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WELCOME  

CARDS FOR  

PASTOR ELEANOR 

 

We encourage you to write Pastor Eleanor 

and her husband Mark welcoming them to 

our Church Family.  It would be nice if you 

include a pic of you and your family to help 

her recognize those who do send cards.   

Their address is:  Pastor Eleanor and Mark 

Collinsworth,  

3 Washington Street, 

Bath, NY 14810-1529 

 

We will hold a 

Welcome Reception 

on her first Sunday,  

July 7th after our 9:30 

Worship Service.   

 

Reminder - NAME TAGS:  Please be sure to 

start wearing these every Sunday again; 

that way Pastor Eleanor and all those 

surrounding us during Worship will get to 

know each other better.   

Thank you.   

 

 

The Transforming 

Truth About Calvary 

By Bob Gass, “The 

Word For You 

Today” 

 

“they… (came) to… Calvary, there they 

crucified him.”, Luke 23:33 

 

The word “Calvary” appears only once in the 

New Testament, but what happened there 

changed our destiny.  In spite of the myths and 

misunderstandings, the truth is clear and life-

changing.  Let’s look at it. First, Calvary was 

voluntary.  Those who watched it thought 

Jesus was a victim of circumstances beyond 

His control: the collusion of Jewish hatred and 

Roman might.  How wrong!  Jesus rejected 

Peter’s well-intentioned but misguided defense, 

saying, “Do you think I cannot call on my 

Father, and he will at once put at my disposal 

more than twelve legions of angels?” (Matthew 

26:53).  Jesus could have chosen to live 

without hardship, pain, or death.  No one 

coerced Him into going to the cross.  He said, 

“No one can take my life from me.  I sacrifice it 

voluntarily. For I have the authority to lay it 

down when I want to and also to take it up 

again” (John 10:18).  Calvary was certainly 

unjust and unfair.  But, it wasn’t assassination, 

it was atonement!  His enemies intended 
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Calvary to end His life, but Jesus intended it to 

save us from a lost eternity.  And after they had 

done their worst and failed to stop Him, Peter 

confronted them on the day of Pentecost with 

this victorious truth: “In accordance with his 

own plan God had already decided that Jesus 

would be handed over to you; and you killed 

him by letting sinful men crucify him” (Acts 

2:23).  Even the Father didn’t force Him.  Jesus 

“gave himself as a ransom for all (people) (1 

Timothy 2:6) – including you.   

 

“He personally carried our sins in his body 

on the cross.”  (1 Peter 2:24)  

Second, Calvary was victorious, which means 

“an act undertaken by someone in another’s 

place.”  Seen through the lens of sentiment or 

superstition, the cross may affect your 

emotions but it can’t save your soul.  But seen 

as substitution, the cross can save any soul!  

The apostle Peter writes, “He personally 

carried our sins in his body on the cross so that 

we can be dead to sin and live for what is 

right.”  Had Jesus reneged at our Calvary, God 

would have been forced to sentence us to 

death for our sins.  Instead, as our substitute, 

Jesus suffered our justly-deserved punishment, 

freeing us and giving us eternal life.  

Substitution was historically God’s idea to 

deliver His people from the penalty of their sin.  

When Adam and Eve sinned, God substituted 

an animal to cover their iniquity.  He accepted 

Abel’s sacrifice of the “firstlings of his flock” 

(Genesis 4:4), And Abraham’s ram caught in 

the thicket in exchange for Isaac’s life (see 

Genesis 22:13).  But without questions God’s 

greatest soul-saving theme-substitution-was 

once-for-all-time demonstrated when Jesus 

offered Himself at Calvary.  Fully satisfied with 

Christ’s atoning death, God expunged our 

record and pronounced us innocent in His 

sight! God “made Him who knew no sin to be 

sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him”.  (2 Corinthians 

5:21).  On the cross Jesus became what we 

were-sin-so we could become what He was-

righteous!  Everything Jesus did from His virgin 

birth, sinless life, redeeming death, miraculous 

resurrection, glorious ascension, and priestly 

ministry I Heaven, He did as a substitute and 

savior. 

 

“Without shedding of blood there is no 

forgiveness.” 

Third, Calvary was vital!  Exactly how vital?   

As vital as life or death, hope or despair, 

heaven or hell.  It’s our only means of 

salvation!  “There is salvation in no one else!   

