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Union 
Coffeehouse 

February 10th 
 

The Union Coffeehouse will be putting on a 
terrific Mid-Winter Blahs concert in 
February on Saturday, February 10.   
We will have two of the finest entertainers 
in Maine, Martin Swinger and Deb Hensley, 
to brighten up your winter blues and put a 
smile on your pale, sun-starved faces.  
Martin and Deb are up-tempo, cheerful, and 
funny Maine singer-songwriters who know 
how to bring a bit of summer to a wintry 
time of year.  Following their performance, 
we'll have an Open Mic hour to give all our 
winter songbirds a chance to sing out their 
pleas for an early Spring.  And, of course, 
we'll have a fine selection of yummy baked 
goods, and coffee and teas to warm your 
insides as you're listening to the 
entertainment. 
 
Be sure to mark your calendars with the 
date for this special Union Coffeehouse 
presentation – Saturday, February 10 - at 7 
PM in Friendship Hall.  I hope to see all of 
you there. 
 

Other dates of this year’s Coffee 
Houses are:  5/12, 6/9, 7/14 and 8/11 

 
“The gospel is about the power of God coming to 
us in a helpless refuge baby and a condemned and 
executed man.  At what turning points in your life 
did you know that God’s power was active in you 
when you felt most helpless or inadequate?” 
- Inner Compass, An Invitation to Ignatian 

Spirituality, by Margaret Silf 

 

 

We Know Love by This 

Jennifer Devlin 

 

“We know love by this, 
that He laid down His 
life for us; and we ought 
to lay down our lives for 
the brethren” 
1 John 3:16 
 
I find it impossible to lose sight of the fact that 
Christ not only died for our sins, but He also 
endured everything we would have to endure, 
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so that we could never say that He didn’t 
understand our problems. 
 
In the verse above, we see how Jesus shows 
His unconditional, undeserved love through His 
willingness to die for us in order to give us life. 
With this action on His part, He has every right 
to request that we offer the littlest portion of 
such a gesture for someone else. This verse 
doesn’t only talk about showing love by losing 
your physical life; but also about setting aside 
your own agenda in order to help, reach out to, 
and love others. 
If you think there are no people on earth today 
that are willing to die for their fellow man, look 
again! All you have to do is take a look around 
your community—from the policemen, firemen, 
and emergency crews to members of the 
military. 
 
We see that such a love for others is all around 
us. It doesn’t have to be as glamorous as the 
secret service in their dapper suits and 
earpiece communications to be a life-saving 
profession. We all witnessed countless heroes 
on 9/11 and during other tragedies who did 
their all to save the lives of others. 
 
We see accounts of heroism on some level just 
about every night on the evening news. People 
are seen laying their own lives on the line for 
someone else. How much more should we be 
willing to lay down our lives for others since we 
have the example of Christ being sacrificed 
once for all men! If you ask any of these people 
(servicemen and women, firemen, policemen, 
etc.) “why” they do what they do, they may not 
be able to tell you, it’s just something in them—
a sense of duty that makes them willing. It’s the 
same with our faith! With the Holy Spirit in us, 
we will just be walking in the Spirit, willing to do 
what we should as we love each other. 
 
The picture of love that Christ showed us is 
perfect. Love in its simplest form according to 
Christ is obedience. Christ was obedient to the 
Father and became the ultimate sacrifice, a 
greater example of love does not exist! 
 
In John 14:15 we see Jesus give guidance on 
our relationship with Him, where He says, 

“If you love Me, you will keep My 
commandments.” Obedience is a result of love 
and respect. When we love Jesus, we obey His 
requests. Jesus loved the Father and obeyed 
His commands. 
We love God and others, and one way we 
show our love is through obeying God’s 
commands. Jesus clearly tells His people, 
 
"A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another, even as I have loved you, 
that you also love one another. By this all men 
will know that you are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another."John 13:34 
 
In this, we can see that loving one another 
Jesus’ way is more than “mushy gushy love 
talk” and a quick hug. It’s the real, lay down 
your life, pull together and help someone 
where they need you (even when it’s not easy) 
type gesture backed up by genuine, hard-
working action. Love is the best when it is 
being “worked out” and actions are involved. 
Love is an action. It is not just a passing 
emotion that requires little more than 
brainpower and some smooth talk!    
 
Jesus showed love to those He came into 
contact with during His earthly ministry by 
improving their situation. He impacted their 
lives in positive ways. He cast out demons, 
making the possessed emotionally whole. He 
healed physical conditions; He helped out at a 
wedding to bring honor to those hosting it. He 
changed lives. Jesus helped us all by giving us 
the hope of salvation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FRIENDS AND 

NEIGHBOR 

LUNCHEON 
 

 

 

 

Soups, sandwiches, 

desserts and more! 
 

