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Stan and Dan To Warm 
Up Winter In February 

 
Stan and Dan will be the 
featured performers at the Mid-
Winter Blahs Union 
Coffeehouse on Saturday, 
February 16th, at 7 PM.  Stan 

Keach and Dan Simons are an acoustic 
Bluegrass duo that plays in the style of the 
brother duets of the 1930's and 40's, a tradition 
that led to the invention of Bluegrass music.  
Their performances feature very tight vocal 
harmony and Dan's virtuoso mandolin stylings.  
They demonstrate the applicability of the 
Brother Duet style to a wide variety of songs 
from folk and Bluegrass to rock and country 
genres. The entertaining duo also sings 
original songs (many of them about Maine 
topics) written by Stan, a nationally-known 
Bluegrass 
songwriter.  As 
always, an Open 
Mic hour 
showcasing 
serendipitous 
performances by 
local artists follows 
Stan and Dan. And, 
of course, you will want to sample the 
wonderful baked goods from the Union Church 
Baker’s Corps while enjoying the evening’s 
entertainment.   
 
Hope to see you there! 

 

 
FRIENDS AND 

NEIGHBOR 
LUNCHEON 

 
 
 

 
Soups, sandwiches, 

desserts and     
                       more! 

 
Thursday, January 10, 2019  

from 11:30 to 1pm.   
 
 

 
Don and Linda will be 
showing the Movie “Sister 
Act”  

In this 1992 comedy, lively 
Reno lounge singer 
Deloris Van Cartier 
(Whoopi Goldberg) sees 
her mobster beau commit 
a murder.  The beau 
decides to put a contract 
out on her.  The police put her in a witness 
protection program and relocate her to a 
California convent.  Set up in the guise of a 

mailto:unionchurch@myfairpoint.net
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nun, Deloris proceeds to upend the quiet lives 
of the resident sisters. In an effort to keep her 
out of trouble, the Mother Superior assigns 
Deloris to the convent's choir, an ensemble 
that she soon turns into a vibrant and soulful 
act that gains widespread attention.  Be sure to 
stick around after the lunch to enjoy this funny 
look at the lighter side of hiding out from the 
Mob.   

 

 
Finding Hope When  
Hope Seems Lost 

 
By Chip Ingram 

“Don’t worry! Think positive! If you just believe 
everything is going to be okay, it will be.” 

That’s the message we sometimes hear from 
today’s self-help experts. But it’s hard to ignore 
that the world around us is struggling. 
Terrorism is expanding its reach, a 17 trillion-
dollar debt is causing an economic implosion, 
Biblical truth is being cast aside for pop 
psychology, and the political arena suffers from 
a foreboding absence of godliness and 
character. 

I’m an optimist by nature, but only false 
prophets say, “Peace, peace when there is no 
peace.” 

Last year, I injured my back and got a 
herniated disc. As a result, I had to spend an 
hour or more every day working out and doing 
physical therapy. Even though I knew I was 
making progress, there were days when I really 
struggled to feel hopeful. I even wondered, “Is 
this ever going to get better?” 

It’s easy to lose our perspective when we’re 
struggling. And all of us have struggled at 
some point! 

For many of us, we are either personally going 
through something difficult right now, or we 
know someone who is. For some, this might be 
a personal setback or a financial difficulty. For 
others, it could be a physical or health 
challenge. For others, it’s grappling with 
unrealized expectations. 

In times like these, it’s natural to wonder where 
is hope to be found? 

How can we as ordinary people – with our own 
disappointments, financial challenges, and 
relational conflicts – bring real hope and 
change to a hopeless and hurting world? 

The answer: We must look in the REARVIEW 
mirror to regain perspective. 

Here are four ways to can regain perspective: 

1. Recall some of the biggest 
challenges you’ve ever faced. Recall 
some of the challenges in your life that 
just seemed impossible. 

2. Remember when it felt like “things 
would never change.” Remember 
when you had horrible thoughts like: 
“This is going to go on forever!” 

3. Re-envision how God intervened and 
the good that resulted. What 
happened? How did God show up? 
Take time to remember the good. 

4. Refocus on God’s character and take 
your focus off present 
circumstances. Praise Him and thank 
Him for who He is, acknowledging that 
He is bigger than your circumstances 
and the problems of this world. Ask God 
to fill your soul with hope. 

