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FRIENDS 
AND 

NEIGHBOR 
LUNCHEON 

 

 
 

 
Soups, sandwiches, 

desserts and     
                       more! 

 
Thursday, October 11, 2018  

from 11:30 to 1pm.   
 

 
We will have a 
game of Trivia 

 
 
 

Come Join in the fellowship with our 
friends throughout the community. 

 
 
 
 

   

How to Recover When You’ve Blown It 
By Chip Ingram 

Some of us have things in a big, dark, ugly 
past that no one knows, and we’d be ashamed 
if anyone did. 

For some, it’s the abortion. For others, it’s the 
affair, the one-night stand on the business trip. 
For some, it’s the time they flat out stole 
something and got away with it. Still others 
secretly spend a lot of time on the internet 
hooked on pornography. 

Regardless of what it is, most of us have 
blown it at some point. The question is, 
“How do you recover?’ 

How do you overcome the guilt and the shame 
and the embarrassment? How do you ever get 
right with God again and experience His 
fellowship? 

God has given us the answer in Psalm 51. This 
is David’s prayer after his friend Nathan 
confronted him about his sin. 
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Have mercy on me, O God, according to 
your unfailing love; according to your great 
compassion blot out my transgressions. 
Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me 
from my sin. For I know my 
transgressions, and my sin is always before 
me. Against you, you only, have I sinned 
and done what is evil in your sight; so you 
are right in your verdict and justified when 
you judge. Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful 
from the time my mother conceived me. Yet 
you desired faithfulness even in the 
womb; you taught me wisdom in that secret 
place. (Psalm 51:1-6) 

David was a great and godly man who 
committed adultery and murder, and yet he 
knew God better than probably any of us will 
ever know Him. In a moment of weakness, he 
made a disastrous mistake and then did what 
most of us do. Instead of owning it early, he 
tried to hide it and cover up. 

We are all sinners by nature, and we all make 
mistakes. But when we try to cover up our sin 
and keep it secret, its impact grows. 

The good news is this: With God, failure is 
never final. God wants to restore us.  

So what’s our part? How do we recover from 
our mistakes? 

Here are three steps: 

1. Get honest. Get it out in the open. Stop 
the secrecy. Stop rationalizing. Stop 
minimizing. Stop reframing it. Stop 
saying everyone else does it. Stop 
comparing yourself to someone else 
that does it worse. Do what David did. 
He got to the point when he said, “I have 
sinned against the Lord.” This is the 
most difficult step. 

2. Ask God for forgiveness. When 
confronted, David prayed to God and 
said, “Have mercy on me … wash away 
all my iniquity and cleanse me from all 
my sin.” David didn’t try to cut a deal or 
negotiate a settlement. He didn’t say, 
“Now, God, I’ll do this if You do this.” 
Instead, he said, “Help me! Forgive me. 

Cleanse me.” If you’ve never done that, 
get honest and then ask God to forgive 
you. He wants to. 
I’ve done some dumb things, some bad 
things, and some sinful things in my life. 
Then I would often feel really bad for 
two or three weeks while I’d try to do 
good things to balance out the bad 
things. But nothing would help. What 
I’ve learned is that it’s only when I’ve 
gotten honest with God, and said, “I 
blew it. Help me!” that I’ve received His 
grace. We get grace because God is 
looking for truth in the innermost man. 

3. Receive His forgiveness. When 
Nathan said, “The Lord has forgiven 
you,” David didn’t go back into the 
palace and say, “But I just can’t forgive 
myself. I know God has forgiven me but 
I just can’t forgive myself.” David 
received God’s cleansing and 
restoration. We can, too. Do you 
struggle with forgiving yourself? I know I 
have. 
But, remember, Christ died on the cross 
for all our sin. He paid for our sin: past, 
present, and future. The moment we 
trust Christ, we are positionally right in 
our relationship with God. But we also 
need to confess our sin, agree with God 
about it, and accept His forgiveness to 
really experience the benefits. 
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS  
 
SUNDAY OCTOBER 14TH 
 
 

During our 9:30 Worship Service we will have a 
special time to bless our beloved pets. Feel 
free to bring your furry friends. 



