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WELCOME 

PASTOR 

 ELEANOR 

 

 

We encourage you to attend Worship on 

Sunday, July 7th to welcome Pastor Eleanor 

and her husband Mark to our Church 

Family.   

We will hold a 

Welcome Reception 

on her first Sunday,  

July 7th after our 9:30 

Worship Service.   

 

Reminder - NAME 

TAGS:  Please be 

sure to start wearing 

these every Sunday again; that way Pastor 

Eleanor and all those surrounding us 

during Worship will get to know each other 

better.   

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 

What is Your 
Hope Rooted In? 
By Chip Ingram 

When we find our lives crashing down around 
us, how do we develop the kind of hope that 
gives us the strength not to give up, not to give 
in, and not blame God? 

Is it possible to get an eternal perspective 
about our situation to the point where we 
actually have joy in the midst of our suffering? 

The answer is in asking ourselves a very 
simple, yet profound question: What is my 
hope rooted in? 

The kind of hope I’m referring to isn’t the kind 
that says, “I hope it doesn’t rain,” or “I hope the 
49ers win,” or “I hope I get a good job,” or 
“I hope someday I get married.” In our culture, 
we use the word “hope” more like wishful 
thinking. 
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In contrast, the Biblical word for “hope” means 
an absolute certainty that you can bank on 
something or someone that will never change. 
For example, Christ’s return is the hope that 
we have. Heaven is our hope. And God’s 
promises are our steadfast hope. 

Having this kind of hope that sustains us is 
both a skill and an act of faith. 

The Apostle Paul had hope like this in the 
midst of a terrible situation. While arrested in 
Rome, he writes to the church in Philippi. He 
confesses that he doesn’t know if he’s going to 
be found innocent and released, or if he is 
going to be found guilty and executed. 

Paul’s future is uncertain and his 
circumstances appear very grim. Yet, he 
has joy! 

Here’s what he says: 

“Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that this 
will turn out for my deliverance through 
your prayers and the provision of the Spirit 
of Jesus Christ, according to my earnest 
expectation and hope, that I will not be put 
to shame in anything, but that with all 
boldness, Christ will even now, as always, 
be exalted in my body, whether by life or by 
death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die 
is gain. But if I am to live on in the flesh, 
this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do 
not know which to choose. (Philippians 
1:18-21) 

What was it that allowed Paul to have this 
amazing joy and hope? He gives two reasons: 

1. He was certain that he would be 
delivered. 

Paul doesn’t think his deliverance is going to 
be necessarily out of his circumstances. He is 
basically saying, “I believe in this deliverance. I 
believe because of your prayers. I believe God 
is in control and is going to come through. And 
I have a laser-like focus on the promises and 
the goodness of God’s character, so I have a 
hope.” 

2. The source of his joy is unshakable. 

We either live our lives like a little cork tossed 
around on the waves of circumstances or we 
live our lives with hope that there is a heaven, 
there are promises of God, and that He will 
sustain us. 

Paul says, “For me, to live is 
Christ” (temporal perspective) “…and to die 
is gain” (eternal perspective). For Paul, there’s 
two platforms from which we approach life: the 
platform of time and the platform of eternity. 
Paul approached life from the latter. 

He was torn between wanting to continue living 
or wanting to die. He knew if he lived, he would 
continue serving the Lord. And if he died, he 
knew he would be with the Lord for eternity. 

Paul had the kind of hope that was rooted in 
Christ and in His promises. 

Where is your hope rooted? 

To find out, ask yourself a few questions: 
When you’re frustrated and angry, is your hope 
in having a perfect life, marriage or job? Is your 
hope in upward mobility? Is your hope in what 
school your kids get in or how they are doing in 
their grades? Is your hope in your body and 
how you look? 

Or, is your hope in the all-knowing, all-
powerful, good God who so demonstrated 
His love that He died in your place and rose 
from the dead? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
FRIENDS AND 

NEIGHBOR 
LUNCHEON 

 
 
 
 

Soups, sandwiches, 
desserts and     

                       more! 
 

