
Union Church of Belgrade Lakes 
United Methodist Church 

Location: 67 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes, Maine 

Mailing Address: P. O. Box 133, Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918 

Phone:  207-495-3599 

Church Email: unionchurch@myfairpoint.net   Pastor’s Email: unionpastor@myfairpoint.net 

Website:  unionchurchmaine.org 

 

Union Rider  

November, 2018 Newsletter 
  

 

 
FRIENDS AND 

NEIGHBOR 
LUNCHEON 

 
 
 
 

Soups, sandwiches, 
desserts and     

                       more! 
 

Thursday, November 8, 2018  
from 11:30 to 1pm.   

 
Featuring this month’s movie 

 
"The Greatest 
Showman." 
 
"Hugh Jackman 

leads an all-star cast in this bold and original 
musical filled with infectious showstopping 
performances that will bring you to your feet 
time and time again. Inspired by the story of 
P.T. Barnum (Jackman) and celebrating the 
birth of show business, the film follows the 
visionary who rose from nothing to create a 
mesmerizing spectacle. This inspirational film 
also stars Zac Efron, Michelle Williams, 
Rebecca Ferguson and Zendaya." 

 

 
  5 Keys to a Godly Perspective 
By Chip Ingram 

Ever have one of “those days” when everything 
just seems to be going wrong? 

You get up in the morning still tired from a less-
than-perfect-night’s sleep and you turn on the 
news only to hear one catastrophe after 
another. You’re also running late for work, and 
when you grab your phone, you realize that 
you forgot to plug it in and the battery is dead. 

Then you go to the coffee pot hoping to turn 
your day around – anxious to get that fresh cup 
you just brewed – only to find that you didn’t 
quite have the pot on straight. So instead of 
having a fresh cup of coffee, you now have a 
counter full of it. 

Sound familiar? 

Life is hard. 

Some days are full of aggravating 
circumstances, and others are just seemingly 
unbearable. Like the call you get from a friend 
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whose marriage is ending after 30 years or the 
news that a loved one has passed away. Or 
when your boss calls you into the office and 
explains that your job is being cut. 

It circles back to the age-old question: Why do 
bad things happen to good people? 

Bad things happen, period. The world we live 
in is fallen and broken, and so are the people 
in it. We all have to confront trials and 
difficulties, and painful 
(sometimes really painful) things. 

Jesus promised that we would have to face 
tribulation, but He also gave us the promise of 
peace, a command to take courage, and 
reassurance that He is in control. 

“I have said these things to you, that in Me 
you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation. But take heart; I have 
overcome the world.” (John 16:33) 

I don’t know about you, but I’ve personally 
experienced a lot of tribulation in my life. I 
remember a season when I hurt my back and 
had excruciating pain. Shortly after, a man who 
has been a father figure to me nearly died. 
Then, one of my wife’s friends died, followed 
by one of my closest friends calling me to tell 
me that his doctors gave him less than a 20 
percent chance to live. 

It’s during such difficult times that we 
wonder: Can we experience God’s peace 
and get His perspective when life seems to 
be coming apart at the seams? 

It is possible. But we must regain God’s 
perspective in order to experience His peace in 
the absolute worst times of our life. 

To help you do this, here are five keys to a 
godly perspective. Remember that… 

• God is Good (Psalm 84:11) 
• Life is Hard (John 16:33) 
• God is Sovereign (Romans 8:28) 
• God is All-Wise (Romans 11:33-36) 
• God is All-Powerful (Jeremiah 32:17) 

Over the years, I’ve slowly and quietly 
reviewed the five pillars. I say them out loud, 
read the verses out loud, pray them, and I 
meditate on who God is. 

My circumstances rarely change much (at 
least not immediately), but my perspective 
does. I’ve learned over the years, I either have 
a very big God with very small problems, or I 
have very big problems with a very small God. 

If you’re struggling, or know someone who is, 
take God’s truth to heart for the next week – 
every morning and every night. Review the 
Five Pillars. Declare them out loud! Pray them! 
And finally, believe them! 

God has promised to take care of us, and 
when we remember who He is, refuse to worry, 
get His direction, develop a plan, and move 
forward boldly, we experience His peace and 
His power. 

