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THANK YOU! 

 

Through your 

generous 

donations during 

Joys and 

Celebrations, 

over three 

Sundays of 

September ; you donated $2,010.00!  

What a wonderful response to this much 

needed Ministry to UMCOR (United 

Methodist Commission on Relief)!   

 

 

 

 
UMCOR Responds to Current Disasters 

Around the World 

 
In the wake of recent disasters in the United 
States and abroad, the United Methodist 
Committee On Relief (UMCOR) is working to 
fulfill unmet food, clean water, temporary 
shelter, hygiene supplies, and non-food item 
needs. While UMCOR is not a first-response 
organization, we stand ready to accompany 
communities in need of long-term recovery. 
 

Sierra 
Leone   

In immediate response to the tragic 
mudslide in Sierra Leone, UMCOR 
awarded a grant of $10,000 to The 
United Methodist Church of Sierra 
Leone for emergency provision of 
food. Today, UMCOR is working 
with regional partners to provide 
tents, water filters, water 
containers, bedding, and hygiene 
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kits for internally displaced families. 
  

Texas Following Harvey’s aftermath, 
UMCOR awarded a $10,000 
emergency grant to Texas Annual 
Conference and a $10,000 
emergency grant to Rio Texas 
Annual Conference in immediate 
response to the storm. Cathy Earl, 
UMCOR’s director of U.S. Disaster 
Response, visited both affected 
conferences to discuss recovery 
programs.  

Louisiana Cathy Earl, UMCOR’s director of 
U.S. Disaster Response, visited 
with Louisiana’s Annual 
Conference Disaster Coordinator. 
Louisiana Annual Conference has 
Early Response Teams and 
volunteers deployed to assist 
communities with flood damage 
caused by Hurricane Harvey. 
UMCOR is anticipating awarding a 
grant to the conference to assist 
with relief and recovery programs.  
  

Florida Following Hurricanes Harvey and 
Irma, Cathy Earl visited impacted 
conferences and United Methodist 
Churches in Florida and Texas. 
Earl met with CDRCs, local 
churches, and disaster response 
volunteers while actively engaging 
and working with cleanup crews. 
UMCOR will support its partners 
and conferences impacted by the 
hurricanes through grants and 
technical guidance. After 
assessments are complete, 
UMCOR anticipates granting 
additional funds to the impacted 
conferences. Florida is working with 
affiliates to begin the next phases 
of relief and early recovery. 
   

Georgia Following Hurricane Irma, 
UMCOR’s U.S. disaster response 
program manager, Scott Tibbetts, 
and disaster response consultant, 

Barbara Tripp, traveled to the 
South Georgia Annual Conference 
to meet with conference leadership 
and support relief and recovery 
operations.   

South 
Carolina 

To address damages caused by 
Hurricane Irma, the South Carolina 
Conference organized assessment 
teams to address develop recovery 
programming. UMCOR is awaiting 
completed assessments and is 
ready to offer support as needed.   

U.S. 
Territories 

Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands suffered major damage 
from both Hurricane Irma and 
Hurricane Maria. UMCOR’s 
partners in Puerto Rico have invited 
UMCOR support for relief supplies 
and other commodities. UMCOR is 
prepared to offer additional support 
through funding, training, and 
project development upon request. 
  

Non-U.S. 
Territories 

 UMCOR is communicating with its 
partners in the Caribbean and 
awaiting an assessment from them 
to provide effective relief to those 
affected by hurricanes Irma and 
Maria. 

Mexico Devastating earthquakes in Mexico 
killed at least 320 and caused 
widespread damage to homes, 
hospitals, and government 
infrastructure. UMCOR is in 
communication with the local 
Methodist Church and is ready to 
respond to partners’ requests for 
relief and recovery 
assistance. Global Ministries two 
missionaries, Hector LaPorta and 
Amanda Cherry, are serving in 
Mexico City, Mexico. Both reported 
they are safe and accounted for. 
Though the impact of the 
earthquake was widespread in 
Mexico City, the neighborhoods 
where they live were not as heavily 
damaged as others in the city. Both 
missionaries are actively working 



with volunteers from the Methodist 
Church and from local universities 
to assist with clean up and 
assessment. The community is in 
great need of pastoral support as 
many people have died because of 
the earthquake. There is also need 
for housing, food, and non-food 
items for families who have lost 
their homes.         
                                                          
                   

 
Learn more about UMCOR's response to 
current disasters: 

 Hurricane Harvey 
 Hurricane Irma 
 Hurricane Maria 
 Earthquakes in Mexico 
 Mudslide in Sierra Leone   
 West Coast Forest Fires 

Learn how you and your church can respond to 
current disasters and support UMCOR’s 
efforts. 
 