Thursday,  
July 11, 2019  

from 11:30 to 1pm.   
 
 

We will 

have some 

Trivia 

Questions 

for You.   

 

 
Simons and 

Goodwin 

Return to 

Union 

Coffeehouse 
 

 

The Union Coffeehouse welcomes back our 

favorite folk duo, Simons and Goodwin, on 

Saturday, July 13, at 7 PM. Returning for their 

twelfth appearance as headliners at the Union 

Coffeehouse, Bob and Renee always provide 

our audiences with a first-class concert. Their 

voices blend seamlessly to create delightful 

harmonies while their accomplished guitar 

accompaniment completes a musical picture 

that appeals to audiences and makes them 

one of the most popular acts in central Maine.  

They cover all forms of Americana music 

including soft rock, country, blues, pop 

standards and, of course, both traditional and 

contemporary folk.  A Simons and Goodwin 

performance is always unpredictable in terms 

of the set list, always keeping the audience on 

its toes and anticipating the next song. The 

predictable part of each performance is the 

tightness that comes from years of friendship 

and beautiful, intricate harmonies. There is a 

warmth that comes through their songs and it 

makes you feel like you’re listening to old 

friends. As always, there will be wonderful 

baked goods, and fresh coffee, tea, and 

lemonade for you to enjoy while you listen to 

the music. And don’t forget the serendipitous 

group of performers who show up for the Open 

Mic time following the featured performers. 

Please show your support for this wonderful 

Union Church community outreach program by 

coming to the Union Coffeehouse and bringing 

your friends.  You can direct any questions to –  

- Don Petersen. 

 

 
Our 2018/2019 Global Mission 

Initiative is happening right in our 
backyard with the  

United Methodist Economic Ministry 
in Salem Township, Maine 

 
https://www.umeconomicministry.com/ 

 
Joys & Celebrations Total 
As of 6/23/19: $1221.50 

 
Our Second Quarter 
Goal is $625 by 6/30/19; 
Our December 31st Goal 
is $2,500 

 
Thank you for helping exceed this! 

 

https://www.umeconomicministry.com/


 
 

Following Worship, keep a watchful eye out 
for the big screen TV slide presentation that  

highlights this ministry 
 
United Methodist Economic Ministry 
Program Include: 
 
Salem & Solon Thrift Shops 
Salem, Solon and Howland Food Cupboards 
Maple Syrup 
Backpacks and Sneakers 
Emergency Heating Assistance 
Fire Victims Assistance 
Warming Center (Jan – April) 
Prom Shop 
Christmas Shoppe 
Community Garden  
 
Summer mission groups provide home repair, 
accessibility ramps and winter weatherization 
with efficient windows and doors.  
 

 
Their vision is to support healthy communities 
that adapt to the changing environment in the 
region.  They are providing both educational 
and material support towards self sufficiency in 
this region of severe economic challenge.  
With dignity and grace, they are working to 
build sustainable communities.   
 

Monthly we will provide updates to the various 
programs of their ministries.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The United Methodist Women-UMW-will be 

providing their outline for their  
2019 activities soon.   

 
Their regular meetings are the third Saturday 
of the month from 9AM to 10:30AM in 
Friendship Hall.  
 

 
 
 

2019 MEETINGS 
 
July 20th Spiritual Program 
 
August 17 – Regular Meeting 
 
September 21st Harvest Festival preparations 
in Bobbi’s workshop 
 
October 19th Spiritual Program 
 
November 16th Thanksgiving program and 
community food drive (Barbara) - Day’s Store 
Turkey Bucket 
 
December 14th Home party - Book Review @ 
Bobbi’s. Spiritual gift exchange - under $10.00 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Meetings at a 

Glance:  
July 2019 

  

 

 

Worship:  7/2 @ 7 p.m.  