I also have a “go-to” verse to remind myself of 
the promises of God when pressures and 
hopelessness overwhelm me. 

“God is not a man, that he should lie; neither 
the son of man, that he should repent: hath he 
said, and shall he not do it? Or hath he spoken, 
and shall he not make it good?” (Numbers 
23:19, KJV) 



Remembering God’s faithfulness in the past 
empowers me to trust Him for still greater 
things in the future. So, whatever we’re 
facing, we can either choose to focus our eyes 
on our circumstances or on the Lord. 

Yes, things are difficult! Yes, our nation, the 
Church, and the American family are in 
desperate need of a breakthrough. This is not 
new. It’s not new in history, or Scripture, or 
even in America. 

But real hope requires ordinary people like us 
to stop living in fear, to stop complaining about 
the problems around us, and to realize that our 
ALL-POWERFUL, FAITHFUL God is waiting to 
act and “strongly support those whose hearts 
are fully His.” (2 Chronicles 16:9) 

It’s my prayer that our hearts will be fully His so 
that we might be people of hope in a world 
where hope sometimes seems lost. 

 

 
Our 2018/2019 Global Mission 

Initiative is happening right in our 
backyard with the  

United Methodist Economic Ministry 
in Salem Township, Maine 

 
https://www.umeconomicministry.com/ 

 
We fulfilled out 2018 
commitment to this 

ministry in December we 
completed our $2,500 

goal; by God’s Grace and 
Your Generosity!  

 
Joys & Celebrations Total 
As of 12/30/18: $263.50 

 
Now we begin our 2019 $2,500 initiative 

Our March 31st Goal is $625 
 

 
 
 

United Methodist Economic Ministry 
Program Include: 

Salem & Solon Thrift Shops 
Salem, Solon and Howland Food Cupboards 
Maple Syrup 
Backpacks and Sneakers 
Emergency Heating Assistance 
Fire Victims Assistance 
Warming Center (Jan – April) 
Prom Shop 
Christmas Shoppe 
Community Garden  
 
Summer mission groups provide home repair, 
accessibility ramps and winter weatherization 
with efficient windows and doors.  
 

 
Their vision is to support healthy communities 
that adapt to the changing environment in the 
region.  They are providing both educational 
and material support towards self sufficiency in 
this region of severe economic challenge.  
With dignity and grace, they are working to 
build sustainable communities.   
 

Monthly we will provide updates to the various 
programs of their ministries.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The United Methodist Women-UMW-will be 
providing their outline for their  

2019 activities soon.   
 
Their regular meetings are the third Saturday 
of the month from 9AM to 10:30AM in 
Friendship Hall.  
 

 

January 19th @ 9 a.m. 

 
 

All Welcome!  
 
 

 
 

https://www.umeconomicministry.com/


 
 

Meetings at a 
Glance:  

January 2019 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Shawl: 1/14  and 1/28 @ 1 p.m. 

 

 

Our Mission 

Ministries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Through the 

year in this Newsletter we highlight our mission 
projects and programs where we serve God 
through Christlike compassion, mercy and 
transformation; reaching out, lifting up, building 
up. As 2018 came to a close with December 
we continued with Mission Ministry by 
God’s Grace and Your Generosity in these 
ways through your support received in our 
weekly worship offerings, pledges and special 
giving. 
 

 
The Belgrade Rome Food Pantry with special 
monthly “Wish List” donations; January through 
December we’ve been fillin’ our shopping cart.   
And we collected well over the requested 
grocery items: packets of gravy, cranberry 
sauce and stuffing.  Thank you very much! 
 
United Methodist Economic Ministry in 
Salem Township (UMEM); Weekly Joys and 
Celebrations contributions, $2,786.50.  2019 
continues with our second year of our two-year 
Global Mission Initiative here in Maine;  our 
annual goal is $2,500. 
 
Bread of Ministries.  Through the year, each 
month we provide a Tuesday evening meal for 

the residents of the temporary Shelter 
Program.  It’s been a blessing to meet folks 
there and see how this ministry gives them 
both shelter and a boost to what is next as they 
move forwards in life by God’s grace 
 
 

 
Christmas Eve Offering received in the 
amount of $1,406 for the  Bread of Life 
Ministry, Augusta.  They provide shelter, long 
term housing, food, and case management/life 
skills coaching.  They are currently in a shelter 
expansion project were their goal is to Never 
Say No Again to those seeking shelter.  This is 
an attainable goal, that is already being 
supported by the wider community, including 
Kennebec Savings Bank. 
 