UMCOR in the news:  
USA Today Article  
CNN’s Charitable List – Impact Your World 
The Washington Times Article 
United Methodist News Service – “Churches 
helping one bucket at a time” 
Times News - Kingsport Tennessee Article 
Cape May County Herald Article 
Gulf Breeze News Article 
Sun Community News Article 
United Methodist News Service - "UMCOR is 
there for the long haul" 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article by  

Bonnie McKernan 

Guest Contributor 

Seven Steps to Strengthen Prayer 

My struggles with prayer run deep. The 
spiritual deserts in my life have always been 
accompanied by a parched prayer life. 
Eventually, I came to realize this was not only 
a symptom, but a cause. I was neglecting the 
very thing that would satisfy my weary, thirsty 
soul. I was ignoring the path that would not 
only lead me out of the desert, but keep me out 
of the wilderness in the first place. 
I often fall short of my good intentions when I 
fail to view prayer as a discipline that needs to 
be learned and practiced and developed. We 
speak frequently of the importance of prayer, 
but often don’t know (or forget) the “hows” of 
prayer. Even Jesus’s own disciples had to ask 
Jesus how to pray (Luke 11:1). They saw 
something in the way he prayed so fervently 
and intimately to his Father that made them 
long to do the same. Lord, teach us to pray! 
While it won’t be the same for everyone, seven 
specific actions have really helped me in my 
battle against a weak prayer life. 
 
Preparing to Pray 
 
1. Set prayer apart. The more we pray, the 
more we want to pray. To do this, you need to 
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build it into the rhythm of your day any way you 
can: set alarms, leave notes, put it in your day 
planner. Prayer is a practice that requires 
discipline and perseverance, and we should 
own the cost. Prayer is the greatest act of our 
day, and we must fight for it. And not just in 
times of need. It matters how we train and 
prepare for the battle. 
2. Learn to withdraw. Pull away from 
distractions — the phone, the computer, the 
TV, the constant noise of modern life — and 
find a way to separate yourself so you can be 
and feel “shut in with God.” It can be a 
challenge when you work away from home for 
long hours or are sharing your house from 
dawn-to-dusk with a bunch of loud and 
energetic children, but make it a priority. Your 
car on lunch break, a quiet corner in the office, 
a closet in between meals or feedings or 
naptimes, or simply the quiet of your heart if 
that’s all you can muster. But find solitude, and 
pray (Luke 4:42; 5:16; 22:41). 
3. Have a posture of prayer. Do what you need 
to help you focus on what it is that you’re 
doing. Kneel, stand, close your eyes, look to 
the heavens — when your body is focused, it’s 
often easier for your soul to follow. If able, pray 
out loud. I’ve found that just softly whispering 
during my private prayer time is quiet enough 
that it doesn’t inhibit the flow of my praying, but 
loud enough that it keeps my mind from 
wandering. As C.S. Lewis observes, “The body 
ought to pray as well as the soul. Body and 
soul are both better for it.” 
 
Practicing Prayer 
 
4. Pray Scripture. This is a great way to start. 
What joy it brings to a father to know his 
children hear his words, cherish them, believe 
them to be true, and then speak them back to 
him. So much of my prayers are “plagiarized” 
Scripture. Without even realizing it, they 
become the vocabulary of my prayers, 
sometimes because the beautiful promises 
make my heart sing, and sometimes because 
all I can do is desperately cling to his words. 

 Show me your glory (Exodus 33:18). 
Turn my eyes from worthless things (Psalm 
119:37). 

 Show me a sign of your goodness 
(Psalm 86:17). 

 Let no sin rule over me (Psalm 
119:133). 

 You are my Lord; apart from you I have 
no good thing (Psalm 16:2). 