 

From Carol Johnson, Lay Leader 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our 2018/2019 Global Mission 
Initiative is happening right in our 

backyard with the  

United Methodist Economic Ministry 
in Salem Township, Maine 

 
https://www.umeconomicministry.com/ 

 
 

Joys & Celebrations Total 
As of 10/28/18: $2,395 

 
Our December 31st Goal 

is $2,500 
 

Thank you for helping us 
exceed this! 

 
 
 

Following Worship, keep a watchful eye out 
for the big screen TV slide presentation that  

highlights this ministry 
 
United Methodist Economic Ministry 
Program Include: 
 
Salem & Solon Thrift Shops 
Salem, Solon and Howland Food Cupboards 
Maple Syrup 
Backpacks and Sneakers 
Emergency Heating Assistance 
Fire Victims Assistance 
Warming Center (Jan – April) 
Prom Shop 
Christmas Shoppe 
Community Garden  
 
Summer mission groups provide home repair, 
accessibility ramps and winter weatherization 
with efficient windows and doors.  
 

 
Their vision is to support healthy communities 
that adapt to the changing environment in the 
region.  They are providing both educational 
and material support towards self sufficiency in 
this region of severe economic challenge.  
With dignity and grace, they are working to 
build sustainable communities.   
 

Monthly we will provide updates to the various 
programs of their ministries.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The United Methodist Women-UMW-will be 

providing their outline for their 2018 
activities soon.   

 
Our regular meetings are the third Saturday 
of the month from 9AM to 10:30AM in 
Friendship Hall.  
 

 
November 17th    Thanksgiving Program and  
                           Community Food Drive 
 
December 9th      Christmas Trip to the Victoria  
                           House (Portland) 
 
 

Come to our next Event 
All Welcome!  

 
 

 
Meetings at a 

Glance:  
November 2018 

 

 

 

Trustee’s Committee:  11/5 @ 6 p.m. 

 

Worship Committee:  11/6 @ 7 p.m.  

 

Prayer Shawl: 11/12 and 11/26 @ 1 p.m. 

NOTE: Change in Time  

 

Finance Committee:  11/27 @ 6:30 a.m.  

(this meeting will be scheduled if needed) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.umeconomicministry.com/


NOVEMBER 4th 
 
“All Saints Sunday is a 
day of remembrance 
for the saints, with the 
New Testament 
meaning of all Christian 
people of every time 
and place.  We 

celebrate the communion of saints as we 
remember those gone on before us, both of the 
Church universal and of our local 
congregations and our families” [United 
Methodist Book of Worship, 1992].  
  
For this reason, the names of persons who 
have touched our lives in a particular way will 
be remembered during worship on November 
4, 2018. 
  
Submitted names will be listed in our worship 
program, read during a solemn time of worship. 
Yet this is a time of celebration as we 
remember with gratitude and thanksgiving, 
these lives that are in Christ are with us 
always, as part of our every day. 
 

 

 

Church Conference 
 

November 13, 2018 
 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Staff 
Parish Relations will meet 
with Karen Munson, 
District Superintendent.   

 
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. we as Church Members will 
meet with her.  Please post on your calendars 
and plan on attending this very important 
meeting with our District Superintendent.  
.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY 

NOVEMBER 18th 

 

This day is a time to gather together in worship 

of gratitude and thanksgiving for our countless 

blessings.  Please bring your family and friends 

to join us in a time of prayer and praise.   

 

NOVEMBER 

18th @ 7 

p.m. 

 

At the Pleasant Street Methodist Church 

Pleasant Street,  Waterville, ME 

Our Choir will be participating in this 

wonderful event; please mark your 

calendars so you don’t miss out on it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

        2018 

CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
            

       
Christmas Stroll                       
(Saturday, December 1st) 
Bobbi Mahler, Chair 
 

 

 

 

Our Mission 
Ministries 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Through the year in this Newsletter we 
highlight our mission projects and programs 
where we serve God through Christlike 
compassion, mercy and transformation; 
reaching out, lifting up, building up. Here is a 
listing of some of the ways so far during 
2018 you contributed to missions through 
your support received in our weekly worship 
offerings, pledges and special giving. 
 

The Good Shepherd Food Bank 
With a gift of $500 during September we will 
support this work that provides food to local 
food banks throughout Maine. “Feeding 
families living with food insecurity makes an 
impact that goes beyond a nutritious meal.”  
 