Maple Syrup $12 per 
pint  
 

We still have 10 pints 
and 1 half pint left for 
sale. 
 
These make great 
Christmas Presents. 
 

We support the ministry at the United 
Methodist Economic Ministry in Salem 
Township, as we extend the grace of God 
outward regionally. 100%, all of the funds 
raised from sales go directly to the Economic 
Ministries that help folks, that equip them for 
work readiness and life; Home Repairs, Thrift 
Shop, Food Cupboard, Christmas Gifts, Winter 
Clothing (New Coats and Boots), Backpacks 
(school supplies, essential clothing) Program, 
Life Skills, work. 
 

 
Our 2018/2019 Global Mission 

Initiative is happening right in our 
backyard with the  

United Methodist Economic Ministry 
in Salem Township, Maine 

 
https://www.umeconomicministry.com/ 

 
 

Joys & Celebrations Total 
As of 9/23/18: $2,239 

 
Our December 31st Goal 

is $2,500 
 

Thank you for helping us 
exceed this! 

 
 
 

Following Worship, keep a watchful eye out 
for the big screen TV slide presentation that  

highlights this ministry 
 
United Methodist Economic Ministry 
Program Include: 
 
Salem & Solon Thrift Shops 

Salem, Solon and Howland Food Cupboards 
Maple Syrup 
Backpacks and Sneakers 
Emergency Heating Assistance 
Fire Victims Assistance 
Warming Center (Jan – April) 
Prom Shop 
Christmas Shoppe 
Community Garden  
 
Summer mission groups provide home repair, 
accessibility ramps and winter weatherization 
with efficient windows and doors.  
 

 
Their vision is to support healthy communities 
that adapt to the changing environment in the 
region.  They are providing both educational 
and material support towards self sufficiency in 
this region of severe economic challenge.  
With dignity and grace, they are working to 
build sustainable communities.   
 

Monthly we will provide updates to the various 
programs of their ministries.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The United Methodist Women-UMW-will be 

providing their outline for their 2018 
activities soon.   

 
Our regular meetings are the third Saturday 
of the month from 9AM to 10:30AM in 
Friendship Hall.  
 

 
November 17th    Thanksgiving Program and  
                           Community Food Drive 
 
December 9th      Christmas Trip to the Victoria  
                           House (Portland) 
 
 

Come to our next Event 
All Welcome!  

 
 

https://www.umeconomicministry.com/


 
Meetings at a Glance:  

October 2018 

 

 

 

Staff Parish Relations:  10/1 @ 6 p.m. 

 

Prayer Shawl: 10/8 and 10/22 @ 1 p.m. 

NOTE: Change in Time  

 

Finance Committee:  10/23 @ 6:30 a.m.  

 

Church Council: 10/28 @ 10:45 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        2018 

CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
            

       
 
Harvest Festival  
(Saturday, October 6th) 
 
Christmas Stroll  
(Saturday, December 1st) 
 
 

 

  

 

Fall Bible Study 

 

The Call by Adam 

Hamilton 

 

 

 

Beginning Wednesday, September 26th through 

October 31st; from 11 a.m. to Noon we will 

follow the missionary trail of Apostle Paul 

through the sites of the early first century 

church. As we learn of Paul’s life and message 

may we be guided to hear our own gospel call.   

A donation of $15 for the book and DVD would 

help offset the costs; but not necessary. Please 

join us.   

 

 
 

 

 

Our Mission 
Ministries 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Through the year in this Newsletter we 
highlight our mission projects and programs 
where we serve God through Christlike 
compassion, mercy and transformation; 
reaching out, lifting up, building up. Here is a 
listing of some of the ways so far during 
2018 you contributed to missions through 
your support received in our weekly worship 
offerings, pledges and special giving. 
 

The Good Shepherd Food Bank 
With a gift of $500 during September we will 
support this work that provides food to local 
food banks throughout Maine. “Feeding 
families living with food insecurity makes an 
impact that goes beyond a nutritious meal.”  
 