5. Pray fervently. Praying should be active. We 
cannot truly come into contact with God and 
not be a different person, at least in some 
small degree, by the time we say, “Amen.” 
Struggle in prayer, wrestle with it, and let the 
Spirit move. Answers to prayer are a blessing, 
but prayer in and of itself is meant to be a 
blessing. Sometimes it feels like the moaning 
of parched lips in the desert, and we should 
still persevere because prayer is not just the 
fruit of spiritual life, but the means of attaining 
it. 
6. Pray specifically. Vagueness can be the 
death of prayer. Not that we can never be 
general, just not at the expense of praising 
God’s specific attributes, confessing specific 
sins, or thanking him and asking him for 
specific things. We must learn to pray 
specifically and boldly due to the status we 
have through Christ, while simultaneously 
being completely submissive to God’s will. Bold 
and expectant faith coupled with humble 
submission is a powerful thing. 
7. Pray for and with others. Prayer is meant to 
knit together the children of God, oftentimes, 
people we have never even met. We share a 
Father, we are family, and we should bear 
each other’s burdens in prayer. We become 
invested in each other’s struggles and 
triumphs. We start to care more about the 
people we pray for and less about ourselves. 
What a beautiful thing to come before our 
Father of one accord with the same appeals 
out of love and care for each other. Prayer 
binds the church together. 
Prayers Like Arrows 
 
Prayer is not a formula or something that only 
“works” if we do it perfectly, in just the right 
way. But it should never be careless. Careless 
prayers are like arrows that fall haphazardly at 
our feet. Prayers that we offer with little care or 
effort typically will do little after leaving our 
mouths (but be careful about underestimating 
God). On the other hand, when shot with 
strength and desire and fervor, our prayers fly 
swiftly toward heaven to the throne of God 
himself (Revelation 8:4): 
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It is not the arithmetic of our prayers — how 
many they be; 
nor the rhetoric of our prayers — how eloquent 
they be; 
nor their geometry — how long they be; 
nor their music — how sweet their voice may 
be; 
nor their logic — how argumentative they be; 
nor yet their method — how orderly they be; 
nor even their divinity — how good their 
doctrine may be, which God cares for: 
but it is the fervency of spirit which availeth 
much. 
(Bishop Joseph Hall, 1808) 
God loves to make his people into skilled 
archers in the discipline of prayer, with prayers 
like arrows — fervent and strong ones that 
change lives, bring healing, impact our nations, 
alter history, unite the church, and above all 
display God’s glory. 
 

 

 

 

In the blink of 
an eye 
everything can 
change. 

 

 

So forgive often and love with all of your 
heart. 

You never know when you may not have that 
chance again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRIENDS AND  

NEIGHBOR 

LUNCHEON 
 

 

 

Soups or Salads, sandwiches, 

desserts and more! 
 

 
Thursday, October 12, 2017  

from 11:30 to 1pm.   
 

Come Join in the fellowship with our 
friends throughout the community. 

 
 

Is Back  
  

 
Thank you Tim Pike and Kathy Gerard for 
hosting this luncheon in September.  
Louise and Phyllis for dessert and soup. 
 
Please consider donating a soup or 
dessert.  Please let Tim Pike or Kathy 
Gerard know if you are willing provide 
either of these items.   

 

 
Friends and 

Neighbor Luncheon,  
2nd Thursday 

A grateful 
conclusion. 

 
 

A ministry here since 2007.  During this time 
we have hosted thousands.  But more 
importantly we have provided not only a meal 
without charge but a place for welcome, 
conversation and community building. Here is 
a place to welcome friend, neighbor, and to 
find a new acquaintance.  This ministry began 
with the leadership of Tony and Nancy 
Mastromarino has been blessed not only by 
their commitment to host this each month, but 
by the many that join in the work with set up, 



providing soups, salads, desserts, and clean 
up.  To Tony and Nancy we thank you and 
with Jesus we say; "Well done good and 
faithful servants" (Matthew 25).  Now in these 
days they have come to retire from this 
particular ministry leadership.  We remain ever 
grateful for the ministry that invited so many to 
join in with them in this hosting.  We are 
grateful for this time, over a year, for 
conversation and discussions to equip a 
transition. 
 