God has given no other name under heaven by 

which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).  Without 

Christ’s death, our sins would have separated 

us from God forever.  But for His death we’d be 

subject to the full penalty of God’s law, 

pronounced guilty for every sin we’ve ever 

committed and as condemned sinners, lost 

forever.  Paul writes “Obviously the law applies 

to those to whom it was given, for its purpose 

is to keep people from having excuses, and to 

show that the entire world is guilty before God” 

(romans 3:19).  No exceptions-“the entire 

world,” Including you, stands guilty in God’s 

sight.  But because Jesus fulfilled every 

requirement of God’s law on our behalf, we 

have been forgiven and declared righteous.  

That’s vital information.  And you only have two 

options when it comes to Jesus:  Accept or 

reject Him!  He said “Anyone who believes and 

is baptized will be saved.  But anyone who 

refuses to believe will be condemned” (Mark 

16:16).  Jesus’ sacrifice resolved the sin 

question; now it’s up to you to resolve the Son 

question; “What then shall I do with Jesus who 

is called Christ?” (Matthew 27:22).  The answer 

is simple: Put your trust in Him and be saved. 

 

“Jesus said, “It is finished.”  With that, he 

bowed his head and gave up (John 19:30) 

Calvary was victorious!  The cross may look 

like the triumph of evil over goodness, the 

powerful over the powerless, but only to those 



who don’t understand Christ’s mission.  Never 

was courage greater or strength stronger.  

When he cried, “It’s finished” (some 

translations read “It is completed”), He didn’t 

mean, “I’m finished, My cause is defeated.”  

Far from being crushed at Calvary, Jesus 

triumphed in three ways:  1) He conquered His 

own human desire to avoid unspeakable 

suffering: “he…bowed with his face to the 

ground, praying, “My Father!  If it is possible, 

let this cup of suffering be taken away from me.  

Yet I want your will to be done, not mine” 

(Matthew 26:39).  2) He conquered the 

demonic powers of darkness.  “In this way, he 

disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities.  

He shamed them publicly by his victory over 

them on the cross” (Colossians 2:15).  3) He 

conquered the law’s stubborn demands against 

sinners.  “Christ…brought the Law to an end, 

so that everyone who believes is put right with 

God” (Romans 10:4).  At Calvary love 

triumphed over law, forever freeing us who 

could never live up to God’s law.  “It is finished” 

was the cry of a victor instead of a victim!  It 

didn’t look that way to the crowd or to His 

devastated disciples.  But it did three days later 

when the empty tomb proved Jesus had won 

the victory over death.  It all comes down to 

this: “If you confess that Jesus is Lord and 

believe that God raised him from death, you 

will be saved”.  (Romans 10:9).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FRIENDS AND 

NEIGHBOR 
LUNCHEON 

 
 
 
 

Soups, sandwiches, 
desserts and     

                       more! 
 

Thursday,  
May 9, 2019  

from 11:30 to 1pm.   
 
 

We will 

have some 

Trivia 

Questions 

for You.   

 

 
Celebrate 
Spring At The 
Union 
Coffeehouse 
 
On Saturday, 
May 11, the 
Union 
Coffeehouse is 
pleased to 
welcome Porch 
Light to kick off 
our summer 
concert series.  

An acoustic folk duo comprised of Matt 
Loosigian and Mariah Sewall, these talented 
singers combine their voices in delicious 
harmonies bringing you a beautiful sound to 
welcome springtime to Maine.  Complementing 
their vibrant voices is a lively guitar 



accompaniment that spices up their 
performance and adds to the musical 
tapestries they weave.   
 
Please show your support for this wonderful 
Union Church community outreach program by 
coming to see Porch Light and bringing your 
friends.  The concert will start at 7 PM in 
Friendship Hall and Porch Light will start the 
show.  As always, there will be wonderful 
baked goods, and fresh coffee, tea, and 
lemonade for you to enjoy while you listen to 
the music.   And don’t forget the serendipitous 
group of performers who show up for the Open 
Mic time following the featured performers.   
Please direct any questions about the 
programs to Don Petersen.  We look forward to 
seeing you there.  