 

Prayer Shawl: 7/8  and 7/22 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 

Trustees: 7/15 @ 6:30 

 

Church Council:  7/28 @ 10:45 a.m. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Our Mission 

Ministries 

 
 
 
 
Through the year in 

this Newsletter we highlight our mission 
projects and programs where we serve God 
through Christlike compassion, mercy and 
transformation; reaching out, lifting up, building 
up. Here is a listing of some of the ways so 
far during 2019 and those shared during 
2018 you contributed to missions through 
your support received in our weekly worship 
offerings, pledges and special giving. 
 

 
 
The Good Shepherd Food Bank 
With a gift of $500 during June 2019 we will 
support this work that provides food to local 
food banks throughout Maine. “Feeding 
families living with food insecurity makes an 
impact that goes beyond a nutritious meal.”  
 
The Belgrade Rome Food Pantry with special 
monthly “Wish List” donations; January through 
August we’ve been fillin’ our shopping cart.  -
Many thanks. 
Ever notice the sign at the Belgrade Ball 
Park?  $150 during April 2018 supports this 
local youth program and shares our active 
presence in the community in Christ’s service. 
 
Maine Justice Foundation, Augusta, 
Maine. With a gift of $500 in March 2019 we 
supported this work that serves the LGBT, gay 
community those of whom are among the poor 
and vulnerable among us, facing issues of 
employment and housing discrimination, 
domestic violence, homelessness. In this 
manner we extend our church Welcoming 
Statement into the community beyond our own 
worship doors. 
 
Messalonskee High School -Each year their 
empty Bowls project supports our local Food 
cupboards and the Food Cupboard at the High 
School we contributed $156 from our 
congregation and match $156 from M&O 
towards this in March 2019. In June we look 

to provide leadership and participation in their 
Baccalaureate program for new graduates. 
 
United Methodist Economic Ministry in 
Salem Township (UMEM); Weekly Joys and 
Celebrations contributions, $2,658.  2018 
began our two-year Global Mission 
Initiative here in Maine our annual goal is 
$2,500. 
 
We hope to have Pints and Quarts of Maple 
Syrup again this year for your Summer 
enjoyment and purchasing.  With Fair Trade 
pricing 100% of the purchase price goes to 
assist their ministry programs that transform 
lives in here in Maine; $600 
 
Bread of Life Ministries.  Through the year, 
each month we provide a Tuesday evening 
meal for the residents of the temporary Shelter 
Program.  It’s been a blessing to meet folks 
there and see how this ministry gives them 
both shelter and a boost to what is next as they 
move forwards in life by God’s grace. With a 
gift of $500 in May 2019 we equip their 
program there. 
 

Maine Adaptive Sports received $50 during 
March 2019 as an affirmation of their annual 
Ski-A-Thon that supports programs that 
empower adaptive athletes towards a healthy, 
active and rewarding life. 
 
Neighbors Driving Neighbors, this local 
ministry program serving to help folks who 
would be otherwise home bound is supported 
with our $500 gift in January 2019 and 
through the engagement of those offering to 
serve as drivers, and part of the programs 
leadership 

 
Winthrop, Maine: United Methodist Camp 
Mechuwana.  Scholarship support of campers 
in the amount of $500.  This donation was sent 
in May 2019.  The year-round camp and youth 
programs happening there transforms lives of 
children and youth. 
 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund – With generous 
donations we have been able to assist 5 
families with urgent housing needs; $2450 
during this winter season.  Each specific in 



their own way where we were able to be a 
means of God’s Grace in troubling times.   
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry – In February 2019 we 
supported this ministry with $100.  This group 
meets twice a month and distributes prayers 
shawls to both women and men who are 
dealing with health issues and or hospital 
stays. 

 

The Mission Committee met on Tuesday, 

February 19th and are beginning to work on our 

mission giving funding and support.  We 

developed a schedule of monthly mission 

giving. We will update the above listing monthly 

as these occur. Our next meeting is scheduled 

for August 20th @10 a.m.  

 
 

 
Our Next Bread of Life Homeless Shelter 

Dinner is scheduled for July 16th. 
 