 
Thursday, February  8, 2018  

from 11:30 to 1pm.   
 
 

Come Join in the fellowship with our 
friends throughout the community. 

 
 
 
Don and Linda Petersen 
will be showing the movie 
“Sleepless in Seattle” 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you Joy Intriago and Kathy Gerard 
for hosting this luncheon in January.   Joy 
and Kathy for providing your delicious 
soups.   And Louise for your famous 
scrumptious rice pudding.   
 
 
 
Please consider donating a soup or 
dessert.  Please let Joy Intriago  
joyintriago@yahoo.com  know if you are 
willing provide either of these items.   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Our 2018/2019 Global Mission 
Initiative is happening right in our 

backyard with the  

United Methodist Economic Ministry 
in Salem Township. 

https://www.umeconomicministry.com/ 
 

Joys & Celebrations Total 
As of 1/28/18: $114.00 

 

Their Programs Include: 
 
Salem & Solon Thrift Shops 
Salem, Solon and Howland 
Food Cupboards 
Maple Syrup 
Backpacks and Sneakers 
Emergency Heating 
Assistance 
Fire Victims Assistance 
Warming Center (Jan – April) 
Prom Shop 
Christmas Shoppe 
Community Garden  
Summer mission groups provide home repair, 
accessibility ramps and winter weatherization 
with efficient windows and doors.  
 
Their vision is to support healthy communities 
that adapt to the changing environment in the 
region.  They are providing both educational 
and material support towards self sufficiency in 
this region of severe economic challenge.  
 
With dignity and grace, they are working to 
build sustainable communities.   
 
Monthly we will provide updates to the various 
programs of their ministries.  
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The United Methodist Women-UMW-will be 
providing their outline for their 2018 

activities soon.   
 

Their regular meetings are the third 
Saturday of the month from 9AM to 

10:30AM in Friendship Hall 
 

Next Meeting: February 17th 
 

 

Come to our next Event 
All Welcome!  

 
 

 
 

 

United 

Methodist 

Women’s 

Monthly Meeting Book Club 
 

Begins with their February 17th meeting.  Below 

is a brief description of all the books they will 

be reading for each month through June 16th.  If 

you would like a copy of any of these books; 

they will be in the Church Library.  Or you can 

read them on your Kindle.  

 

February 17th – Without You 

There is No Us (Suki Kim):  In 

2011, all universities in North Korea 

were shut down for an entire year, 

and except for the 270 students at 

the all-male Pyongyang University 

of Science and Technology, all 

students were sent to construction fields. Suki Kim 

accepted a job teaching English at Pyongyang, and 

over the next six months, she ate three meals a day 

with her young charges, while struggling to teach 

them to write and care - fully telling them about the 

world beyond their borders, always aware that the 

more they knew, the more they risked. 

 

March 17th – Hiding in the Light 

(Rifqa Bary):  Growing up in a 

devout Muslim home, Rifqa Bary 

obediently followed the rituals of 

Islam. Hiding in the Light is her 

story of her remarkable spiritual 

journey from Islam to Christianity. 

It is also the story of a young girl 

who, hearing Jesus’ call, made life-changing 

sacrifices to follow – and who inspires us to do the 

same. 

 

April 20th – One Well; The 

Story of Water on Earth 

(Rochelle Strauss): One Well is 

a richly illustrated and timely 

book about our water and its 

source. Its call to action shows 

how every one of us has the 

power to conserve and protect 

the global well.   

 

May 19th - 50 Christian Women 

Every Christian Should Know 

(Michelle De Rusha):   

Throughout history, countless 

women have boldly stepped out 

in faith and courage, leaving 

their indelible mark on those 

around them and on the 

Kingdom of God. Michelle 

DeRusha brings into focus 50 incredible women of 

faith — from Catherine of Siena to Susanna 

Wesley; Harriet Tubman and Corrie ten Boom, 

bringing the lives of these admirable women to life 

with engaging narrative as a reminder that we are 

not alone, the battles we face today are not new 

and God is always with us during the struggle. 



June 16th – Born on Third 

Base (Chuck Collins) - With 

the soul of a storyteller and the 

heart of an agitator, inequality 

expert Chuck Collins upends 

our assumptions about 

America’s deep wealth divide — 

a divide that, for the first time in 

recent history, locks the nation’s 

youth into a future defined by their class and wealth 

at birth, limits our ability to address crises like 

climate change, and creates a world that no one, 

not even the rich, will ultimately want to live in. In 

Born on Third Base, Colllins calls for an end to 

class war, busts the myths that define our views of 

rich and poor and offers bold new solutions for 

bridging the economic divide and reengaging the 

wealthy in rebuilding communities for a resilient 

future.  