The Belgrade Rome Food Pantry with special 
monthly “Wish List” donations; January through 
August we’ve been fillin’ our shopping cart.  -
Many thanks. 
Ever notice the sign at the Belgrade Ball 
Park?  $150 during April supports this local 
youth program and shares our active presence 
in the community in Christ’s service. 
 
Maine Justice Foundation, Augusta, 
Maine. With a gift of $500 in March we 
supported this work that serves the LGBT, gay 

community those of whom are among the poor 
and vulnerable among us, facing issues of 
employment and housing discrimination, 
domestic violence, homelessness. In this 
manner we extend our church Welcoming 
Statement into the community beyond our own 
worship doors. 
 
Messalonskee High School -Each year their 
empty Bowls project supports our local Food 
cupboards and the Food Cupboard at the High 
School we contributed $50 towards this in 
March. In June we look to provide leadership 
and participation in their Baccalaureate 
program for new graduates. 
United Methodist Economic Ministry in 
Salem Township (UMEM); Weekly Joys and 
Celebrations contributions, $741.00.  2018 
begins our two-year Global Mission 
Initiative here in Maine our annual goal is 
$2,500. 
 
We have Pints and Quarts of Maple Syrup 
again this year for your Summer enjoyment 
and purchasing.  With Fair Trade pricing 100% 
of the purchase price goes to assist their 
ministry programs that transform lives in here 
in Maine; $600 
 
Bread of Life Shelter and Meal Programs, 
Augusta.  Through the year, each month we 
provide a Tuesday evening meal for the 
residence there.  It’s been a blessing to meet 
folks there and see how this ministry gives 
them both shelter and a boost to what is next 
as they move forwards in life by God’s grace. 
With a gift of $500 in February we equip there 
program there. 
 

Maine Adaptive Sports received $50 during 
February as an affirmation of their annual Ski-
A-Thon that supports programs that empower 
adaptive athletes towards a healthy, active and 
rewarding life. 
Neighbors Driving Neighbors, this local 
ministry program serving to help folks who 
would be otherwise home bound is supported 
with our $500 gift in January and through the 
engagement of those offering to serve as 
drivers, and part of the programs leadership 

 



Winthrop, Maine: United Methodist Camp 
Mechuwana.  Scholarship support of campers 
in the amount of $500.  This donation was sent 
on May 15th.  The year-round camp and youth 
programs happening there transforms lives of 
children and youth. 

 

 
 

Bread of 
Life 

Homeless 
Shelter 

 
On the night 
of Tuesday, 
October 16th  
Kathy and I 

dropped off the meal at the Shelter; we met a 
wonderful young lady on their staff.  Our 
conversation about their ministry there led me 
to know that this is important to share with our 
congregation.  Please take a moment to look 
through their web site (Services tab). 
 http://mainebreadoflife.org/ 
 Not only are they providing "Shelter" but 
ongoing services and follow up, to help keep 
their residents on their way to a new day in life. 
After a more thorough study of their web site 
and watching their 12 min. video, --I'd like to 
present this Mission, Program Schedule for the 
Fall, Advent and Christmas. 
 
At the October 23rd Finance Committee 
meeting I asked and it was approved that 
this year's Christmas Eve Offering be 
designated to Bread of Life Ministries, 
Augusta and the local people that are being 
helped there.  I believe that this offering for the 
Bread of Life Ministries will have both an 
immediate and long lasting transformative 
effect, particularly due to the Case 
Management they provide for their clients.  And 
when they do have shelter beds available, they 
go look under the bridges for folks to help.  
Their long term housing program and case 
management serve to help equip people for a 
transition to stability. 
 
At the next Friends and Neighbor Luncheon 
on November 8th, I will be providing a  

presentation on Bread of Life Ministries, 20 
minutes.  A viewing of their compelling, high 
quality video and another 8 min. for a wider 
description of their housing, sheltering, feeding, 
case management ministry in Augusta. I Invite 
the congregation to join us for soup, sandwich, 
and this presentation and discussion. 
 

Worship, Sunday, 9:30 a.m. November 18th, 
Thanksgiving Sunday.  We are Molly or 
another from Bread of Life Ministries will be 
able to join us; providing a 10 min presentation 
during worship, and follow up during Coffee 
Fellowship. 
 

Christmas Eve Offering, Designated to the 
Ministries of Bread of Life, Augusta (either 
to their ongoing ministry or their build 
campaign that is underway [as shown in the 
video]  there goal is to Never Say No Again to 
those Veterans and others seeking shelter.  
This is an attainable goal, that is already being 
supported by the wider community, including 
Kennebec Savings Bank. 
 