The Luncheon will continue now in 
October.  We are grateful to Tim Pike and 
those that  joined in hosting this ministry for 
these past three months. The Friends and 
Neighbor ministry is now scheduled to 
conclude in October.  If - there is another - or 
others that are knowing a calling to lead this 
Luncheon ministry please contact Pastor Joe, 
or Tim and Shelly of our Missions Ministry 
Team. Are there new leaders?  Will you be 
among those that will bring this ministry to 
prayer? --prayers of thanksgiving for the 
leadership we have, prayers to discern, and to 
call and new leaders if this is to be, prayers to 
be with those that have come to attend this 
monthly luncheon, that have found a bit of joy, 
conversation and blessings through this time 
together.  We are blessed to be engaged with 
many wonderful community ministries.  God 
will equip, what God ordains. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Our Weekly Worship Joys & Celebration 
Contributions Supports our 

Global Mission Initiative W.a.S.H. 
 

The gift you brought Jesus; “whatever you have 
done to the least of these; you have done unto me”.   

(Matthew 25) 
 
 

As of 9/24/17 we have reached  $1,661.30  
We will now work towards our year end 

goal for 2017 of $2,500. 

In 2016 we sent to UMCOR a total of $2,678! 

 
WaSH, Water, Sanitation and Hygiene, our 

2016-2017 Global Mission Initiative is reaching 
out to those in need of the very water we have 
in such abundance here in Maine.  In local 
community settings the WaSH program 
through our United Methodist Commission on 
Relief (UMCOR) partners with other global and 
local agencies to help communities both here 
in the US and globally have clean, accessible 
water.  Our two year Mission Initiative Goal of 
$5,000 is being met with your generous 
contributions like those received at the start of 
each worship service with our Celebrations 
Prayers and Gifts.  May we reach out so others 
may sip fresh water.   With your generous gifts 
to this ministry, Jesus’ compassion and love 
are revealed, like an overflowing spring. 
Together we are accomplishing more than any 
one church, or community could do on their 
own.  Together we provide a mighty lift, an 
equipping hope and a Gospel fulfillment of 
Matthew 25 “Whatever you do unto the lest of 
these you have done unto me [Jesus].” 
 

 
 

The Essentials of  
Water, Sanitation,  

and Hygiene (WASH) 
 
Water, sanitation, and 
hygiene, known together 
as WASH, are essential 
for good health and well-

being. Water is used not only for drinking but 
also for bathing, cooking, cleaning, waste 
disposal, and agriculture. Yet, 783 million 
people around the world do not have reliable 
access to clean drinking water and even more 
people lack access to water for agriculture and 
other household tasks to meet their everyday 
needs. Around the world, 2.4 billion people lack 
adequate sanitation facilities. This lack of 
access to basic services results in more than 
1,000 children dying daily from diseases, many 
of which are entirely preventable when WASH 
is addressed and sustained at the community 
level. Many of Global Ministries’ WASH 



programs are accomplished through grants 
coordinated by its Global Health unit, 
supporting the work of partners, while others 
are implemented through the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) country offices. 
Grants support integrated programs whose 
solutions account for the need for behavioral 
changes while increasing access to improved 
water sources and sanitation facilities in the 
most vulnerable and disadvantaged 
communities. Every US $1 spent on water, 
sanitation, and hygiene generates US $4.30 in 
increased productivity and decreased health-
care costs. 

 
UMCOR partner in Pakistan, Gospel Life 
International Ministries, implemented WASH 
education trainings; installed hand pumps, 
handwashing basins, and flush/pit toilets; and 
formed six water management committees. 
Here, a couple of beneficiaries test a new 
water pump. PHOTO: GOSPEL LIFE 
INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES 
Working with Partners Global Ministries’ WASH 
program works with partners in the most 
disadvantaged countries for WASH within the 
UMC network, particularly in locations with 
repeated cholera or diarrhea outbreaks. The 
program prioritizes institutional WASH support 
to schools, health facilities, and churches to 
maximize the impact of the projects across a 
whole community. The WASH program 
supports projects implemented by local 
organizations whose staff and project 
personnel, including local engineering 
companies, are recruited locally to enable 
project sustainability and maintenance. Priority 
is extended to partners who can engage with 
selected communities for three to five years to 
build partnership and provide opportunities for 
yearly evaluations to assess progress. Global 
Health WASH grants extend beyond the 
UMCOR country offices to partners around the 
world. In 2016, in addition to UMCOR country 
office projects, WASH projects were funded in 
Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nicaragua, Bolivia, 
Guatemala, Côte d’Ivoire, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Uganda, and in the Red Bird 
Mission in Kentucky. Clean Water, Sanitation 
The WASH program helps communities 
rehabilitate existing water infrastructure or 
develop new sources of clean water and may 