Thank you!!  

 
Blessings, 
Joe 

 

 
 
Our Next Bread of Life Homeless Shelter 
Dinner is scheduled for December 18th. 
 
Please consider joining in to provide some 
yummy food for this dinner.  
 
There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall for  
those wanting to designate their participation in 
this ministry.  Thank you! 
 



2019 Taizé Pilgrimage is July 19-29 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE JAN. 15, 2019 

You Are Invited! 

All youth and young adults between the ages 
of 16 and 30 are invited 
to join a life-changing 
pilgrimage to Taizé, 
France, a place which is 
filled with deep Christian 
spirituality and broad 
ecumenism. This week-
long experience will be 
led by Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar. Watch 
the short video below to see more.  

 2 Minutes in Taizé from New England 
Conference UMC on Vimeo. 

 The Experience 

Discover an inner peace as you meet Jesus 
through simple living where He is waiting for 
you. Prayer, singing, Bible reflection, and 
sharing are some of the opportunities the Taizé 
experience provides to deepen the relationship 
between your faith and all aspects of your life. 
The pilgrimage will help to fulfill the mission of 
our Conference and 
churches—to make 
disciples for Jesus 
Christ who are 
committed to sharing 
the gospel, in word 
and deed, throughout 
the world. 

Registration details and materials 

Approximate Cost: $2,200*  

 For more information, contact Brenda 
Borchers, administrative assistant to the 
Bishop, at bishopsoffice@neumc.org 
 

2019 web brochure 

2019 print brochure  

United Methodist Economic Ministry 

(UMEM) launches 50th anniversary 

activities, new website 

Starting in November 2018 through 

November 2019 we’ll rejoice in our work  

while we continue our mission with an 

event or activity every 50 days! 

This month, the United Methodist Economic 
Ministry (UMEM) is kicking off a year of events 
and activities to celebrate its 50th 
anniversary. UMEM has unveiled its new logo 
(above) and updated website, and is planning 
a celebration activity or event every 50 days 
from now to November 2019! Events will occur 
around the Conference to support this 
important economic justice mission in western 
Maine.  

Check out the UMEM’s 
website umeconmicministry.com and  
Facebook page for information and updates 
and throughout the year! 

 

From the District Newsletter 
 

Please pray for the following 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

Rev. Dr. Karen Munson, DS 

 

https://vimeo.com/228097170
https://vimeo.com/user23934061
https://vimeo.com/user23934061
https://vimeo.com/
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http://neumc-email.brtapp.com/files/fileshare/taize+brochure/taize+brochure+2+printer+layout.pdf
https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!KcMQTS4MPbHrMHhqjx8UIR8rrDmFA7dYFzprNOw51ta5CX0rGhOfq0mjanUUT2Uxaw1ZuOEWBUURBi1VCIl694
https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!LWPvtnMjyQpzd2LJF1ByPtkPesn6yncX79Kayu4ZoM1-o3bHcrd8Yjilw+IIlcdtq-jk-8rbS50vDzz+N03dEc
https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!JXwVhkF1j5uNd99DQAxh3rrhjfJuWRkMnvpZck3Wzht0Ns+yCt5OTwcy-K0ae5LsYs88EFufjBGd8kGgfjMitY


January 6 
Highland Ave UMC 
John Street UMC 
Kingfield UMC 
Lisbon UMC 
Mercer UMC 
 
January 13 
Monmouth United Church 
New Harbor UMC 
New Sharon UMC 
North Pownal UMC 
North Searsport UMC 

 
May 18, 2019, Resource Day with the United 
Methodist Foundation of New England 9:00-
2:00. 
This Resource Day is especially designed for 
laity, though clergy are welcome to attend.  
Location: Brunswick UMC 320 Church Road, 
Brunswick ME   
 

Rev. Dr. Jim 

Melson returns to 

the MidMaine 

District for our next 

Resource Day, 

January 26, 2109. 

MidMaine’s Transforming Ministry Mission 

Group, generated by Jim’s last visit, will help 

present and lead experiences in mission based 

mutual discipling groups.    

 

Join us at Cox Memorial UMC, 29 Middle St, 

Hallowell, ME. Child care will be available. 

We appreciate advance notice if you will need 

this so that we can plan for numbers. 