Blessings, 
Joe 
 
Our Next Bread of Life Homeless Shelter 
Dinner is scheduled for November 20th. 
There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall for  
those wanting to designate their participation in 
this ministry.  Thank you! 

 

 

Halloween 

Wednesday, October 

31st was not without 

an opportunity to be 

out in the community 

meeting families for 

Our Trunk or Treat.  

This year again was 

made possible by Art with his Truck all decked 

out in suitable bright lights and those who 

supported him.   

Many thanks to all of those that filled the treat 

bags and were there to pass them out to all the 

princesses and super heroes… 

http://mainebreadoflife.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Union Church Memorial Garden 
 
 

The New Memorial Stone is installed! 
 
This new Memorial Stone will be used for those 
interred on the southside of the garden and for 
new memorial inscriptions of remembrance. 
The new Memorial Stone resembles the large 
double-faced stone on the northside as to 
basic shape and inscription layout.  
 
This project continues to be funded by several 
means, including funds from the Memorial 
Garden operating account and a pledge to 
assist from the Endowment Committee.  As 
with prior Memorial Stone installations, there 
may be those who would like to make a gift 
donation towards the purchase and installation 
of this new Memorial Stone. 
 

These are three giving options that would each 
support this project towards a timely 
completion and the Memorial Garden 
operations: 

 

• $1,000 will purchase an interment lot 
with perpetual care and engraving for 
one.  This could be designated for either 
the northside or the southside section.  
Engraving will be done on the Memorial 
Stone consistent with lot choice (north or 
southside). 

 

• $1,000 will purchase a memorial 
inscription of remembrance of one name 
with dates on the new southside 
Memorial Stone. This will also provide for 
a gift towards the new stone purchase 
and installation. 

 

 
 

• Heartfelt gifts of any amount towards the 
purchase and installation of the new 
Memorial Stone are graciously 
welcomed.  

 

This $5,000 project will be greatly supported by 
new purchases and gifts and in this way 
alleviates the use of other financial sources 
keeping these available for other future 
ministries and work. 
Each of these purchases and gifts towards this 
project will be remembered by name in our 
new Memorial Garden Remembrance Book.  
Please contact the church office with questions 
or for further arrangements towards giving 
methods. Church Office contact:  
1-207-495-3599 or email: 
unionchurch@myfairpoint.net  
 
 
 

 

 

Please prayerfully consider your legacy and 

pledge response today... 

As a congregation, we  
are preparing to provide a  

Legacy of hope and joy 
 for those coming along. 

 
Stewardship Campaign  

for our 2019 Ministry 
 

Our 2019 financial goal is to fully fund our 
ministries through pledges and offerings.  To 

fully fund our 2019 ministries including the 
operation and upkeep of our ministry 

facility we anticipate a need for $172,943.  
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Of this amount, we need to receive 
approximately $120,000 in pledges for 2019. 

 
 
 

October 28, 2018 Update 
 

Thank you for your participation 
 and prayers! 

 
Current Results: 47 Pledges,  

with 8 new pledges, and 
 18 with increases over last year;  

these total $101,540. 
 

With your support, we are well on 
 our way towards our ministry 

 
 Goals: 1. 56 pledges,  

2. Including 5 new pledges,  
3. Totaling $120,000  

 
Do you need a pledge card? 

Xtras are placed on the organ and we have 
 plenty in the office… 

 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

Letter from 

Tony, Finance 

Chair 
 

According to Merriam-Webster, a STEWARD is 

one who is actively concerned with the direction 

of the affairs of an ‘organization’.  Applying that 

definition to Union Church, the ’organization’ is 

Union Church and the ‘affairs’ are ALL of the 

activities that are sponsored by or through Union 

Church --- those activities associated with Worship, 

with Nurture, and with Outreach. Everything that 

Union Church does and is depends on the 

generosity and commitment of its members.  We 

are living a Legacy and we hope to leave a Legacy 

for future generations. 

By being part of the stewardship campaign, you are 

actively engaged in determining the future of Union 

Church and those choices impact us individually, as 

well as a congregation, and they impact our 

community in innumerable ways.  

Union Church has been blessed to have had Pastor 

Joe and Heidi with us at the ‘helm’ since July 2014.  