also provide water filters or encourage new 
behaviors for treating water, such as solar 
disinfection or chlorination. Community 
members receive support and training so they 
can maintain their own water supply. Another 
priority is to help communities build improved 
and appropriate toilets that will be safe and 
hygienic for years to come, paying particular 
attention to the needs of women and their 
menstrual cycle needs. 
Simple actions can make a huge difference to 
people’s health. Only 19 percent of the world’s 
people wash their hands with soap after 
contact with feces. WASH helps to promote 
essential self and community hygiene 
practices, including hand washing and safe 
water storage, to keep disease at a distance 
and protect families so they can live healthier 
lives. 
In Zimbabwe, UMCOR Equips a Community to 
Ensure Safe Water 
By Admire Mukorera* 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The United Methodist Women-UMW-have 
outlined their activities for 2017. 

 
Our regular meetings are the third Saturday 
of the month from 9AM to 10:30AM in 
Friendship Hall.  
 
October 14th    Foliage Trip and Luncheon 
 
November 18th     Thanksgiving Program and  
                            Community Food Drive 
 
December 9th     Christmas Trip to the Botanical  
                            Gardens 
 
 

Come to our next Event 
All Welcome!  

 

 
 
 
 



Meetings: A Month At 
A Glance 

September 2017 

 

 

 

SPRC:  10/2 @ 6 

 

Prayer Shawl: 10/9 and 10/23 @ 1:00 p.m.   

NOTE: Change in Time 

 

Lay Leadership:  10/9 and 10/16 @ 6:30 
 

Church Council:  10/22 @10:45 
 

Church Conference: 10/22 4 p.m. – 6 p.m. 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES: 

Union Church ended 

2016 fiscally sound with 

income exceeding 

expenses by $4,808.  

The projected budget 

for 2016 included $10,000 of income from 

fundraisers.  In 2016 the Church’s five major 

fundraisers contributed $9,081 to the budget, or 

90.8% of our goal.  That was exceedingly good.  

That success was due in large measure to the 

dedication of those who coordinated each of the 

events: Italian Night Dinner, Kim Haggan; 

Strawberry Short Cake (July 4th), Phyllis Matson, 

Carol Johnson, and Gail Rizzo; Turkey Dinner, 

Shelly Fitzgerald; Harvest Festival, Kathy Gerard; 

and the Christmas Stroll, Bobbi Mahler. 

To meet our 2017 income projections, we are 

relying on the fundraisers for another $10,000.  We 

are grateful for the leadership that contributed to 

the success of those events last year and for all 

who participated in making them a huge success 

financially as well as worthwhile and endearing 

fellowship opportunities. 

The success of the proposed fundraisers for 2017 

will, once again, depend on coordination and 

leadership.  We still have “unclaimed 

opportunities” for aspiring leaders! 

Perhaps a shared opportunity might be less 

intimidating, so we invite you to consider being a 

co-chair for one of the activities with assistance 

from those who have previously been involved in 

the event.  You needn’t fly ‘solo’, at least initially. 

Take the title of a popular book and movie, ‘Eat, 

Pray, Love’, to heart and may it motivate YOU to 

claim a coordinating role in one of the following 

fundraisers for 2017: 

 

Harvest Festival                               October 7th         
Coordinator : Kathy Gerard  
 

Christmas Stroll                                December 2nd    
Coordinator:  Bobbi Mahler 
 

The success of our Ministries at Union Church 

depends on meeting our projected budget; that in 

turn depends on the success of our fundraisers.  

Please consider playing a role in that success!  

Thank you for prayerfully considering this 

request. Let Pastor Joe or Kathy know your intent.    

– Tony Mastromarino 

 

Maple Syrup  
$12 per Pint or 

  
1 More Pint Left 

 

Thank you for your 

support this season 

with the purchase of 36 

pints and 10 Quarts. We support the ministry at 

the United Methodist Economic Ministry in 

Salem Township, as we extend the grace of 

God outward regionally. 100%, all of the funds 

raised from sales go directly to the Economic 

Ministry Programs that equip folks for Life 

Skills, work readiness, Home Repairs, Thrift 

Shop, Food Cupboard, Christmas Gifts, Winter 

Clothing (New Coats and Boots), Backpacks 

(school supplies, essential clothing) Program. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Word For You Today, Bob Gass 

 

Ephesians 5:25 “Christ loved the church.” 