The Belgrade Rome Food Pantry with special 
monthly “Wish List” donations; January through 
August we’ve been fillin’ our shopping cart.  -
Many thanks. 



Ever notice the sign at the Belgrade Ball 
Park?  $150 during April supports this local 
youth program and shares our active presence 
in the community in Christ’s service. 
 
Maine Justice Foundation, Augusta, 
Maine. With a gift of $500 in March we 
supported this work that serves the LGBT, gay 
community those of whom are among the poor 
and vulnerable among us, facing issues of 
employment and housing discrimination, 
domestic violence, homelessness. In this 
manner we extend our church Welcoming 
Statement into the community beyond our own 
worship doors. 
 
Messalonskee High School -Each year their 
empty Bowls project supports our local Food 
cupboards and the Food Cupboard at the High 
School we contributed $50 towards this in 
March. In June we look to provide leadership 
and participation in their Baccalaureate 
program for new graduates. 
United Methodist Economic Ministry in 
Salem Township (UMEM); Weekly Joys and 
Celebrations contributions, $741.00.  2018 
begins our two-year Global Mission 
Initiative here in Maine our annual goal is 
$2,500. 
 
We have Pints and Quarts of Maple Syrup 
again this year for your Summer enjoyment 
and purchasing.  With Fair Trade pricing 100% 
of the purchase price goes to assist their 
ministry programs that transform lives in here 
in Maine; $600 
 
Bread of Life Shelter and Meal Programs, 
Augusta.  Through the year, each month we 
provide a Tuesday evening meal for the 
residence there.  It’s been a blessing to meet 
folks there and see how this ministry gives 
them both shelter and a boost to what is next 
as they move forwards in life by God’s grace. 
With a gift of $500 in February we equip there 
program there. 
 

Maine Adaptive Sports received $50 during 
February as an affirmation of their annual Ski-
A-Thon that supports programs that empower 
adaptive athletes towards a healthy, active and 
rewarding life. 

Neighbors Driving Neighbors, this local 
ministry program serving to help folks who 
would be otherwise home bound is supported 
with our $500 gift in January and through the 
engagement of those offering to serve as 
drivers, and part of the programs leadership 

 
Winthrop, Maine: United Methodist Camp 
Mechuwana.  Scholarship support of campers 
in the amount of $500.  This donation was sent 
on May 15th.  The year-round camp and youth 
programs happening there transforms lives of 
children and youth. 
 

 

 

 
Our ministry with those residing at the Bread of 
Life Shelter has become an opportunity for a 
fulfillment of our 
membership vows;  
 
To serve Christ 
through the ministries 
of the church, with our 
prayers, presence, 
gifts, service, and 
witness.  
 
While others take 
lead in this 30 year+ 
ministry, we are collaborating to be a means of 
God’s grace.  
 
Many thanks to those that provided donations 
for this meal, and transported them to 155 
Hospital Street, Augusta on Tuesday, 
September 18, 2018; Lynn McClure, Colleen 
Crabiel (by monetary donation) and Kathy. We 
had a delicious turkey casserole, rotisserie 
chickens, garden salads and pies.   
 
 



Our next time of service and delivery will 
be on Tuesday, October 16, 2018.  
 
Give us your thoughts on what the meal should 
consist of and let’s try and get as great of a 
response as we did in October!   
 
Won’t you please join us and drop off your 
donations. 
 
There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall for  
those wanting to designate their participation in 
this ministry.  Thank you! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Union Church Memorial Garden 
 
 

New Memorial Stone to be installed soon. 
In preparation for the installation of our next 
Memorial Stone, plans are underway to open 
suitable space among the plantings on the 
southside of the garden walkway.  This new 
Memorial Stone will be used for those interred 
on the southside of the garden and for new 
memorial inscriptions of remembrance. The 
new Memorial Stone will generally resemble 
the large double-faced stone on the northside 
as to basic shape and inscription layout.  
This project will be funded by several means, 
including funds from the Memorial Garden 
operating account and a pledge to assist from 
the Endowment Committee.  As with prior 
Memorial Stone installations, there may be 
those who would like to make a gift donation 
towards the purchase and installation of this 
new Memorial Stone. 
 