With Pastor Joe’s retirement looming, Union 

Church will transition to the appointment of a new 

pastor in midyear.  The Church’s Ministry Needs 

Budget projections for 2019 of $172,943 include a 

significant lump sum to be applied toward that 

transition, i.e., moving and relocation expenses.  

The 2019 budget represents an increase of 4.4% 

over our current budget of $165,643.  That increase 

is largely associated with the transition expenses. 

Following a successful Stewardship Campaign in 

August, Union Church has, as of September 18, 

received 36 pledges for 2019 totaling, $82,030.  Of 

those pledges, 6 are new.  Last year we received a 

total of 51 pledges totaling $113,364. Our goal is to 

receive at least 56 pledges, of which at least 5 

would be new, totaling a minimum of $120,000.  

The Finance Committee plans to finalize the 

budget at its October 23, 2018, meeting and to 

seek approval of the Church Council in 

November. 

If you are among those who have already 

responded and have returned a pledge card, 

THANK YOU for your support and for being a 

faithful STEWARD!  If you have not yet responded, 

the Finance Committee would encourage you to 

think and pray over your decision and respond as 

soon as possible to facilitate a more accurate 

budget projection for 2019. 

Together, we can and will do GREAT things in the 

year ahead.  Each of us is being called to be a 

steward, to grow the Church, and to be the hands 

of Christ in our community and to one another.  

Join us in celebrating the success of our joint vision 

and mission for Union Church!  

Tony Mastromarino, 

Chair, Finance Committee 

 
 
 

 
 



NOVEMBER 4th 
 
“All Saints Sunday is a 
day of remembrance 
for the saints, with the 
New Testament 
meaning of all Christian 
people of every time 
and place.  We 

celebrate the communion of saints as we 
remember those gone on before us, both of the 
Church universal and of our local 
congregations and our families” [United 
Methodist Book of Worship, 1992].  
  
For this reason, the names of persons who 
have touched our lives in a particular way will 
be remembered during worship on November 
4, 2018. 
  
Submitted names will be listed in our worship 
program, read during a solemn time of worship. 
Yet this is a time of celebration as we 
remember with gratitude and thanksgiving, 
these lives that are in Christ are with us 
always, as part of our every day. 
 
 

 

FALL BACK 1 

HOUR 

NOVEMBER 4TH 

 

Don’t Forget to 

Set your Clocks Back Saturday 

Night Before You Go To Bed; If 

you show up early, please start 

the coffee we will be along in a  

while! 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Veteran’s 

Sunday 

November 

11th 

 

 

On this Sunday we will honor and 

acknowledge those who have provided 

military service.  Is there another that you 

would invite to join you on this special 

Sunday of the year?  You are invited to 

bring a cap, hat or other small item that we 

would include on display.   

 

UNITED METHODIST’S 
WOMEN’S 

FOOD DRIVE FOR THE  

ROME/BELGRADE FOOD 

PANTRY 

 

NOVEMBER 17th 

9 a.m to 2 p.m.  

 

The United Methodist Women’s group is 

holding this food drive in hopes 

 that folks will drop by much needed items as 

listed below: 

 

Canned Foods: Corned Beef Hash, tuna, 

chicken, beans and stews 

 

Holiday Foods 

 

Cleaning Supplies, soaps, 

detergents, dish soap, 

toothpaste, toilet paper, 

paper towels, etc. 

 

 

 



 

They will be at Church from 9 to 2 p.m. on 

Saturday the 17th for you to drop off your 

donations.  If you don’t find the time to shop; 

money donations are always welcome too. 

 

Thank you and God Bless you! 

 
 

 

UNITED METHODIST 

WOMEN’S 

CHRISTMAS GIVING 

TREE 

 

Beginning Sunday 

November 25th there will 

be a tree in the 

Sanctuary fill of tags with items listed on 

them that the children of the Belgrade 

Central School are asking for Christmas 

gifts this year.  On your way out from our 

Worship Service, please stop by and pick 

up 1, 2 or as many as you would like.  

Please have the gifts back to the Church by 

Sunday December 16th, preferably wrapped, 

but if you do not have the time to wrap 

Bobbi will wrap them for you.                                                

THANK YOU! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

2019 Taizé Pilgrimage is July 19-29   

REGISTRATION DEADLINE JAN. 15, 2019 

You Are Invited! 