 

 
Meetings: A Month At 

A Glance 

 

February 2018 

 

 

 

Prayer Shawl: 1/8 and 1/22 @ 1:00 p.m.  

 

Worship: 2/6 @ 7 p.m.   

 

Church Council:  February 18 @ 10:45 (NOTE: 

Change in Date) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 CALENDAR 

OF 

EVENTS 
                  
 

We will be holding a special meeting ON 
February 3rd from 10 a.m. to 11:30 to 
discuss – strategize how we might come up 
with more events or not; tweak the ones we 
hold every year and give everyone the 
opportunity to bring their ideas to the table.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
ALL WELCOME! 

 

 

Union Church, where Faith, 

Family, Friendship and Service 

come together. 

 

Stewardship Campaign for our  

2018 Ministry 

 

December 31st, 2017 Update 

Thank you for your participation and prayers! 

Current Results: 51 Pledges, with 4 new 

pledges, and 14 with increases over last year; 

these total $113,364.00 

With your support, we are well on our way 

towards our ministry Goals:  

1. 59 pledges,  

2. Including 5 new pledges,  

3. Totaling $115,500  

Still not too late to turn in a pledge card…  
 Please prayerful consider  

your response today. 



Wednesday 

Conversation, Study 

and Reflection. 
 

We are continuing to hold these 

sacred times using our Upper 

Room Booklets to pick up a bit of scripture and 

consider it for our days of living in Jesus’ Way.  
 

 

Classes are held on 

Wednesdays 11 to noon 

 

Continuing as long as we 

have folks who come to 

participate!  We have had 

wonderful weekly 

attendance and great 

conversations. 
 

We continue to have several 

joining in our discussion each week; please 

consider taking time out to enjoy this wonderful 

conversation. 

 

All are Welcome to Join Us; Bring A Bible,  

A Friend and a Smile! 

Did you Know?? That these Upper Room Daily 

Devotional Guides are “Free” for you… Your 

donation of a $1 provides a copy “Free” for another!   

Thank you, your friend Grace! 

 

 

Beginning in 

2018 

The Maine 

Department of 

Transportation 

will begin Road 

Construction through Belgrade Lakes, Main 

Street.  The widening of the road and the 

scope of the related construction as this relates 

to our Front Yard, Walkways, Planting, 

Signage, Lighting was highlighted at the 

Church Council meeting held on November 

12th.   

Church 

Cancellation 
 
Ok I know we 
won't need to 
cancel or 
postpone worship 
But if we make 
plans for such an 

event, we surely won't need them right? 
 
Our Cancellation Announcement is posted on 
WSCH 6, Portland, NBC.  
 
This is seen both on the TV broadcast and on 
their website Weather related Cancellations 
listing, by scrolling down to Union Church of 
Belgrade Lakes, UMC. 
 
We are also looking to use Text, Email, 
Facebook and our Website - and wait for this, 
the Telephone (oh my!) as a means of direct 
contact.  So, if the weather is frightful be sure 
to check any one of these communications 
before venturing out. Stay Safe! 
 
The need to cancel or postpone Sunday 
Worship takes a day of rest seriously, so be 
careful on ice or shoveling!  Pace yourself.  
 
Make for yourself and family a time of scripture 
reading, reflection and prayer.  Go ahead give 
it a try, rain (snow, sleet) or shine! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Thank you Jim for 

participating in the 

Mission Trip to 

Seabring, Florida 

from January 14th  

to the 20th. 

 

 



Ash 

Wednesday 

Evening 

Worship 

Service 

 
February 14 

 @ 7 pm. 
 

On this night, together, we begin our Pre-
Easter Season of Lent; in prayer, in reflection, 
in hope. 
 

From the Prophet Isaiah (42:1-10) 
 
The Servant, a Light to the Nations 
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
    my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; 
    he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
    or make it heard in the street; 
a bruised reed he will not break, 
    and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
    he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be crushed 
    until he has established justice in the earth; 
    and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
Thus says God, the LORD, 
    who created the heavens and stretched 
them out, 
    who spread out the earth and what comes 
from it, who gives breath to the people upon it 
    and spirit to those who walk in it: 
I am the LORD, I have called you in 
righteousness, 
    I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
    a light to the nations, 
     to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
    from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
I am the LORD, that is my name; 
    my glory I give to no other, 
    nor my praise to idols. 
See, the former things have come to pass, 
    and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, 
    I tell you of them. 
Sing to the LORD a new song, 
    his praise from the end of the earth! 

Introducing new 
dynamic study 
material for our 
Pre-Easter 
Season of Lent.  
Moses (In the 
Footprints of the 
Reluctant 
Prophet).  