There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall for  
those wanting to designate their participation in 
this ministry.  Signing up is important so that 
we are aware of what you will bring so that we 
can complete planning for whatever else needs 
to be prepared and donated.  Thank you! 
 
We would like to encourage as many 
volunteers as possible to help donate items for 
this dinner.  
 
 They now house as many as 50 folks.  This 
means we need to step up our game and 
provide them with more items to share for a hot 
meal on this date and every 3rd Tuesday of 
each month.  
 

 
 

 
United Methodist Economic Ministry 
(UMEM) launches 50th anniversary 
activities, new website 

 

Starting in November 2018 through 

November 2019 we’ll rejoice in our work  

while we continue our mission with an 

event or activity every 50 days! 

This month, the United Methodist Economic 
Ministry (UMEM) is kicking off a year of events 
and activities to celebrate its 50th 
anniversary. UMEM has unveiled its new logo 
(above) and updated website, and is planning 
a celebration activity or event every 50 days 
from now to November 2019! Events will occur 
around the Conference to support this 
important economic justice mission in western 
Maine.  

Check out the UMEM’s 
website umeconmicministry.com and  
Facebook page for information and updates 
and throughout the year! 
 

 

Empire Grove Summer 

Vespers Schedule 

2019 

From Memorial Day 
Weekend to Labor Day 
Weekend, the 
community at Empire 

Grove hosts weekly Vespers services on 
Sunday evenings from 7 to 8 PM.  These 
services feature a variety of speakers from 
different denominations.  We always include 
time for hearing God’s Word in the reading of 
scripture, responding to that Word in prayer, 
and lots of music.  All are welcome to join us 
for the summer Vespers services. 

https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!KcMQTS4MPbHrMHhqjx8UIR8rrDmFA7dYFzprNOw51ta5CX0rGhOfq0mjanUUT2Uxaw1ZuOEWBUURBi1VCIl694
https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!LWPvtnMjyQpzd2LJF1ByPtkPesn6yncX79Kayu4ZoM1-o3bHcrd8Yjilw+IIlcdtq-jk-8rbS50vDzz+N03dEc
https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!JXwVhkF1j5uNd99DQAxh3rrhjfJuWRkMnvpZck3Wzht0Ns+yCt5OTwcy-K0ae5LsYs88EFufjBGd8kGgfjMitY


 
June 30 Rev. Nancy Moore, Norway, ME 
 
July 7 Rev. Lynne Josselyn, Lubec, ME 
 
July 14  Rev. Joel Guillemette, Sudbury (MA) 
UMC 
 
July 21 Pastor Effie McAvoy, York-Ogunquit 
UMC 
 
July 28 Campmeeting 
 
August 4 Campmeeting 
 
August 11 Rev. Don Mayberry, South Paris  
 
August 18 Rev. Russell Peppe 
 
August 25 Rev. Karen Munson, District 
Superintendant  
 
September 1 Rev. John Whitley, Milford (NH) 
UMC 
 
July 28 Campmeeting 
  
August 4 Campmeeting 
  
August 11 Rev. Don Mayberry, South Paris 
  
August 18 Rev. Russell Peppe 
  
August 25 Rev. Karen Munson, District 
Superintendant, 5:00 pm potluck for clergy 
retirees. 
  
September 1 Rev. John Whitley, Milford (NH) 
UMC 

For more information about Empire Grove, 
please visit their Facebook page, 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Maple Syrup  
 
$12 per pint  
$20 per Quart 
 
We support the ministry 
at the United Methodist 
Economic Ministry in 
Salem Township, as we 

extend the grace of God outward regionally. 
100%, all of the funds raised from sales go 
directly to the Economic Ministries that help 
folks, that equip them for work readiness and 
life; Home Repairs, Thrift Shop, Food 
Cupboard, Christmas Gifts, Winter Clothing 
(New Coats and Boots), Backpacks (school 
supplies, essential clothing) Program, Life 
Skills, work. 
 