All youth and young adults between the ages 
of 16 and 30 are invited 
to join a life-changing 
pilgrimage to Taizé, 
France, a place which is 
filled with deep Christian 
spirituality and broad 
ecumenism. This week-
long experience will be 
led by Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar. Watch 
the short video below to see more.  

 2 Minutes in Taizé from New England 
Conference UMC on Vimeo. 

 More videos from Taizé 

Taizé: A sense of community 

The Sounds of Taizé 

Taizé in a Minute: Stephen Bouchard 

Taizé in a Minute: Other Cultures 

Taizé in a Minute: Worship 

Taizé in One Word 

Taizé 2017: Meeting Youth from Serbia 

The Experience 

Discover an inner peace as you meet Jesus 
through simple living where He is waiting for 
you. Prayer, singing, Bible reflection, and 
sharing are some of the opportunities the Taizé 
experience provides to deepen the relationship 
between your faith and all aspects of your life. 
The pilgrimage will help to fulfill the mission of 
our Conference and churches—to make 
disciples for Jesus Christ who are committed to 
sharing the gospel, in word and deed, 
throughout the world. 

Upon your arrival at Taizé, you are welcomed 
by a community of 
brothers who have 
made a lifelong 
commitment to follow 
Christ in simplicity of 
life. To better 
understand their 
commitment and learn 

https://vimeo.com/228097170
https://vimeo.com/user23934061
https://vimeo.com/user23934061
https://vimeo.com/
https://vimeo.com/247205506
https://vimeo.com/246158640
http://vimeo.com/245433036
https://vimeo.com/245433036
https://vimeo.com/246103754
https://vimeo.com/246103503
http://vimeo.com/228979438
https://vimeo.com/228979438
https://vimeo.com/227821304


more about the Taizé experience, go 
to www.taize.fr 

Taizé Retreat Center 

We fly into Geneva, spend the night and take a 
bus to Taizé Sunday morning. In Taizé, we will 
either stay in dormitories with bunk beds or 
large tents, sleeping on bedrolls. Food, 
showers, and other accommodations are 
simple. There is no use of electrical 
appliances. Special dietary requests cannot be 
accommodated, but a vegetarian menu is 
available. 

Daily routines include Bible study, worship, 
prayer, silence, workshops, reflection, faith 
sharing, camp chores, and fellowship with 
3,000 pilgrims from around the world. 

Pastors are asked to identify pilgrims, and local 
churches of the New England Conference are 
encouraged to pay the cost of the pilgrimage 
experience. This is a unique investment in 
spiritual development which will provide 
personal, church, and conference benefits for 
years to come. 

Registration details and materials 

Approximate Cost: $2,200* 

Price Includes: 

• Roundtrip airfare 
• Lodging in Geneva and Taizé 
• Meals in Taizé 
• Transportation in Europe 

* Trip cost does not include meals or optional 
sight-seeing events and incidentals in Geneva. 

Payments will be due Jan. 15, March 4, and 
April 15, 2019. 

The following documents are required to 
register for the pilgrimage: 

• Registration Form and Agreement   
• Pilgrim Covenant  
• Pilgrim Personal Statement & Pastor 

Recommendation 
• Health and Medical Information Form   

Copy of valid passport and two photos must be 
included with application. (If you are in the 

process of applying for passport, please send a 
copy as soon as it is received.) 
  
For more information, contact Brenda 
Borchers, administrative assistant to the 
bishop, at bishopsoffice@neumc.org 

2019 Taizé brochure 

 
Pastors and others are 
encouraged to share 
information about the 
pilgrimage with youth and 
young adults. To help, we have 
created a brochure for 
2019. Click the links to see the 

2019 brochure either in web format or as a 
downloadable PDF for print (set up for 2-sided 
printing in color or black and white). 

2019 web brochure 

2019 print brochure 

Importing Taize or So you want to start a Taize 
prayer service 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar is committed to 
starting nine Taize worship services here in the 
New England Conference. This resource from 
Conference Director of Congregational 
Development Rick McKinley helps you 
determine if a Taize prayer service is right for 
your church and tells you how to get started. 
Click the link above. 