These are three giving options that would each 
support this project towards a timely 

completion and the Memorial Garden 
operations: 

 

• $1,000 will purchase an interment lot 
with perpetual care and engraving for 
one.  This could be designated for either 
the northside or the southside section.  
Engraving will be done on the Memorial 
Stone consistent with lot choice (north or 
southside). 

 

• $1,000 will purchase a memorial 
inscription of remembrance of one name 
with dates on the new southside 
Memorial Stone. This will also provide for 
a gift towards the new stone purchase 
and installation. 

 

• Heartfelt gifts of any amount towards the 
purchase and installation of the new 
Memorial Stone are graciously 
welcomed.  

 

This $5,000 project will be greatly supported by 
new purchases and gifts and in this way 
alleviates the use of other financial sources 
keeping these available for other future 
ministries and work. 
Each of these purchases and gifts towards this 
project will be remembered by name in our 
new Memorial Garden Remembrance Book.  
Please contact the church office with questions 
or for further arrangements towards giving 
methods. Church Office contact:  
1-207-495-3599 or email: 
unionchurch@myfairpoint.net  
 
On September 19th, Rock and Daniel prepared 
to set the foundation of our new (and third) 
Memorial 
Stone in our 
Memorial 
Garden. 
Remembering 
the Legacy of 
the saints now 
gone before 
us we live into 
ministries 
today in preparations of those to come.  
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We’ve come to the 

garden.  

From signing up, to 

showing up, and now 

engaged in a ministry of 

sacred honor of those 

gone before us in the 

Memorial Garden. What 

ministry are you being 

called to. -will you 

respond to?  Harriet and 

Carlos worked for 

several hours on 

Wednesday, September 

19th cleaning up the garden beds.  

 Thank You Harriet and Carlos   

 

 

Please prayerfully consider your legacy and 

pledge response today... 

As a congregation, we  
are preparing to provide a  

Legacy of hope and joy 
 for those coming along. 

 
Stewardship Campaign  

for our 2019 Ministry 
 

Our 2019 financial goal is to fully fund our 
ministries through pledges and offerings.  To 

fully fund our 2019 ministries including the 
operation and upkeep of our ministry 

facility we anticipate a need for $172,943.  
Of this amount, we need to receive 

approximately $120,000 in pledges for 2019. 

 
September 23rd, 2018 Update 

 
Thank you for your participation 

 and prayers! 
 

Current Results: 36 Pledges,  
with 6 new pledges, and 

 15 with increases over last year;  
these total $82,030. 

 
With your support, we are well on 

 our way towards our ministry 
 

 Goals: 1. 56 pledges,  
2. Including 5 new pledges,  

3. Totaling $120,000  
 

Do you need a pledge card? 
Xtras are placed on the organ and we have 

 plenty in the office… 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

Letter from 

Tony, Finance 

Chair 
 

According to Merriam-Webster, a STEWARD is 

one who is actively concerned with the direction 

of the affairs of an ‘organization’.  Applying that 

definition to Union Church, the ’organization’ is 

Union Church and the ‘affairs’ are ALL of the 

activities that are sponsored by or through Union 

Church --- those activities associated with Worship, 

with Nurture, and with Outreach. Everything that 

Union Church does and is depends on the 

generosity and commitment of its members.  We 

are living a Legacy and we hope to leave a Legacy 

for future generations. 

 

By being part of the stewardship campaign, you are 

actively engaged in determining the future of Union 

Church and those choices impact us individually, as 

well as a congregation, and they impact our 

community in innumerable ways.  

 



Union Church has been blessed to have had Pastor 

Joe and Heidi with us at the ‘helm’ since July 2014.  