 

 
 
 

Our 2018/2019 Global Mission 
Initiative is happening right in our 

backyard with the  

United Methodist Economic Ministry 
in Salem Township, Maine 

 
https://www.umeconomicministry.com/ 

 
Joys & Celebrations Total 

As of 4/28/18: $812.75 
 

Our Second Quarter 
Goal is $625 by 6/30/19; 
Our December 31st Goal 
is $2,500 

 
Thank you for helping exceed this! 

 
 
 

Following Worship, keep a watchful eye out 
for the big screen TV slide presentation that  

highlights this ministry 
 
United Methodist Economic Ministry 
Program Include: 
 
Salem & Solon Thrift Shops 
Salem, Solon and Howland Food Cupboards 

Maple Syrup 
Backpacks and Sneakers 
Emergency Heating Assistance 
Fire Victims Assistance 
Warming Center (Jan – April) 
Prom Shop 
Christmas Shoppe 
Community Garden  
 
Summer mission groups provide home repair, 
accessibility ramps and winter weatherization 
with efficient windows and doors.  
 

 
Their vision is to support healthy communities 
that adapt to the changing environment in the 
region.  They are providing both educational 
and material support towards self sufficiency in 
this region of severe economic challenge.  
With dignity and grace, they are working to 
build sustainable communities.   
 

Monthly we will provide updates to the various 
programs of their ministries.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

The United Methodist Women-UMW-will be 
providing their outline for their  

2019 activities soon.   
 
Their regular meetings are the third Saturday 
of the month from 9AM to 10:30AM in 
Friendship Hall.  
 

 

May 18th @ 9 a.m. 

Celebrating MOMS with a special breakfast! 

 
All Welcome!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.umeconomicministry.com/


2019 MEETINGS 
 
May 18th Celebrating MOMS-with a special 
breakfast (Cathy - Kelly) 
 
June 28-29th ANNUAL YARD SALE-set up 
the day before! (Bobbi) 
 
July 20th Spiritual Program 
 
August 17 – Regular Meeting 
 
September 21st Harvest Festival preparations 
in Bobbi’s workshop 
 
October 19th Spiritual Program 
 
November 16th Thanksgiving program and 
community food drive (Barbara) - Day’s Store 
Turkey Bucket 
 
December 14th Home party - Book Review @ 
Bobbi’s. Spiritual gift exchange - under $10.00 

 

 
 

 
Meetings at a 

Glance:  
May 2019 

  

 

 

Worship:  5/7 @ 7 p.m.  

 

Prayer Shawl: 5/13  and 5/27 @ 1 p.m. 

 

Mission & Outreach:  5/16 @ 10 a.m. 

 

Trustees: 5/20 @ 6:30 

 

Finance:  5/28 @ 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 

Ministries 

 
 
 
 

Through the year in this Newsletter we 
highlight our mission projects and programs 
where we serve God through Christlike 
compassion, mercy and transformation; 
reaching out, lifting up, building up. Here is a 
listing of some of the ways so far during 
2019 and those shared during 2018 you 
contributed to missions through your support 
received in our weekly worship offerings, 
pledges and special giving. 
 

The Good Shepherd Food Bank 
With a gift of $500 during September 2018 we 
will support this work that provides food to local 
food banks throughout Maine. “Feeding 
families living with food insecurity makes an 
impact that goes beyond a nutritious meal.”  
 
The Belgrade Rome Food Pantry with special 
monthly “Wish List” donations; January through 
August we’ve been fillin’ our shopping cart.  -
Many thanks. 
Ever notice the sign at the Belgrade Ball 
Park?  $150 during April 2018 supports this 
local youth program and shares our active 
presence in the community in Christ’s service. 
 
Maine Justice Foundation, Augusta, 
Maine. With a gift of $500 in March 2019 we 
supported this work that serves the LGBT, gay 
community those of whom are among the poor 
and vulnerable among us, facing issues of 
employment and housing discrimination, 
domestic violence, homelessness. In this 
manner we extend our church Welcoming 
Statement into the community beyond our own 
worship doors. 
 
Messalonskee High School -Each year their 
empty Bowls project supports our local Food 
cupboards and the Food Cupboard at the High 
School we contributed $156 from our 
congregation and match $156 from M&O 
towards this in March 2019. In June we look 



to provide leadership and participation in their 
Baccalaureate program for new graduates. 
 
United Methodist Economic Ministry in 
Salem Township (UMEM); Weekly Joys and 
Celebrations contributions, $2,658.  2018 
began our two-year Global Mission 
Initiative here in Maine our annual goal is 
$2,500. 
 