 

Join the bishop 
for his visit to 
your district 

Bishop 
Sudarshana 
Devadhar is 
making his annual 
visits to the 
districts; they 
began last Sunday 

in Vermont. These are opportunities for clergy 
and laity to hear directly from the bishop and to 
ask questions and share their thoughts. Click 
the links for more specifics. Information will be 

http://www.taize.fr/
http://neumc-email.brtapp.com/files/fileshare/taize+brochure/2019+taize+application.docx
http://neumc-email.brtapp.com/files/fileshare/taize+brochure/taize+covenant+9-10-18.pdf
http://neumc-email.brtapp.com/files/fileshare/taize+brochure/taize+personal+statement+9-10-18.pdf
http://neumc-email.brtapp.com/files/fileshare/taize+brochure/taize+personal+statement+9-10-18.pdf
http://neumc-email.brtapp.com/files/fileshare/taize+brochure/taize+medical+info.pdf
mailto:bishopsoffice@neumc.org
http://neumc-email.brtapp.com/files/fileshare/taize+brochure/taize+brochure+web+layout.pdf
http://neumc-email.brtapp.com/files/fileshare/taize+brochure/taize+brochure+2+printer+layout.pdf
https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/files/fileshare/importing+taize.pdf
https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/files/fileshare/importing+taize.pdf


added as it becomes available. 
Mid-Maine District 
Dec. 2, 2018  from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

@ Green Street United Methodist Church  
In Augusta 
 

 

Always be kind 
 
If you see 
someone falling 
behind,  
walk beside 
them. 
 
If someone is 
being ignored,  

find a way to include them. 
If someone has been knocked down, lift them 
up. 
 
Always remind people of their worth. Be who 
you needed when you were going through hard 
times. 
 
Just one small act of kindness could mean the 
world to someone. 
 

Always be kind! 
 

 

Pastor Appreciation 

Sunday 

 

On Sunday, October 21st 

we celebrated Pastor 

Appreciation Month.  

During Joys and 

Celebrations,  several 

spoke of how Pastor Joe 

has touched their lives. 

 After Children’s Story Time in which Phyllis 

brought in Lynn’s carved pumpkin for Pastor 

Joe (such talent!).   

 

During Coffee Hour 

after our Worship 

Service we enjoyed a 

cupcake cake made 

up of vanilla and 

chocolate cupcakes.  

Many sent in cards for Pastor Joe to enjoy in 

his quiet time.   

 

We are very grateful for Pastor Joe’s Spiritual 

Leadership and all he does for each and every 

one of us, our families and our community.  

 

 
 

Pastor 
Appreciation! 
 
I am so blessed 
serving our Lord 
here with you. I’m 
thinking with your 
outpouring of 
friendship  every day 
is Pastor 
Appreciation Day.   
 
I so greatly 
appreciate your 

thoughts and note cards shared,  the Dinner 
gift from the Staff Parish Relations Committee 
your prayers and the love and artistry 

expressed in the pumpkin 🎃 too!  

 
Mine are prayers of gratitude for the Spirit that 
through the Bishop and Cabinet that brought 
me here with you to be in ministry with the 
community.   
 
I am living in the great blessings of God each 
day. 
Pastor Joe 
 

https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!Ctb8vFgYTxIdQGUDDL9HbsQ8H0tQPbCIyQmJT0RPT2pJvu1lGzCsATsZunQLiHUttQfFAsG+NslUjKbZSUC7Oo


More sessions, updates to New England 

General Conference delegation listening 

sessions 

The New England delegation to the General 
Conference wants to take time to listen to the 
concerns and questions from the people of 
New England Conference as we prepare for 
the special session of General Conference 
Feb. 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis to decide on the 
future of the denomination relating to same-sex 
unions and the ordination of LGBTQ people. At 
the end of this listening period, the delegation 
hopes to have a clearer understanding of the 
diverse feelings within the Conference. Click 
the links below for details about that session. 

 
6-8 p.m. Nov. 7, 2018, Thornton Heights UMC, 
South Portland, ME 
 
10 a.m. Dec. 1, 2018, First UMC, Bangor, ME 
   
6:30-8 p.m. Dec. 9, 2018, Pleasant Street 
UMC, Waterville ME 

 

 
Advent and Christmas Worship Theme 

Silent Night – All is Calm, All is Bright 

2018 is the 200th anniversary of this hymns first 

being sung during a Christmas Eve worship 

service. 

This year we will enter into this lyric, melody 

and the spirit of this great hymn of the church 

and allow this to carry us into and through the 

season.   