 REGISTRATION LINK HERE!  

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?tab=wm#inbo

x/FMfcgxwBTjxhZdxWksrrgKqsRLDGzvSM?co

mpose=CllgCJZWxZWfJfdFWBLlcFgNFbGJD

HGRcwZkmMthBNNkfrFbvvHCkqqCzfHwxSP

mbdtzCLCGgsB 

_____________________________________ 

 

Beloved in Christ: 
 
Greetings in the 
precious name of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Through the mighty 
grace of God, we have 
been blessed to see 
the dawn of another 
year in our lives! 

 
New Year’s Day is marked in unique ways in 
our global community – different types of 
celebrations, various styles of worship, and all 
sorts of resolutions.  
  
In the midst of it all, each of us grapples with 
an existential question, “What will this year 
bring?" Of course, none of us knows the 
answer, but as Christians we can draw 
inspiration and guidance from the scriptures 
and the hymns, as well as through our prayers. 
 
I offer the following scripture, hymn, and prayer 
as a way of thoughtfully approaching the New 
Year.  
 
From Micah 6:8: "He has told you, human one, 
what is good and what the Lord requires from 
you: to do justice, embrace faithful love, and 
walk humbly with your God." 
 
Amid uncertainties, fears, doubts, suspicions 
and not knowing what kind of year 2019 will be, 
we can ask to be granted the courage and 
wisdom to do justice, to love, and to walk 
humbly with God. 
  
We can explore what justice looks like, what it 
means to embrace faithful love, and how we 
can walk humbly with our Creator God. We can 
allow these questions to guide us throughout 
the year. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?tab=wm#inbox/FMfcgxwBTjxhZdxWksrrgKqsRLDGzvSM?compose=CllgCJZWxZWfJfdFWBLlcFgNFbGJDHGRcwZkmMthBNNkfrFbvvHCkqqCzfHwxSPmbdtzCLCGgsB
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?tab=wm#inbox/FMfcgxwBTjxhZdxWksrrgKqsRLDGzvSM?compose=CllgCJZWxZWfJfdFWBLlcFgNFbGJDHGRcwZkmMthBNNkfrFbvvHCkqqCzfHwxSPmbdtzCLCGgsB
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?tab=wm#inbox/FMfcgxwBTjxhZdxWksrrgKqsRLDGzvSM?compose=CllgCJZWxZWfJfdFWBLlcFgNFbGJDHGRcwZkmMthBNNkfrFbvvHCkqqCzfHwxSPmbdtzCLCGgsB


Rev. Harry Emerson Fosdick composed the 
hymn "God of Grace and God of Glory" in 1930 
– between the First and Second World Wars. 
In many ways, this time was not much different 
from the time in which we live today. 
  
The entire hymn is very powerful. Read the 
words, internalize them, and sing them with 
gusto: 
 
"Save us from weak resignation 
to the evils we deplore; 
let the search for thy salvation 
be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
serving thee whom we adore, 
serving thee whom we adore.” 
 
What does it look like when we live into Rev. 
Fosdick's prayer? What does it mean to 
demonstrate our resistance to evil? What are 
the ways in which our lives serve the One 
“whom we adore?” 
  
Let these questions guide us throughout this 
new year, and let us pray: 

Holy and gracious God, 
at the start of this new year 
we continue on the never-ending journey with 
you, 
even as we begin anew. 

We did not arrive here on our own; 
Your grace and companions on the way 
have brought us to this day, 
on which we are blessed with the dawn 
of another year. 

For provisions in the past, 
for promise for the future, 
for the fullness of the present, 
make us ever grateful. 

Forgive 
our lack of trust, 
our slowness to love, 
our timidness to act justly, 
our failure to show mercy. 

Replace our fear with courage. 
Turn our pride to humility. 
Quicken our steps toward the forgotten. 

Help us, in our search for salvation, 
to resist resignation and evil, 
and to adore you 
in our serving all 
in whom you dwell. 

In the name of the Christ, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit, 
has come, is present, and will come again. 
Amen. 
 
Prema joins me in wishing you and your loved 
ones a Happy and Blessed New Year! 
Remember, God loves you all and so do we! 
 