We hope to have Pints and Quarts of Maple 
Syrup again this year for your Summer 
enjoyment and purchasing.  With Fair Trade 
pricing 100% of the purchase price goes to 
assist their ministry programs that transform 
lives in here in Maine; $600 
 
Bread of Ministries.  Through the year, each 
month we provide a Tuesday evening meal for 
the residents of the temporary Shelter 
Program.  It’s been a blessing to meet folks 
there and see how this ministry gives them 
both shelter and a boost to what is next as they 
move forwards in life by God’s grace. With a 
gift of $500 in May 2019 we equip their 
program there. 
 

 
 
Maine Adaptive Sports received $50 during 
March 2019 as an affirmation of their annual 
Ski-A-Thon that supports programs that 
empower adaptive athletes towards a healthy, 
active and rewarding life. 
 
Neighbors Driving Neighbors, this local 
ministry program serving to help folks who 
would be otherwise home bound is supported 
with our $500 gift in January 2019 and 
through the engagement of those offering to 
serve as drivers, and part of the programs 
leadership 

 
Winthrop, Maine: United Methodist Camp 
Mechuwana.  Scholarship support of campers 
in the amount of $500.  This donation was sent 
in May 2018.  The year-round camp and youth 
programs happening there transforms lives of 
children and youth. 
 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund – With generous 
donations we have been able to assist 5 

families with urgent housing needs; $2450 
during this winter season.  Each specific in 
their own way where we were able to be a 
means of God’s Grace in troubling times.   
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry – In February 2019 we 
supported this ministry with $100.  This group 
meets twice a month and distributes prayers 
shawls to both women and men who are 
dealing with health issues and or hospital 
stays. 

 

The Mission Committee met on Tuesday, 

February 19th and are beginning to work on our 

mission giving funding and support.  We 

developed a schedule of monthly mission 

giving. We will update the above listing monthly 

as these occur. Our next meeting is scheduled 

for May 19th @10 a.m.  

 

 

 
Our Next Bread of Life Homeless Shelter 
Dinner is scheduled for May 21st.    
 
There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall for  
those wanting to designate their participation in 
this ministry.  Signing up is important so that 
we are aware of what you will bring so that we 
can complete planning for whatever else needs 
to be prepared and donated.  Thank you! 
 
We would like to encourage as many 
volunteers as possible to help donate items for 
this dinner. 
 
Update; On April 22nd ; their new addition was  
dedicated; which means they will be housing 
as many as 50 folks.  This means we need to 
step up our game and provide them with more 
items to share for a hot meal on this date and 
every 3rd Tuesday of each month.  
 



Pastor Joe, Kelly, Nancy, Louise and Kathy 
attended the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on 
April 22nd  @12:30 p.m. at the Shelter at 155 
Hospital Street.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

United Methodist Economic Ministry 

(UMEM) launches 50th anniversary 

activities, new website 

Starting in November 2018 through 

November 2019 we’ll rejoice in our work  

while we continue our mission with an 

event or activity every 50 days! 

This month, the United Methodist Economic 
Ministry (UMEM) is kicking off a year of events 

and activities to celebrate its 50th 
anniversary. UMEM has unveiled its new logo 
(above) and updated website, and is planning 
a celebration activity or event every 50 days 
from now to November 2019! Events will occur 
around the Conference to support this 
important economic justice mission in western 
Maine.  

Check out the UMEM’s 
website umeconmicministry.com and  
Facebook page for information and updates 
and throughout the year! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Pastor Joe donning Mia’s Easter Bunny 
Sunglasses during Children’s Story Time 
on Easter Morning.   
 
 
 
 
 

https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!KcMQTS4MPbHrMHhqjx8UIR8rrDmFA7dYFzprNOw51ta5CX0rGhOfq0mjanUUT2Uxaw1ZuOEWBUURBi1VCIl694
https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!LWPvtnMjyQpzd2LJF1ByPtkPesn6yncX79Kayu4ZoM1-o3bHcrd8Yjilw+IIlcdtq-jk-8rbS50vDzz+N03dEc
https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!JXwVhkF1j5uNd99DQAxh3rrhjfJuWRkMnvpZck3Wzht0Ns+yCt5OTwcy-K0ae5LsYs88EFufjBGd8kGgfjMitY


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MME Judicial Council 

2019 Information 

Session 

 

Join Mid-Maine District Superintendent 
Karen Munson for an information 
session Sunday, May 5, from 2:00-4:00 
PM, following the UMC’s Judicial Council 
April 23-14 rulings. 
We will talk through all legislation entering 
the Book of Discipline as well as what 
is not. We will also survey movements 
emerging in the UMC. 