May we learn and remember the holy stillness 

and trust that this hymn evokes is a reflection 

on faithful reliance, hope and courage found in 

God’s near and real presence.  This was not 

then, nor is it now what the world has to offer.   

Back in the 19th century “Salzburg had 
become a bleak and hopeless place: Since the 
year 1803, it had gone through five changes in 
rulers. Having risen from a clerical 
archbishopric to an electorate, it fell to Austria 
in 1806, three years later to France and in 1810 
to Bavaria. Only in the spring of 1816, the long 
period of insecurity, war and violence was 
coming to an end: On 1 May 1816, Salzburg 
was finally handed over back to Austria. 
Hunger and poverty were dominating the social 
landscape. The year 1815 made it into the 
history books as the “Year Without a Summer”. 
A volcano had erupted in Indonesia in April 
1815 and the enormous eruption negatively 
influenced the climates of many parts of the 
world for several years. Rain, cold and bad 
weather led to countless crop failures. In 1816, 
grain prices soared by 150 per cent in just a 
few months!” 
 
Europe in crisis 
“Silent Night” was created during a period of 
hunger and hardship. The song “Silent Night” 
came to be during an era when the entirety of 
Europe was in a state of dramatic transition. 
Political upheavals, wars and economic 
hardships bled and traumatized the peoples of 
the Archbishopric of Salzburg, the Habsburg 
Monarchy and Bavaria for decades.  
 
Napoleon had disempowered, looted and set 
fire to entire stretches of land through a series 
of wars and military campaigns. Additionally, a 
natural catastrophe with dire consequences 

https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!x7RzcwXbTKkQHBl6+mKpLwselWvK-PIcFTbbHFY3FoHsI62-glYnVfzZ-dQFjSk-1p5uC-Z1lfRz8dTcP6uxcg
https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!x7RzcwXbTKkQHBl6+mKpLwselWvK-PIcFTbbHFY3FoHsI62-glYnVfzZ-dQFjSk-1p5uC-Z1lfRz8dTcP6uxcg
https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!JgctE0Tng8JYObXh4MrjT6oOZeFivE+-lAIPt74pSL5kmrCngmTtXdgZ8SxaoYveeW4CGKzmTeC8u-JMw1s9m8
https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!JBJw3n4prA6-tF6fOaFvaRJu9vuQAaqdZIbsFHu-g8vgnJSaVQrKgv85g63P-aF+VCZ-PLpVEpGTzvDUMpyVjA
https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!JBJw3n4prA6-tF6fOaFvaRJu9vuQAaqdZIbsFHu-g8vgnJSaVQrKgv85g63P-aF+VCZ-PLpVEpGTzvDUMpyVjA


came to haunt Europe in the years 1816: Crop 
failures, debts and a “Year Without a Summer” 
led to hunger and even more hardship.  
In 1816, the Austrian and Bavarian populations 
fell victim to a natural catastrophe they had 
never seen before. A gigantic volcano eruption 
in April 1815 on a small Indonesian island 
triggered dramatic climate changes across 
continental Europe one year later: Around the 
world, average temperatures fell by one to two 
degrees. The harvest withered away in the 
never-ending rain and summer-time snowfall. 
Especially the farmers of Salzburg, Tirol and 
Upper Austria had to carry the burden. In light 
of the failed harvests and famines, the farmers 
fell into despair and apathy. People perceived 
the catastrophe as “punishment from God”. 
The year 1816 went down in history as the 
“Year Without a Summer”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Against this backdrop, Joseph Mohr composed his 
poem “Silent Night” in 1816. On Christmas 1818, 
he passed the lyrics to Franz Xaver Gruber, who 
added a melody. The result was a Christmas 
message filled with hope and solace.” 
 
https://www.stillenacht.com/en/  © Stille Nacht - 

SalzburgerLand Tourismus GmbH in cooperation with 

Tirol Werbung GmbH, Oberösterreich Tourismus GmbH 

and Tourismus Salzburg GmbH 

This year, in our time now, may we reclaim 

our whole reliance on God.  May we claim 

hope, peace, courage and conviction as we 

pick up this song as we live and move together 

through the days before us.  With the angels let 

us sing… Christ the Savior is born!
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Union Church of Belgrade Lakes 

United Methodist Church 

67 Main Street 

P.O. Box 133  

Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love 

 in all that we say and do…  

 

Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the manner of 

Christ, where all are welcome and cared for… 