With Pastor Joe’s retirement looming, Union 

Church will transition to the appointment of a new 

pastor in midyear.  The Church’s Ministry Needs 

Budget projections for 2019 of $172,943 include a 

significant lump sum to be applied toward that 

transition, i.e., moving and relocation expenses.  

The 2019 budget represents an increase of 4.4% 

over our current budget of $165,643.  That increase 

is largely associated with the transition expenses. 

 

Following a successful Stewardship Campaign in 

August, Union Church has, as of September 18, 

received 36 pledges for 2019 totaling, $82,030.  Of 

those pledges, 6 are new.  Last year we received a 

total of 51 pledges totaling $113,364. Our goal is to 

receive at least 56 pledges, of which at least 5 

would be new, totaling a minimum of $120,000.  

The Finance Committee plans to finalize the 

budget at its October 23, 2018, meeting and to 

seek approval of the Church Council in 

November. 

If you are among those who have already 

responded and have returned a pledge card, 

THANK YOU for your support and for being a 

faithful STEWARD!  If you have not yet responded, 

the Finance Committee would encourage you to 

think and pray over your decision and respond as 

soon as possible to facilitate a more accurate 

budget projection for 2019. 

 

Together, we can and will do GREAT things in the 

year ahead.  Each of us is being called to be a 

steward, to grow the Church, and to be the hands 

of Christ in our community and to one another.  

Join us in celebrating the success of our joint vision 

and mission for Union Church!  

Tony Mastromarino, 

Chair, Finance Committee 

 
 
 
 
 

See You Next 
Summer;  

Stay in Touch 
Over the 

Winter Months 
 

It is so hard to 
believe that 
most all of our 
Summer Folks 
have headed 
back to their 
Winter Homes.  
We have so 

enjoyed our fellowship time with you over the 
summer.  We pray that your travels are safe 
and will keep you and your families in our 
prayers over the Winter.  We will keep in touch 
through our emails/calls and Newsletters.  
Please call or contact us if you would like any 
prayer request during our Worship Services.  
We look forward to seeing you again in June.   
 

 
 

 
 

HARVEST  FESTIVAL 
2018 

 
Summer has flown by and now it is that 

time of year again when plans are 
getting underway for Union Church’s 

annual Harvest Festival. 
 

Octoberfest is on October 6, 2018  
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 
We are looking for the following items:  
Yard sale type items, homemade canned 
goods, jams, pickles, 
crafts, carvings, baked 
goods, frozen soups 
(containers will be 
provided), jewelry, 
Christmas and or Halloween decorations you 
no longer want to keep.   

 
Whatever you are able to contribute;  

we will be very grateful to receive. 
 



We would also like several volunteers to sign 
up to make soups for the Autumn Café.  We 
also need many volunteers to help the Friday 
before, 10/5 @ 9 a.m. to set up and many the 
day of this event. 
Please contact Kathy Gerard (Chair) at 
kakoala5@gmail.com to let her know you 
would like to donate, help set up/clean up after 
the event or volunteer the day of.   
 
Silent Auction:  If you know any shopkeepers; 
please see if they would be willing to donate 
something to our Silent Auction.  Look for 
“really good” things in your attic or basement 
that you can donate to the auction, or make 
something using your special talents.  Or how 
about this- a gift certificate for a homemade 
dessert or dinner every other month (or 
something like that).  Please contact Carol 
Johnson at caroljohnson@allstate.com if you 
have something you are willing donate.  
 
There is a sign up sheet hanging on the 
doors in Friendship Hall; please prayerfully 
consider Volunteering in any way you are 
able.  Many Hands Make Light Work and It 
truly is a very fun day! 
 

Thank you and God Bless! 

 

 
Church Conference 
 
November 6, 2018 
 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Staff 
Parish Relations will 
meet with Karen 

Munson, District Superintendent.   
 
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. we as Church Members will 
meet with her.  Please post on your calendars 
and plan on attending this very important 
meeting with our District Superintendent.  
 
 

 

 

 
Date: October 7, 2018  
World Communion Sunday 
  
Observed on the first Sunday in October, this 
day calls the Church to be the universal, 
inclusive Church. 
  