 

WHY GO TO CHURCH???  

 

The story told of a mother who woke her son 

one Sunday morning and said, “Get up – 

you’re late for church!”  He replied, “I don’t 

want to go.  I’ve no friends there, the music’s 

awful, and the sermons are boring!”  The 

woman replied, “You’ve got to go – you’re the 

pastor!”  Seriously, why should you go to 

church?   

Pastor and President Emeritus of Taylor 

University Dr. Jay Kesler give us five reasons 

for going to church: (1) It’s the only 

organization that still deals with issues like 

salvation, death, judgment, grace, purpose, 

heaven, and hell.  (2) It adds value and dignity 

to human life. We live in a secular culture that 

contributes to our sense of inner 

worthlessness.  The 

church counteracts 

this negative 

message by 

preaching God’s love 

and acceptance.  (3) 

It provides a moral 

and spiritual compass.  Society has revised, 

resisted, and rejected absolutes, embracing 

relativism, but the church stands on the 

timeless bedrock of God’s Word.  (4) It’s where 

you find compassion, healing, and community. 

There – we’re all on par.  There – God’s Spirit 

is working to knit us together as believers, 

guaranteeing us all “equal access to the 

Father” (Eph 2:18). (5) Unlike other institutions, 

it has motivated the most lasting, unselfish, 

essential, courageous endeavors on earth.  

Things like missions, schools, hospitals, food 

pantries, rehab centers, and orphanages.  Why 

go to church?  

Because Jesus loves the church – and 

so should you.   

 

 

 

See You Next 
Summer;  

Stay in Touch 
Over the Winter 

Months 
 

It is so hard to 
believe that most 
all of our Summer 
Folks have headed 
back to their Winter 

Homes.  We have so enjoyed our fellowship 
time with you over the summer.  We pray that 
your travels are safe and will keep you and 
your families in our prayers over the Winter.  
We will keep in touch through our emails/calls 
and Newsletters.  Please call or contact us if 
you would like any prayer request during our 
Worship Services.  We look forward to seeing 
you again in June.   
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Union Church, where 

Faith, Family, 

Friendship and Service 

come together. 

Stewardship Campaign for our 2018 

Ministry 

September 24th, 2017 Update 

Thank you for your participation and 

prayers! 

Current Results: 37 Pledges, with 4 new 

pledges, and 10 with increases over last 

year; these total $79,450. 

With your support, we are well on our way 

towards our ministry Goals: 1. 59 pledges, 

2. Including 5 new pledges, 3. Totaling 

$115,500  

Do you need a pledge card?  

 Please prayerful consider your 

response today. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HARVEST 

FESTIVAL 

2017 

 

 
 

Octoberfest is on October 7, 2017 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME to Volunteer your 

talents in preparing for the event and 

working on the day of the event.  

It truly is a very fun day and you get to work 

with your Church 

Family and meet all 

the town folk that 

come take part in this 

special event.  

We are looking for soups for the Autumn Café.  

Canned goods, crafts, woodworking, baked 

goods and items for our freezer (soups, 

entrees, etc.).  Go through and identify which 

jewelry items and/or Christmas decorations 

you no longer want to keep, we will have tables 

for those items.  And will have a yard sale out 

on the front lawn.  AND If you know any 

shopkeepers; see if they would be willing to 

donate something to our Silent Auction.  Look 

for “really good” things in your attic or 

basement that you can donate to the auction, 

or make something using your special talents.  

Please contact Kathy Gerard (Chair) at 

kakoala5@gmail.com or Carol Johnson at 

caroljohnson@allstate.com  (Chair of Silent 

Auction). If you have any comments, questions 

or ideas and would like to share please let us 

know. 

Thank you and God Bless!    

 

mailto:caroljohnson@allstate.com


ADVENT BIBLE STUDY AND 
DISCUSSION 

Please join us for this six week 

program on Wednesday 

mornings from 11 to noon 

starting on November 15th; 

going through December 20th.  

We will share conversation and 

our learning experience over 

coffee or tea.  Each session will 

have a video component and we will have 

discussion time.  Study books available.  