In Christ’s love, 

 
 
Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

 

 

Pat and 

Carol 

wrapped in 

a lovely 

prayer 

shawl that 

Carol was 

given from 

our Prayer Shawl Knit Wits and delivered it in 

person just before Pat went into By Pass 

Surgery.  Reports are that he is doing well and 

was home for Christmas.  All your thoughts 

and prayers are most appreciated.  Keep them 

coming…  

 

 
 
 

https://webmail.myfairpoint.net/


 

Join the 
Birthday 

Celebration 
150 Years 

and 
Counting  

 
Saturday, March 23, 2019 Boston 

University, Boston, MA  

8:30 am to 4:00 pm 

 
Hosted by: 
New England 
Conference 
United 
Methodist 
Women, 
Commission 

on Archives & History, Boston University 
School of Theology Guest Speakers: Harriett 
Olson (UMW CEO), Pat Thompson (NEC 
Historian), Dana Robert (BUSTH), and Bishop 
Sudarshana Devadhar (NEC) Celebrate: fun, 
fellowship, worship, remember our history, 
share our stories, and hear about our future 
Highlights: See stained glass windows from the 
Tremont St. Methodist Episcopal Church (our 
birthplace). Learn more about our founders and 
first missionaries. See exhibits of our founding 
and history in Boston. What you need to know: 
Outside walking will be required between 
venues (approximately 1/4 mile). Access to 
buildings requires some steps or outside entry 
ramps. Space is limited. Reservations are 
required (no walk-ins allowed): Reservations 
will be honored on a “first received” basis by 
envelope cancellation and must be mailed prior 
to Friday, February 1st. To make reservations, 
mail this form with a nonrefundable fee of 
$100.00 per person to: Marcia Hoyt, 8 Bacon 
Street, Natick, MA 01760. Make checks 
payable to NECUMW All reservations will be 
confirmed via email or phone.  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Five things you 
may not know 

about 
Christmas 

 l 
A UMC.org 
Feature by 
Joe Iovino* 
We know the 

stories in the Bible, attend Advent and 
Christmas Eve worship each year, listen to 
tons of Christmas carols, and have seen just 
about every Christmas movie and special. We 
United Methodists know a lot about 
Christmas, but like most things there 
is always more to learn. Here are a few 
lesser-known tidbits. 
John Wesley never published 
a Christmas sermon 
 
If you search for 
Christmas sermons by 
John Wesley, you won’t 
find any. He never 
published one. 
 

http://www.umc.org/topics/topic-advent-and-christmas
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/wesley-hymn-devotions-for-advent-and-christmas
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/advent-quiz
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/advent-quiz
http://www.umc.org/topics/topic-advent-and-christmas
https://www.umcmission.org/Find-Resources/John-Wesley-Sermons
https://www.umcmission.org/Find-Resources/John-Wesley-Sermons


John Wesley was a prolific writer but he never 
published a Christmas sermon. Photo 
illustration by Kathryn Price, United Methodist 
Communications. 

One reason may be that when the 
Puritans rose to power in mid-1600s England, 
Christmas fell out of favor. Authorities passed 
laws attempting to prohibit the celebration of 
Christmas. On Christmas Eve, some towns 
even sent criers to call out, “No Christmas! No 
Christmas!” 
It wasn’t until the mid-1800s, that Christmas 
had a resurgence in England. Queen Victoria 
and Prince Albert were of German background, 
and popularized the Christmas tree tradition in 
England. The popularity of Charles Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol published in 1843 may also 
account for the holiday’s resurgence. 
John Wesley’s Methodist movement began in 
England during those 200 years of Christmas 
suppression. As a result, there is no evidence 
they celebrated Christmas other than with a 
special worship service. 

Many of the English emigrants to America at 
this time were also Puritans who were 
suspicious of Christmas celebrations. In 1600s 
Boston they passed a law under which people 
were to be fined 5 shillings for not working on 
Christmas. It was not until 1870 that Christmas 
became a national holiday in the U.S. 

 
The words we sing in “Come, Thou Long-
Expected Jesus” are nearly exactly the way 
Charles Wesley published them in the 1700s. 
Photo by Joe Iovino, United Methodist 
Communications.. 

Some speculate the Methodist preachers may 
have chosen to begin the founding conference 
of The Methodist Episcopal Church on 
Christmas Eve 1784 because they were all 
available. Methodists would later refer to that 
gathering as the Christmas Conference. 