 
 

 

FRIENDSHIP 

HALL  

WORSHIP 

AREA 

 

 

OPEN AND AVAILABLE 
 

Missionaries of Hospitality and Welcome… 

 

will serve to host all who attend and participate in 

our new 9:30 a.m. Friendship Worship experience. 

This is held in Friendship Hall adjacent to our main 

sanctuary worship area.  

Please pray for those that will be newly attending, 

those hosting, and those feeling the sort of change 

in all this. 

We pray that together we will experience the joy we 
have found, share the love we know and offer the 
hope we live. Our mission and ministry reaches out 
in the local community, regionally and globally for 
God's glory 
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New Name Tag Holders and Renovations  

to Friendship Hall and Vestry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Don Petersen; and to Pastor Joe for 

helping Don enhancing these areas. New 

Name Tag Holders were purchased by the 

Worship Committee and installed by Don for 

our weekly use as we continue to introduce 

ourselves to one another. We have also 

enlarged a copy of our Welcoming Statement 

to highlight its importance and readability. The 

commemorative plaque for our Bell Tower 

renovation has been moved to a more 

prominent position.   

God Bless You! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE 
(COMMITTAL SERVICE) 
FOR SUE WETTENGEL 

 
SATURDAY, JULY 6TH @ 11 A.M. 

 
Please come join the family of Sue Wettengel 
as they hold this special service.  It will be held 
at the Pinegrove Cemetery.  All Welcome!  
 
 

 

 

Summer Mission Projects  
needed for Mechuwana! 

We are in need of some mission projects, 

and we are especially looking for non-

skilled jobs like putting in wood, cleaning, 

yard work things like that. We will also look 

at basic construction or fixing things. 

Please contact Norm, Carol or Ned at Camp 

Mechuwana @ mechuwana@fairpoint.net or 

(207) 377-2924 

Thanks 
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EMAIL 

ADDRESS 

CHANGES 

Our Church 

Emails have 

changed! 

Please be sure to 

updated your contacts accordingly. 

 

Church: unionchurchmaine@gmail.com 

Pastor Eleanor: 

unionchurchumcbelgrade@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY BEGINS WEDNESDAY 

JULY 17TH 

Please join us on Wednesdays ! 10 a.m.  We 

will use the Upper Room Booklet reading 

the devotion of the day and discuss what  

the daily Scripture guides us for our days. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship/Service Opportunities:   

 

Cara DiGirolamo is 

looking for babysitting 

opportunities over the 

summer.  She is a 

freshman in high school 

and is CPR certified. 

You can reach her at 207-496-2095 or 

thedigirolamos@gmail.com 
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Jay Starke would be 

very happy to take 

anyone out fishing with 

him; he goes every 

day! 

 

Week days until 11:30 and on the weekends 

any time of the day.   

You can reach him at 231-830-6426 or 

deel891129@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Financial Report: 
 
The generosity, commitment, and consistency 
of the congregation's support of the mission 
and ministries of Union Church have never 
been stronger than for the first five months of 
this year, that is, through May 31, 2019, at 
least not that I am aware of.   The unrestricted 
checkbook balance as of May 31, 2019, was a 
healthy $10,970; the Pastor's Discretionary 
Fund had a balance of $4,765; the Trustees 
Escrow account had a healthy balance of 
$11,570; and our Capital 
Expense/Improvement (an Emergency Fund) 
Escrow account had a $26,415 balance.  The 
year is not over, but the cash flow for the first 
time in several years has been positive.  The 
Church continues to pay its full Mission Shares 
to the New England Conference in support of 
local, regional, and global ministries in the 
amount of $9,037 monthly.  Your generosity 

extends directly into our local and regional 
community through the activities and support of 
the Mission & Outreach Committee.  And let's 
not forget that there have been several special 
projects, such as the Bread of Life bed/pillow 
campaign, the weekly funds from Joys & 
Celebrations  in support of the Economic 
Ministry, and donations to the Food Pantry, 
that are over and above the Church's budget! 
 