The day was first observed by Presbyterians in 
1936, “This was their attempt to bring churches 
together in a service of Christian unity—in 
which everyone might receive both inspiration 
and information, and above all, to know how 
important the Church of Jesus Christ is, and 
how each congregation is interconnected one 
with another. 
  
This observance was adopted by the Federal 
Council of Churches in 1940, and shortly 
thereafter observed in Methodist and 
Evangelical United Brethren churches. 
 
 

  

Advent and Christmas Worship Theme 

Silent Night – All is Calm, All is Bright 

2018 is the 200th anniversary of this hymns first 

being sung during a Christmas Eve worship 

service. 
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This year we will enter into this lyric, melody 

and the spirit of this great hymn of the church 

and allow this to carry us into and through the 

season.   

May we learn and remember the holy stillness 

and trust that this hymn evokes is a reflection 

on faithful reliance, hope and courage found in 

God’s near and real presence.  This was not 

then, nor is it now what the world has to offer.   

Back in the 19th century “Salzburg had 
become a bleak and hopeless place: Since the 
year 1803, it had gone through five changes in 
rulers. Having risen from a clerical 
archbishopric to an electorate, it fell to Austria 
in 1806, three years later to France and in 1810 
to Bavaria. Only in the spring of 1816, the long 
period of insecurity, war and violence was 
coming to an end: On 1 May 1816, Salzburg 
was finally handed over back to Austria. 
Hunger and poverty were dominating the social 
landscape. The year 1815 made it into the 
history books as the “Year Without a Summer”. 
A volcano had erupted in Indonesia in April 
1815 and the enormous eruption negatively 
influenced the climates of many parts of the 
world for several years. Rain, cold and bad 
weather led to countless crop failures. In 1816, 
grain prices soared by 150 per cent in just a 
few months!” 
 
Europe in crisis 
“Silent Night” was created during a period of 
hunger and hardship. The song “Silent Night” 
came to be during an era when the entirety of 
Europe was in a state of dramatic transition. 
Political upheavals, wars and economic 
hardships bled and traumatized the peoples of 
the Archbishopric of Salzburg, the Habsburg 
Monarchy and Bavaria for decades.  
 
Napoleon had disempowered, looted and set 
fire to entire stretches of land through a series 
of wars and military campaigns. Additionally, a 
natural catastrophe with dire consequences 

came to haunt Europe in the years 1816: Crop 
failures, debts and a “Year Without a Summer” 
led to hunger and even more hardship.  
In 1816, the Austrian and Bavarian populations 
fell victim to a natural catastrophe they had 
never seen before. A gigantic volcano eruption 
in April 1815 on a small Indonesian island 
triggered dramatic climate changes across 
continental Europe one year later: Around the 
world, average temperatures fell by one to two 
degrees. The harvest withered away in the 
never-ending rain and summer-time snowfall. 
Especially the farmers of Salzburg, Tirol and 
Upper Austria had to carry the burden. In light 
of the failed harvests and famines, the farmers 
fell into despair and apathy. People perceived 
the catastrophe as “punishment from God”. 
The year 1816 went down in history as the 
“Year Without a Summer”. 
 
Against this backdrop, Joseph Mohr composed his 
poem “Silent Night” in 1816. On Christmas 1818, 
he passed the lyrics to Franz Xaver Gruber, who 
added a melody. The result was a Christmas 
message filled with hope and solace.” 
 
https://www.stillenacht.com/en/  © Stille Nacht - 

SalzburgerLand Tourismus GmbH in cooperation with 

Tirol Werbung GmbH, Oberösterreich Tourismus GmbH 

and Tourismus Salzburg GmbH 

This year, in our time now, may we reclaim 

our whole reliance on God.  May we claim 

hope, peace, courage and conviction as we 

pick up this song as we live and move together 

through the days before us.  With the angels let 

us sing… Christ the Savior is born! 

https://www.stillenacht.com/en/
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Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love 

 in all that we say and do…  

 

Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the manner of 

Christ, where all are welcome and cared for… 