Charles Wesley wrote a popular Christmas song 
John Wesley never published a Christmas 
sermon, but his hymn-writing brother Charles 
wrote songs for the season from the very 

beginning. The first Methodist 
hymnbook, Hymns and Sacred Poems (1739), 
includes Charles’ “Hymn for Christmas-Day.” 
The song begins, “Hark how all the welkin 
rings, ‘Glory to the King of kings.’” Another 
Methodist preacher would change the opening 
line to words we know much better, “Hark! the 
Herald Angel Sings.” 
In a later publication, Hymns for the Nativity of 
our Lord, Wesley published 18 more hymns for 
the season. We still sing one of the songs in 
that collection, “Come, Thou Long-Expected 
Jesus.” The words in our United Methodist 
Hymnal today are almost exactly as Charles 
wrote them in 1745. 

One wonders if 
Charles was 
the bigger fan 
of Christmas 
because his 
birthday is 
exactly a week 
before, 

December 18, 1707. 
 
The open arms of Jesus in many nativities are 
a symbolic invitation to salvation. Photo by 
Kathryn Price, United Methodist 
Communications. 

Nativities are filled with symbolism 
What our nativities lack in historical accuracy is 
often due to the inclusion of powerful 
symbolism. For example, the baby Jesus 
figurine sometimes has outstretched arms, 
despite the angels’ words to the shepherds that 
they would find him “swaddled and lying in a 
manger.” The open arms are a sign of 
welcome, an invitation to receive the salvation 
we know in Christ. Other elements like 
animals, trees, and wells also have symbolic 
significance. Read “Nativity scenes: More 
than meets the eye” to learn more about your 
nativity set. 
Many United Methodists also participate 
in Las Posadas, a symbolic representation of 
the nativity journey from the tradition of Latin 
American Christians. Each of the nine nights 
before Christmas, “commemorating the nine 
months Mary carried the infant Jesus in her 
womb and emphasizing his coming again,” 
explainsThe United Methodist Book of 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/susanna-wesley-mother-of-methodism
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/susanna-wesley-mother-of-methodism
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/the-method-of-united-methodism-disciple-making-yesterday-and-today
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/christmas-in-the-hymns-of-charles-wesley-infographic
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glory-to-the-newborn-king-a-christmas-hymn-devotion
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glory-to-the-newborn-king-a-christmas-hymn-devotion
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/born-to-set-thy-people-free-a-christmas-hymn-devotion
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/born-to-set-thy-people-free-a-christmas-hymn-devotion
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-hymnal-the-united-methodist
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-hymnal-the-united-methodist
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/charles-wesleys-gift-of-music
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/charles-wesleys-gift-of-music
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/new-ways-to-see-the-nativity-scene
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/new-ways-to-see-the-nativity-scene
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/nativity-scenes-more-than-meets-the-eye
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/nativity-scenes-more-than-meets-the-eye
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/las-posadas-welcoming-jesus
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/las-posadas-welcoming-jesus
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-book-of-worship-the


Worship, the people travel together to a home 
where a host family is prepared for a 
celebration. When the procession arrives, they 
knock on the door and follow a liturgy that uses 
Scripture to remind everyone of the one who 
offered Mary and Joseph a place to stay the 
night Jesus was born, and our need to 
welcome Jesus into our lives. After the liturgy 
there is a piñata and food. 
 

Joseph and Mary 
traveled some 
difficult roads as 
the earthly 
parents of Jesus. 
Photo by 
Kathleen Barry, 
United Methodist 

Communications. 

Joseph and Mary’s journey 
It may surprise even those who have been 
Christians for years, to learn how little we know 
about the man who raised Jesus. Joseph is 
only mentioned in 16 verses in the Bible and 
none of his words are recorded. The Bible tells 
us only two things definitively. His dad’s name 
was Jacob, and he worked as a craftsman, 
probably a woodworker. 
Everything else we know about Joseph, we 
infer from how he responds to the news that an 
angel visited Mary, his betrothed, and told her 
she will give birth to Jesus. This could not have 
been easy news to hear, but even in this 
moment, Joseph acts nobly and faithfully. He 
does all he can to protect his new family and 
follow God wherever he leads. 
One of the roads Joseph and Mary are called 
to travel is one from Nazareth to Bethlehem 
where Jesus is born. The approximate 100-
mile journey on foot, with possible help from a 
donkey, took an estimated nine or ten days. In 
a podcast episode, the Rev. Adam Hamilton 
shares the response he received from a mom 
who was 9 months pregnant, “There’s no way 
Joseph was getting me on a donkey, if that 
was me.” 
 
