ridge offers a tremendous variety of
both onsite and

Rolling Ridge online programs,
— Nt encompassing

Retreat and Conference Center

prayer,
meditation, art,
movement/dance, journaling, retreats, book &
group discussions, spiritual direction, and on
and on. | have happily experienced two of their
online programs, and registered for their onsite
"Embodying Holy Week: Tai Chi Rhythm in the
Paschal Mystery" retreat. | also discovered
that Pastor Kathleen is familiar with, and
speaks highly of Rolling Ridge.

To the point of spiritual growth (and admittedly
in this writing, my own =1 )...in a world of
growing paradoxes, unrest and violence, Fr.
Rohr's ecumenical perspectives on God's
"Good News" have served as a more peaceful,
fresh set of eyes for me. Soundly based on the
Bible, the Gospel, church and world history, as
well as personal experience, I've found his
teachings to be transformative, growth-oriented
and immediately practical. Rolling Ridge has
several offerings delving into Fr. Rohr's
writings.

Proverbs 27:17: "As iron sharpens iron, so a
friend sharpens a friend."

Thanks for all the sharpening of each other that
is a hallmark of Union Church! ~ Paul

Coffee Hour Social

Cen On Sunday, March 22 after the

e::;‘ &—~") 9:30 service, please plan to
stay for s’mores and coffee (or

tea), hosted by the Campership Committee.

The Worship and Music Committee will host
coffee hour on Sunday, April 19.
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Congratulations to
Maine’s Adjutant
General and our

fellow worshipper:

Major General

Diane Dunn at her

promotion on

February 17, 2026

Listed below are the
\ programs and services
\ \ supported by the
S church and distributed
by the Missions and
Outreach Committee.

They represent our
Christian mission to offer Christlike
compassion, mercy, and transformation —
reaching out, lifting up, building up.

Organizations supported so far in 2026:

Maine Justice Foundation, Augusta, ME

e Neighbors Driving Neighbors

e Cener for All Seasons After — School
Programs and Summer Camp

e Belgrade-Rome Food Pantry

e Messalonskee High School — the High
School’s Food Pantry

e Bread of Life Ministries

e Vernon Valley Lodge 99 A.F. & A.M. — the
Bikes for Reading Program for local school
children

e United Methodist Camp Mechuwana in
Winthrop, ME

e Belgrade Central School

e UMEN (United Methodist Economic
Ministry, located in Salem & Howland, ME

e Maine General Health

e Maine Vets in Need

e Camp Golden Pond Cookout

FUNDRAISER FOR
UNION CHURCH

Church members are
teaming up to create a new
fundraiser for Union
Church, to add to the amazing lineup of events
throughout the year.

MA

On October 4th, congregation members and
neighbors in the community will team up to
participate in the Maine Marathon Relay Race
in Portland, Maine. The idea originated with
Liza Sullebarger last fall, after participating in
the 1/2 Marathon...she and Audrey Kolloff saw
other relay teams and thought...Let’s create a
relay race team for Union Church!

We are forming plans to recruit racers, create
teams and to organize sponsorships for racers.
Racers can run or walk. All levels are welcome.
While we would like to encourage everyone to
sign up, we also need to keep in mind the race
organization structure. Each team of 2- 4
racers will need to complete the race within the
time limit of 5 1/2 hours, in order to complete
the race before the course is closed down at 2
pm. When we organize each of the teams and
their members, we will work to include faster
runners with slower walkers and balance out
the combined speeds.

During the race, the course is very well
managed by volunteers and local police.
Beginning at 6:30 am for early start racers,
auto traffic is diverted, streets are closed and
water stations are in place along the race
course throughout Portland and Falmouth. As
you can imagine, they need to re-open the
streets again by mid afternoon, 2 pm. So, we’ll
need to be mindful of this as we plan our relay
teams. We’'ll need to average team speeds
between 10 - 13 minute miles.

In May, we'll plan to have a kick off meeting,
date TBD. At this time, we’ll share more details



and answer questions. As the summer
progresses, we’ll organize outreach in the
community, and encourage all racers to recruit
sponsors and donations to support their teams.

During the summer, there will be training group
walks or runs planned at the Augusta/Gardner
rail trail, and locally on Mountain Drive or other
camp roads. Volunteers can help to organize
these group outings, even for non racers, it's
fun to get out walking with neighbors. There
will be many ways to support this fundraiser, in
addition to actually racing. There can be

pot luck dinners during the summer to gather
the racers together and share training
progress, and we will plan for a celebration pot
luck dinner at the church on the night of the
race.

Volunteers can set up prepared in advance
dishes of chili, soup or other comfort food for
the returning racers.

We hope you'll find this to be an energizing
event, with as many people participating as
would like, and we plan to raise funds in
support of our fantastic Missions and Outreach
committee.

Thanks so much and we look forward to
sharing more news as time goes on.

In the meantime, please explore the race at:
https://mainemarathon.com/

On the race website, if you are able to get to
‘Charities’ you will find that we’ve set up Union
Church, Belgrade Lakes as a recipient of
donations. More details are to be added, but
we’re just getting things started. We appreciate
your support, ideas, suggestions and any other
thoughts as this event takes shape.

Baked Potato Bar

On March 5, the Missions & Outreach
Committee organized Baked Potato Bar, a
free of charge gathering where attendees were
invited to relax, visit, and enjoy a baked potato.
A good time was had by all! Thanks to Anne
McCandlish and all the volunteers and
contributors.

We plan to hold similar events next winter to
welcome and feed our neighbors, building
community and sharing the love of God.
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The Quiet Season of Renewal

Renewal Team

The Renewal Team was initiated in late
January to develop a path forward for the
church, emphasizing connections in the
community, engagement with neighbors,
extending invitations to new participants and
building the Kindom of God in our area.

We have had a dynamic group meet for
energizing conversations. We have invited
input from the larger congregation. And we will
have a few specific plans for the summer, as
well as general guidelines for all our events.

Meetings are Wednesdays at 6:30 in person
and on Zoom. All are welcome.
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