Brunswick UMC will once again host our 
gathering. 

 

 
From Adam Hamilton, United Methodist Pastor; 
Church of the Resurrection, Leawood, Kansas 
https://cor.org/leawood/   
https://www.adamhamilton.com/blog     
 
Saturday, April 27, 2019 
 
Yesterday, the Judicial Council of the UMC 
(the church’s version of the Supreme Court), 
ruled on the constitutionality of the various 

parts of the Traditional Plan passed at General 
Conference the end of February.  As expected, 
portions were deemed unconstitutional while 
others were deemed constitutional.   
 
As much as some may have hoped the Judicial 
Council would have ruled it all unconstitutional, 
the JC has made a reasoned argument that 
some parts of the Traditional Plan comply with 
our constitution while others do not.  This is 
painful and disappointing, once more, for those 
who disagree with the Traditional Plan.  But it 
is not unexpected.   
 
The divisions in the denomination cannot be 
solved by the Judicial Council.   
 
There are numerous conversations taking 
place across the church focused on finding a 
way forward for United Methodists who 
disagree with the Traditional Plan.  Most United 
Methodists in the US believe they can remain 
in a church where Christians disagree on same 
sex marriage.  They have been doing this for 
years.  There are few UM churches where 
everyone agrees completely on these 
questions. 
 
There are, however, some who cannot remain 
in a United Methodist Church where any view 
or interpretation of scripture regarding same-
sex marriage, other than their own, is allowed.  
These self-styled “incompatibilsts” have said 
they cannot remain in a church where 
everyone doesn’t adhere to their interpretation 
and practice regarding same-sex marriage.  
The conservatives who hold these views wrote 
and passed the Traditional Plan.  They have 
said that there is no room for compromise - it is 
their way, or those with differing views should 
leave. 
 
So, where do we go from here?  
 
It is likely that as long as one side makes no 
room for compromise or acknowledging the 
views and convictions of the other, the only 
path forward is division.  What does this look 
like? 
 
1. One side or the other convinces their 
churches to leave (the Judicial Council ruled 

https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!AVzicMbI7fqzxW83zCfoIV2NyDpvbbKv2A0GVzf0f7ilmKGOo0zrgFZ7mMtzJHB0w
https://cor.org/leawood/
https://www.adamhamilton.com/blog
https://webmail.myfairpoint.net/


that churches could, in fact, vote to leave the 
UMC when certain conditions are met).  
 
2. Perhaps there is a new way of staying united 
that allows for different expressions of 
Methodism that are still somehow connected 
and share the name, logo and some central 
agencies, as Bishop Scott Jones has 
suggested. 
 
3. There may be a dissolution of the UMC, and 
the formation of two or three new expressions 
of Methodism out of the one denomination.   
 
These are the three paths forward that I most 
often hear in the various conversations I’m a 
part of. 
 
While various groups are holding 
conversations about these questions, one very 
broad conversation will be held in Kansas City, 
May 20-22, for “compatibilists” - those who 
believe we can disagree about how we 
interpret scripture while agreeing that we will 
welcome LGBT persons without treating them 
like second class Christians.  Ten leaders from 
each US annual conference will be attending 
this gathering, as well as many bishops, 
general secretaries and other leaders of the 
church.  [18% of those invited are young 
adults, 18% are people of color, 12% are LGBT 
leaders in the church.]  There are evangelicals 
and progressives, men and women, laity and 
clergy.  They will be dreaming about what 
Methodism should look like going forward, and 
how we create a dynamic Methodism that 
welcomes all people, is focused on inviting 
them to faithfully follow Christ, and inspires 
them to pursue a passionate personal life of 
faith while also “doing justice, loving kindness 
and walking humbly with God.” 
 