The kettles and bells of The Salvation Army 
have been part of the Christmas collection for 
many years. Photo public domain via The 
Library of Congress. 

Red kettles have United Methodist links 
When Christmas shopping, many encounter 
the red kettles and ringing bells of The 
Salvation Army. Not all will know that the 
Salvation Army has Methodist roots. 

William Booth, a Methodist minister, started 
The Salvation Army in London in 1865. His 
passion for reaching the poor, homeless, and 
hungry with gospel of Jesus Christ led him to 
open a mission to meet people’s physical 

needs. That 
mission 
continues to 
grow today. 

Goodwill 
Industries is 
a similar 
organization 

with United Methodist ties. Methodist minister 
the Rev. Edgar J. Helms founded the 
organization in Boston in 1902. He hired and 
trained people in need of a job, to repair and 
resell donations he collected. 
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Dear Lynn, SPRC 

and Congregation, 

I am ever grateful 

for the call of God 

that has brought 

me to this 

congregation.  Your gracious and 

generous Christmas gift reflects the 

heart of ministry that is here, that 

equips the ministries that are 

undertaken with such love and 

compassion.  Thank you for this 

amazing gift.  I look forwards to our 

ministry together during 2019.  

 -Pastor Joe 

 

Excerpt from Christmas Eve… 

In him was life, light that shines in the 

darkness of despair, violence, and fear. 

In him was the fullness of both grace 

and truth (John 1).  Christ has come.  

Jesus as he would be named.  Prince of 

Peace, Wonderful Councilor; he came 

as the fulfillment of the word of God 

from us from the ancient Prophet Isaiah 

(9:6).  Along with the Merry of Christmas 

comes a radical new way of living, the 

way of Peace that begins not with 

another changing but with me first. 

Having recently read David and 

Goliath; Underdogs, Misfits and the 



Art of Battling Giants by Malcolm 

Gladwell that include an illustration, a bit 

of the history of the troubles of the 

treatment of the Irish by the English that 

escalated into riotous violence.  This 

served to exemplify the authors point 

that how greater repression by those in 

power led to greater resistance and 

ultimately escalating violence buy the 

“underdog” Irish, rather than the desired 

submission.  A following Then came a 

reading of “We Can Have Peace in the 

Holy Land” (2009) by President Jimmy 

Carter.  One book seemed to inform the 

other in my readings.  But it was The 

Anatomy of Peace; Resolving the 

Heart of Conflict, The Arbinger Institute 

that both made understanding the 

elements of conflict, escalation, and 

possible resolution towards peace a 

possibility because this writing and work 

sees the big picture of warring and looks 

to where it begins on the individual level.  

And here is where hope begins.  The 

authors set out to describe “The Heart at 

Peace”, and “The Heart at War”, as 

manners of personal expression, 

feelings, emotions, desires and 

expectations.  From this one can see 

how on a large-scale peace is not likely 

to be found until it is known on a 

personal level by the arbitrators, deal 

makers. 

The Heart at War knows others as 

objects, labels, problems here humanity 

becomes lost, people are no longer 

thought of or expresses as people.  

People who like ourselves have hopes, 

needs, cares and fears that are as real 

as our own.  Others are named as self-

centered, inconsiderate, immature… 

And here is the set up for escalation in 

interpersonal and international conflicts.  

Conflicts in the home, conflict on a world 

stage. 

With the coming of the Prince of Peace, 

we have the way, the life and the 

teachings while not explicit in the test of 

this wonderful book, are at its heart.  

When we come to learn, experience and 

know of that is a Heart at Peace, and 

what is a Heart at War.  We like the 

characters out of the pages come to see 

themselves as part of the conflict, it’s 

not just the others fault, problem.  

Together there is amazing learning, and 

a new way for a new day.   

The work of the Arbinger Institute is 

known, taught and being practice in new 

local, and global settings.  Yes, we can 

have peace in the Holy Land, we can 

have peace within our families.  The 

babe of Bethlehem grew into Prince of 

Peace revealing the divine nature in 

himself and all humanity.  In him is life. 

 

Let There Be Peace On Earth and 

Let It Begin With Me 
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Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love 

 in all that we say and do…  

 

Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the manner of 

Christ, where all are welcome and cared for… 