It doesn’t get 
much more 
dramatic: 
rescued baby, 
life in the courts 
of Pharaoh, 
parting the Red 
Sea, leading his 

people out of Egypt…Moses’ life was one 
challenge after the next, but although he 
resisted God’s calling, by the end of his life he 
successfully fulfilled the role he was given. Join 
award-winning author Adam Hamilton as he 
travels from Egypt to Mt. Sinai, the Nile, the 
Red Sea, and the wilderness exploring the 
sites of Moses’ life. As Hamilton shares 
historical information, archaeological data, and 
biblical text, you’ll gain a better understanding 
of Moses’ significance in your life today, and 
you’ll discover how you, too, can turn your own 
reluctance into boldness 

On Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2017 we will 
begin our six week study at 11 a.m. in 
Friendship Hall and will end on Wednesday, 
March 21st.  Our new audio-video system will 
be utilized to present the DVD study material 
for our class.  

Sign up now for the class.  Contact Pastor 

Joe or Kathy if you would like to attend.  

 

If you would like; you may donate $15; to cover 

the cost of the study books; although not 

necessary or a prerequisite to attend this Bible 

Study.   

 

 

 

 



Our Mission 
Ministries 
Through the 
year in this 
Newsletter we 
highlight our 
mission 
projects and 

programs where we serve God through 
Christlike compassion, mercy and 
transformation; reaching out, lifting up, building 
up. Here is a listing of some of the ways during 
2017 you contributed to missions through your 
support received in our weekly worship 
offerings, pledges and special giving. 
 

Good Shepherd Food Bank, in Auburn, 
Maine serves to support and equip two other of 
our local missions; The Belgrade Rome Food 
Pantry, and the United Methodist Economic 
Ministry in Salem Township.  We support the 
work of Good Shepherd with a gift of $100. 
 

Bread of Life Shelter and Meal Programs, 
Augusta.  Through the year, each month we 
provide a Tuesday evening meal for the 
residence there.  It’s been a blessing to meet 
folks there and see how this ministry gives 
them both shelter and a boost to what is next 
as they move forwards in life by God’s grace. 
With a gift of $200 we equip there program 
there. 
 

Maine Justice Foundation, Augusta, 
Maine. With a gift of $200 we supported this 
work that serves the LGBT, gay community 
those of whom are among the poor and 
vulnerable among us, facing issues of 
employment and housing discrimination, 
domestic violence, homelessness. In this 
manner we extend our church Welcoming 
Statement into the community beyond our own 
worship doors. 
 

United Methodist Economic Ministry Salem 
Township, Maine (UMEM)  With a $200 gift 
we collaborated to assist their Food and Fuel 
Program.  With our purchase of Maple Syrup 
and making this available e for Retail – Fair 
Trade pricing we assist their ministry programs 
that transform lives; $500 
This year we begin our Global Mission 
Initiative with this economic ministry. Our 

weekly “Joy and Celebration Offerings” will 
contribute $2,500 towards this local ministry. In 
2016 and 2017 we contributed $5,000 through 
this weekly offering to The United Methodist 
Commission on Relief, Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene Project. This served communities of 
God’s people in the U.S. and beyond. 
Winthrop, Maine: United Methodist Camp 
Mechuwana.  Scholarship support of campers 
in the amount of $300.  The year-round camp 
and youth programs happening there 
transforms lives of children and youth. 
 

Neighbors Driving Neighbors, this local 
ministry program serving to help folks who 
would be other wise home bound is supported 
with a $200 gift and through the engagement of 
those offering to serve as drivers, and part of 
the programs leadership.   
 

Scouting Ministry. As the Chartering 
Organization we provide $370 towards this 
local program in support of youth. 
 

Robotics Team at Messalonskee High 
School, with a gift of $500 we are among the 
sponsors of this life equipping youth 
program.  What a joy it is been to meet the 
youth as they both build and participate in 
events.  Thank you Lisa for your leadership 
with these youth! 
 

Center For All Seasons, Belgrade Lakes, 
Maine; Summer Youth Camping Experience, 
$460 to assist local youth in their participating 
in this program. 
 

Ever notice the sign at the Belgrade Ball 
Park?  $150 supports this local youth program 
and shares our active presence in the 
community in Christ’s service. 
 

United Methodist Commission on Relief, 
Hurricane Disaster Relief.  $2,000 supports 
efforts that directly connect with families lives 
in the affected communities. 
These are some of the many ways we connect 
with God’s people locally, regionally, globally, 
for God’s glory.  Look to each months 
Newsletter Edition for more news and 
information about our ministries in 
mission.  Reaching Out and Lifting Up, Building 
Up in Christ’s holy service. 
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Our Mission is to live our experience of God’s love 

 in all that we say and do…  

 

Our Vision is to be a growing spiritual faith community in the manner of 

Christ, where all are welcome and cared for… 