The 600 participants were selected from over 
2,600 people who were nominated or 
nominated themselves in just a few days from 
when nominations were announced. The rapid 
and large number of nominations indicates a 
high level of interest in this conversation. 
These persons are from over 2,000 churches 
indicating, once more, the high level of interest 
in a better way forward. 
Conversations will focus on what centrists and 

progressives believe God wills for United 
Methodism going forward.  The group will look 
at various paths forward.  And ultimately seek 
consensus on the way forward.  Attendees will 
the. return to their annual conferences to 
expand the conversation within their 
conferences. 
 

I believe by May 2020 we will have resolved 
the current division and that there will be a 
United Methodism for the majority of UM’s in 
the US who feel that the Traditional Plan does 
not reflect their understanding of God’s love, 
mercy or grace. 
 

I also believe, with many others, that annual 
conferences are the key to how things 
ultimately sort themselves out.  It is likely that 
annual conferences will vote to align as 
compatibilists or incompatibilists (something 
like One Church Plan or Traditional Plan).  All 
like minded conferences will form connections.  
Churches who disagree with their annual 
conferences will have the ability to vote to align 
with a conference that shares their views.  This 
approach shares elements in common with the 
CCP and Bishop Jones’ suggestions.  
 

Again, the Judicial Council decision was not 
unexpected.  The important work for United 
Methodism will be in the upcoming 
conversations.  For most local churches, little 
changes.  Progressives will continue to do 
church as they have.  Centrists will continue to 
lead and do ministry as they have.  And 
conservatives will continue to do ministry as 
they have, regardless of the ruling of the 
Judicial Council or the passage of the 
Traditional Plan at GC 2019 in February. But 
this season does represent an exciting moment 
as Methodists pray and discern where God is 
leading our church in the future. 

How Do We Pray When We Are Divided? 

By the Staff At Upper Room 

“When we pray for people 
with whom we are in 
conflict, we open a channel 
through which God will 
work fully as much within 
us as within the wider 
situation.” —Stephen V. Doughty 
  



How can we pray when we’re divided? 
How do we pray when we are divided? 
Divisions abound in the United Methodist 
Church family following the special called 
General Conference. To create safe space – 
holy ground – for the healing and 
transformation that is needed, The Upper 
Room recommends a series of resources for 
church members on this journey of healing and 
transformation. The resources include “How Do 
We Pray When We Are Divided?” an article by 
Stephen V. Doughty to help to grapple with the 
uneasiness of conflict as we continue to pursue 
prayer. 
 

All families experience conflict, but rarely does 
it become so destructive and harmful that it 
threatens to divide us and redefine 
relationships for years to come. 
 
We see and hear the pain and hurt that our 
United Methodist family is experiencing due to 
the recent actions of General Conference in St. 
Louis, and our heart breaks. 
 

We give thanks that we follow a God who has 
experienced such pain, a God who knows 
about broken hearts and how to heal them. 
 
As staff of The Upper Room, our work is to 
create safe space, holy ground, for the healing, 
transformation, and love of the whole world 
and everyone in it. We offer a few helps on this 
journey of healing and transformation. The 
road is not easy. Thank God we do not go it 
alone. 

Resources for Conflict and Community 

• “How Do We Pray When We Are Divided?” 

by Stephen V. Doughty helps us to grapple 

with the uneasiness of conflict as we 

continue to pursue prayer.    

• God Unbound by Elaine Heath takes a close 

look at Paul and his letter to the Galatians, 

who were going through a sea of cultural 

change. Heath invites us to broaden our 

view of God and to become a more diverse 

church. 

 

 

Empty Bowls 

Dear Joe, 
 
On behalf of Wendy Burton, Sherrie Damon, 
and all of us that continue to produce the 
Empty Bowls Event, I want to thank you so 
very much for your contribution to the 
fundraising event held recently at 
Messalonskee High School.  Your generous 
contribution of a $312 helped us meet our 
goals. 
 

The event was a wonderful success.  It has 
morphed into a community event where people 
from all over the district come to mingle and 
support the cause.  Students in the pottery 
classes and adults from the community 
contribute handmade bowls. Students from the 
Key Club and Student Council serve soup, bus 
tables, sell tickets, and help diners select the 
bowl of their choice.    

We made $3,719 from tickets sales, silent 
auction gifts, and several hundred from a 
donation from the MHS Drama Troupe.  Each 
food pantry will receive $1,239.00. It will go to 
the 3 food pantries in the district; Oakland, 
Sidney, and Belgrade/Rome. And we consider 
this to have been a successful fund raising 
event.  