Through the first five months of 2019, Union 
Church has received contributions totaling 
$74,760, of which $54,285 or 73% are from 
pledges.  The  total income is $10,796 more 
than projected.  The total does, however, 
include $7,000 for the capital campaign.  
Expenses for the same period totaled $63,314 
or $8,340 (88%) of what was projected!  Union 
Church, therefore, had net income during the 
first five months of 2019 of $11,446.   
 
The Trustees have launched a Capital 
Campaign; there are moving expenses 
associated with the appointment of a new 
pastor, Pastor Eleanor Collinsworth and her  
 
husband, Mark; and there are capital expenses 
the Trustees have planned for at the 
parsonage.  These expenses have either  been 
accounted for in the budget for 2019,  
or will be raised during the capital campaign 
and should have little if any impact on the 
Church's operation budget.   
 
The bottom line is that Union Church should 
rightfully be proud of its achievements to date.  
God is good and He/She will see us through 
the remaining 7 months of the year in positive 
territory!  A HUGE THANK YOU to all who 
continue to support the ministries of Union 
Church on a regular and consistent basis.  
Give and you shall receive! 
 
Tony Mastromarino, Finance Committee Chair 
 

 
 
 
 



Belgrade/Rome Food Pantry 
Special Event 

 
Given the documented 'food insecurities' of 
local residents, including students, the local 
Food Pantry is a vital resource in providing 
nourishment and support to those needing 
assistance.  The Pantry is supported primarily 
by charitable donations and maximizing the 
purchasing power from the Good Shepherd 
Food Bank in Auburn.  A Board member of the 
Belgrade Rome Food Pantry, Evelyn Fowler 
and her husband and chef, Joe Pulitano, are 
once again hosting a fabulous 'Dinner by the 
Lake' on Long Pond on Saturday evening, 
July 27 at 6:00 pm.  It will be a full dinner, 
including appetizers and drinks, an entree with 
sides, and dessert.  A minimum donation of 
$50 per person is requested with ALL of the 
proceeds going entirely to the Belgrade 
Rome Food Pantry.  Space is limited, so 
please call 207 495-2022 for 
reservations.  Last year's inaugural dinner 
was sold out and was a huge success.  Bring 
your appetite and enjoy a dinner with a 
purpose!   
 
For additional information or if you have 
questions, call Tony Mastromarino, Treasurer 

of the Belgrade Rome Food Pantry, at          
(207) 397-3015 or send an email 
to:  ajmastromarino@gmail.com. 
  

 

 
 

4th of July 
Parade 

 
 

 
Calling All Patriots to help Jim Webster  with 
representing our Church in the 4th of July 
Parade. Kids, Parents, Grandparents; come 
support this wonderfully fun event.  Help 
decorate and/or ride on the float passing out 
candy. 

 
The parade is held on Thursday the 4th 

 @ 4 p. m. 
 
Strawberry Shortcake 

Event 
Thursday, July 4th 

 
Carol, Kathy A. and 
Gail will be chairing 
this event and are 
looking for many 

volunteers to help  
 
Cutting and Smashing Strawberries will be 
Wednesday Night, 7/3 @ 5 p.m.  
 
A sign-up sheet will be hanging on the doors in 
Friendship Hall.  It is a fun event and we look 
forward to many of you participating.  Thank 
you!        

 
Master Griller?? 

 
Do you love grilling hot 
dogs; if so, please let 
Carol know you will 
volunteer to cook hot 
dogs at our  
4th of July Event.  It 
would be great to get 3 

– 4 grillers so you can share in the fun.   
Hours:  11 a.m. – 3 p.m.  

mailto:ajmastromarino@gmail.com


Union Church of Belgrade Lakes 

United Methodist Church 

67 Main Street 

P.O. Box 133  

Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love 

 in all that we say and do…  

 

Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the manner of 

Christ, where all are welcome and cared for… 