If you would like; you may make a donation of 

$18; to cover the cost of the study books.   

 

 

On September 10th we recognized the 
presentation of a pulpit hymnal by David 
Golder on the day of dedication September 12, 
1872, Reverend John Masterman, pastor.   
 
We now have a copy on hand of the original 
property deed in which David writes to convey 
for us today that this was done: “In 
consideration of my love for an earnest desire 
to promote the welfare of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church…  February 25, 1875.   
 
 
 

 

Conference 
Awards $29,000 
in Scholarships 

Each year the New 
England Conference awards scholarships to 
adults or recent high school graduates who are 
pursuing an undergraduate education at any 
accredited two- or four-year college, university 
or technical school. Applicants must be United 
Methodist Church members and are eligible to 
apply every year until they complete their 
undergraduate degree. This year, the 
conference awarded a total of $29,900.41 in 
scholarships to 66 students. 

We celebrate that "our" Emily Dionne 
 was among the recipients of an award 

 
 

BEHOLD!    

  

Be not afraid; for BEHOLD, I bring 

you good news of great joy which 

will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  (Luke 

2:10 RSV) 

Women’s Advent Retreat 

December 2, 2017 
 

Winthrop United Methodist Church  
(58 Main Street) 

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
 

Retreat Leader:   
Rev. Heidi Chamberland 

  

When you hear the word BEHOLD – what does 

it mean to you?  For me it is a word that brings 

me to prayer; to an awareness of God’s holy 

Presence.   It is a word that calls me to pay 

attention, to stand in awe of, to be aware that 

I’m about to see, feel, touch, experience 

     
  

Be not afraid; for BEHOLD, I bring 

you good news of great joy which 

will come to all the people; for to you 

is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  (Luke 

2:10 RSV) 

 

BEHOLD! 



something of tremendous spiritual strength that 

can only draw me deeper in the mystery of 

Emmanuel…”God with us.” 

 I invite all women to consider giving yourself 

this one day apart as we begun the busy 

Advent Season, which if we allow it can 

become just one crazy day after another 

getting ready for Christmas.   

BEHOLD! 

What is the “good news of great joy” the angels 

are proclaiming to you?   Let’s “cultivate 

attentiveness” together so we don’t miss one 

holy invitation to BEHOLD on our own journey 

to celebrate the true meaning of Christmas. 

TO REGISTER, email or call Rev. Heidi 
Chamberland 

 
heidichamberland@gmail.com        

1.860.888.2934 
Cost:  $20 (Due upon arrival at retreat) 

 

 

 

Training 
for Maine 
Mandated 

Reporters (as it relates 
to our Safe Sanctuary 

Policy) 

WHEN:  January 18, 2017 - 12:30 to 2 
 
WHERE:  Camp Mechuwana, Commons, 
Winthrop, ME 
 
WHO SHOULD ATTEND:  Staff Parish 
Relations Committee Members, Those Serving 

as Sunday School Teachers & Assistants, 
Nursery Coordinators and Attendants as well 
as any of our congregation who would like to 
attend. 

 
Maine State Law now requires that all 

mandated reporters complete the Maine 
state training in person or on line.   

 
Our goal is to have all clergy trained by May 

and all laity (where applicable) by  
2018 church conferences. 

 
Camp Mechuwana Director Norman Thombs 
will conduct a training for Maine Mandated 
Reporters of Child Abuse and Neglect following 
today's Mid-Maine Ministry Day.  
The purpose of this training is to promote child 
safety by increasing the knowledge of 
mandated reporters regarding the identification 
of the signs of abuse and neglect and 
explaining the process for reporting abuse. 
 
The objectives of the training are to:  
• define the role of mandated reporters. 
• identify behavioral and physical indicators of 
child abuse or neglect. 
• understand steps necessary to make a Child 
Protective Services report. 
 

All are welcome to attend. 
 

 

 
BLESSING 

OF THE 
ANIMALS  

 
SUNDAY 

OCTOBER 
29TH 

 
 
During our 9:30 Worship Service we will have a 
special time to bless our beloved pets. Feel 
free to bring your furry friends. 
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Union Church of Belgrade Lakes 

United Methodist Church 

67 Main Street 

P.O. Box 133  

Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love 

 in all that we say and do…  

 

Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the manner of 

Christ, where all are welcome and cared for… 