Thank you again for your generous support of 
this worthy endeavor. Please thank all your 
members for supporting this event. We look 
forward to seeing you next year. 

Sincerely 
Susan Perrino 
Director,Performing Arts Center 
Messalonskee High School 
 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/images.upperroom.org/weavings/HowDoWePray.pdf
https://bookstore.upperroom.org/Products/1583/god-unbound.aspx/?path=GCBlogPost&dept=mktg


 

 

 

Our Choir is taking 

the Month of May  

off to give their 

angelic voices a rest.  

 

 We look forward to 

their return in June. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Joe’s 

Last Service 

will be 

Sunday, 

June 16th 

 

 

 

We welcome and encourage you all to 

attend this Service which will be Pastor 

Joe’s final Worship Experience with us 

before he and Heidi ride off into their 

retirement years; which they so very much 

deserve.  

 We will hold his Farewell Coffee 

immediately after.  Please join us in wishing 

him and Heidi much joy as they get to 

spend much more time with family and 

friends.   

 

 
 

LIVE A LIFE THAT 
MATTERS 

 
Shared by  

Marcy Decerb 
 
Ready or not, some day 
it will all come to an end. 
 

All the things you collected, whether treasured or 
forgotten, will pass to someone else. 
 
Your wealth, fame and temporal power will shrivel to 
irrelevance. 
 
It will not matter what you owned or what you were 
owed. 
 
Your grudges, resentments, frustrations, and jealousies 
will finally disappear. 
 
So, to, your hopes, ambitions, plans and to-do lists will 
expire. 
 
The wins and losses that once seemed so important will 
fade away. 
 
It won’t matter where you came from or on what side of 
the tracks you lived, at the end.    
 
It won’t matter whether you were beautiful or brilliant. 
 
Even your gender and skin color will be irrelevant. 
 
So, what will matter? 
 
How will the value of your days be measured? 
 
What will matter is not what you bought, but what you 
built; not what you got, but what you gave. 
 
What will matter is not your success, but your 
significance. 
 
What will matter is not what you learned, but what you 
taught. 
 
What will matter is every act of integrity, compassion, 
courage or sacrifice that enriched, empowered or 
encouraged others to emulate.  Your example 
What will matter is nor your competence, but your 
character. 
 
What will matter is not how many people you knew; But 
how many will feel a lasting loss when you are gone.   
 
What will matter is not your memories; but the memories 
that live in those who loved you.  What will matter is how 
long you will be remembered, by whom and for what.   
 
Living a life that matters doesn’t happen by accident; It’s 
not a matter of circumstance, but of choice.   



Maple Syrup  
 
$12 per pint  
$20 per Quart 
 
We support the ministry 
at the United Methodist 
Economic Ministry in 
Salem Township, as we 

extend the grace of God outward regionally. 
100%, all of the funds raised from sales go 
directly to the Economic Ministries that help 
folks, that equip them for work readiness and 
life; Home Repairs, Thrift Shop, Food 
Cupboard, Christmas Gifts, Winter Clothing 
(New Coats and Boots), Backpacks (school 
supplies, essential clothing) Program, Life 
Skills, work. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reverend Neil 

Gastonguay 

will be our 

Guest Pastor on 

May 12th.  We 

so appreciate 

his willingness 

to lead us in Worship on this Sunday.  Thank you 

from the bottom of our hearts! 

Blissfully retired after a 23 

year career in ministry in 

the United Methodist 

Church, and another as a 

Registered Nurse, I live in 

Bath with my wife of 

39 years.  Our elder son 

lives and works in Portland, the younger in North 

Carolina where he serves in the Marine Corps, and 

helps our daughter-in-law raise our two 

grandchildren.  My pastoral education was at 

Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, DC.  I 

have served six congregations in Maine, and have 

served on two DCOMs, BoM, Conference Trustees, 

and Mid Maine Buildings and Location.  

I am a member of the Wesley Covenant 

Association, and the Order of St. Luke.  I enjoy 

walking, crossword puzzles, vegetable gardening 

and reading to children.   

 

Reverend Kenneth M. 
Roughton will be our Guest 
Pastor on May 19th. 
We so appreciate his willingness 

to lead us in Worship on this 

Sunday.  Thank you from the 

bottom of our hearts! 

Ken Roughton is a recently retired 3rd generation 
Methodist pastor who now lives, with his wife 
Sandy, in Amesbury, MA.   
After graduating from Asbury Theological Seminary 
in Kentucky, Ken served United Methodist 
Churches in the Florida Annual Conference for 40 
years.  The last 20 years of his ministry were at 
First UMC of Boca Raton, Fl, where he and Sandy 
developed a deep friendship with the late Lydia 
Johnston.  It was through their friendship with Lydia 
and her family that they were introduced to the 
Belgrade Lakes area and to our church.  They have 
worshiped here on several occasions while visiting 
in the area, and Ken is looking forward to leading 
us in worship on Sunday, May 15th.   
 
Ken and Sandy have two sons, two daughters-in-

law, and six grandchildren who are the loves of 

their lives and with whom they are spending as 

much time as possible in retirement.  One son lives 

in Baltimore, MD, the other in Austin, TX – which 

turns out to be a great place to spend the winter! In 

addition to grandparenting, Ken and Sandy enjoy 

traveling, reading, eating out, going to the gym 

together, and Ken has recently gotten into building 

wooden boats.  They both loved their years in 

ministry, but are also thoroughly enjoying 

retirement!     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Union Coffeehouse 

Announces 2019 Headliners 

 

The Union Coffeehouse at the 

Union Church of Belgrade 

Lakes has an exciting schedule for the summer 

of 2019.  We have a terrific lineup of featured 

musicians to keep you entertained during this 

13th year of the Coffeehouse.  Two brand-new 

acts and two long-time favorites will provide 

wonderful music while you are enjoying the 

warm weather here in Belgrade Lakes: 

Saturday, June 8 – Our June 

concert will feature Bill 

Berlinghoff, central Maine’s 

consummate folk singer and a 

favorite at the Union 

Coffeehouse since 2006.  His 

guitar and banjo playing are a fine 

complement to the traditional folk songs that he 

sings so well.  Combine that music with the 

entertaining stories he tells and you have all 

the ingredients for a wonderful evening! 

Saturday, July 14 – Our mid-summer Union 

Coffeehouse will feature the delightful music 

of Simons and Goodwin.  The tight-knit 

harmonies of Renee Goodwin and Bob Simons 

have made them a 

perennial favorite 

here at the 

Coffeehouse.  

Central Maine’s 

favorite folk-singing 

duo performs both 

original and traditional folk and popular songs 

complemented by Bob’s intricate guitar 

accompaniment.  There is a warmth that 

comes through their songs and it makes you 

feel like you're listening to old friends.   

 

Saturday, August 11 

– The Union 

Coffeehouse is 

pleased to introduce 

Mark Mandeville and 

Raianne Richards to 

close out our 2019 season.  Raianne and Mark 

are clearly inheritors of a timeless legacy, 

creating music that is both original and 

evocative of a rich tradition. Blending 

distinctive voices and a wide range of 

accompaniment (guitar, harmonica, ukulele, 

clarinet, penny whistle, electric bass), their 

songs have been well-received by audiences 

around the eastern United States and Canada 

since 2010. 

Congratulations! 

Jess and Jeff Boutin 

Have New Businesses 

Jess offers Chakra 

Balance/Healing With Tuning Forks.  The tuning 

forks she has been trained in through 

somaenergetics.  The tuning forks(6) are different 

lengths and give off different sound frequencies 

called solfeggio frequencies.   Each tuning fork is 

associated with a chakra.  Chakras are part of your 

inner working energy system.  When an energy 

center(chakra) is blocked or not flowing properly 

this can be the cause of any physical or emotional 

result.  Will come to you or you can make 

appointments at her Salon (Remedy  Salon and 

Spa in Waterville).  You can reach her at 

jess_a3232@hotmail.com 

Jeff is proprietor of Highlands 

Property Maintenance.  He 

services include: Interior and 

Exterior Carpentry, Spring and 

Fall Cleanups,  Landscaping, 

Decks, Snow Removal (using 

snowblower), Dock Install and Removal and 

Caretaker Services. 

You can reach him at 207-680-8140 or at 

highlandspropertymaintenace@gmail.com   

mailto:highlandspropertymaintenace@gmail.com


Union Church of Belgrade Lakes 

United Methodist Church 

67 Main Street 

P.O. Box 133  

Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love 

 in all that we say and do…  

 

Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the manner of 

Christ, where all are welcome and cared for… 


